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THE 

AUTHOR 'S PREFACE 

T O H I S 

R E A D E R S. 

NOT long fincc, there fell into my 
hands a Latin treatife concerning the 
Jtfcathen Oracles, lately written by M. Vattr 
^aU^ M* D« and printed in Holland ; in 
'Mfbich I found tha,t author has ftrenuoufly 
confuted th^ common opinion, ' that the an- 
^ cient Oracles were delivered by Daemons^ 
' and that they ceafed intirely at the com- 
* \skg oiyejus Cbrifl! The whole work ap- 
^^re4 to me to be full pf deep knowlege 
ip antiquity, a.n4 ex,ten/ive learning ; and I 
ofice had a thought of tra^iilating it, chat the 
ladiesir ^ndthoreg^tlemen>yho dp not care 
to. read Latin, might alfo b^ l^d into the pe- 
Lulal of a tra£): fo agreeaUe and uf^fuL But 
\ r.eflefl;ed> thaj a tranflarion of this book 
lypuld 1^9^ ^nf\yetf the end I propofed. Dr, 
l^an*T)aIe wrote pnly for the learned, and 
wa^ in. the r^i^t \,o,v^^^ thpf^ ornaments, 
\Kbi(jl>- ih^y wjoyli not have efteemsd, He 
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gives a great number of paflages, which he 
quotes very faithfully, and his verfions are 
wonderful exaft, when he tranflates from 
the Greek: he enters alfb into a difcuflion 
of many points of criticifm, which, though 
they are not always neceflary, yet. are al- 
ways curious. This was his only way to 
fatisfy the learned; who would not have 
thanked him much for reflexions either 
moral or jocofe. 

BeGdes, Dr. Van-Tyale makes nt) (cruple 
very often to break off the thread of his diP 
ct>urre for the fake of introducing other 
tilings, which prefent themfelves; and in- 
dofes one parenthefis in another, and per- 
haps a third: and herein he does notamift^ 
fmcc they, for whom he propofed to write> 
are ufed to the fetiguc of reading, and a 
learned perplexity does not embarrafs then^. 
But they, for whom I fhould have made my 
tranflation, would not have liked it, if I had 
taken this method: the ladies, and, to be 
plain, mod of the gentlemen, of this couiir 
try, are as much afFefted with the graces 
and turns of expreflion and thought, as with 
the folid beauty of the moft exaft refearcheSj^ 
and profoundeft difcuffiohs ; and, being ve- 
ry indolent, they prefer books written m a^ 

^gular method, that they.may be the Ie& 
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c^Iiged; tp auemiqn* For this reafbni I laid 
a/i(le the tboughtsbf tranilating, andjudged 
it would be l^etter, prefer vlng the bafis and 
ftibftance of the worlf, to giye it quite ano* 
tbcr form. I confefs, that no man cpuld ex- 
tend this liberty farther than I have done; 
for I have chapged the whole difpofition.of 
tl>p book; I, have retrqnehed whatever ap-. 
peared to mp either of too-Bttlfe importance 
in itfelf, or not, entertaining enough to make 
amend? for that defeft, I have not only ad- 
ded all the ornaments I could.think of^ but 
many things, which proves or clear up t^e 
Slitter in queflion. I argue fometimes upon^ 
i\\e fame faftR, and the lame paflages^ which 
Pr. Van-^aUfixfn^ki&d me withal, in a dif- 
ferent manner, from him; and:L have not 
been fcrupulous to infert many arguments^ 
wholly my owp. InjBne^, Lhavenew-caft the* 
\^hole work, and have put k into the fame» 
Qrder as I would have done at firft, to have 
aftfwered my particular view, had I the a- 
l^ity of Dr» J^aa-Dale; but fince, I come 
(oy ihort of iti ihave borrowed his learning,, 
and ventured to make ufe of my own judg- 
ment, fuch.as it is; though I fhould infallibly 
have purfited his method, had I the fame 
lierfons to deal with as he had. If this comes 
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to his knowlege,Ibefeech him to pardon the 
liberty I have taken, fince it will ferve ta 
Ihew the excellence of his book : for cer^ 
tftinly his part in it will ftill appear perfcfb- 
ly gaod^ though it has pafled through my 
hand^. 

I have lately learned two things, which 
have relation to this book: the firfl fromt 
xhc^ N^uvellesy tic. or, News from the Re- 
public of Letters, which is, that M. MMur^ 
fenior profedbr of divinity at Leipfic, ha? 
undertaken ta confute Dr. V(tn-T>aie\ He 
allows indeed that Oracles did not ceafe at 
the coming of yefits- Chrijf^ which will be 
indifputable when we Ihall have examined 
that cjueftion; but he will by, no means^ 
yield,, that the Daemons were not the au- 
thors of the Oracles. Now, his allowing the 
continuance of /the Oracles beyond the time 
of the coming of Chriji, is a very confide^ 
rable attack of the common hypothefis^ 
and it is a great argument that they were 
not delivered by Daemons, if the Son oF 
God did not filence them. It is certain, that 
uccordiag to the conneftion commonly fup*^ 
pofed between^ thefe two things, what de^ 
fti oys the one, gives a very great Ihock to» 
the other, or rather quite ruins it : and this>: 
* For the rapath df June, i68^. 
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perhaps, after the reading of this hook> will 
appear ftill more rational. 

But what is more remarkable is, that it 
appears by the cxtraft from the Republic 
of Letters, that one of M. Mebiush ftrong- 
eft reafbns againft Dr. Van-^Dale was, that 
God forbad the Ifraelites to confult fboth- 
fayers, and the fpirits of Python; whence 
he concludes, that Python^, that is to fay, 
the Daemons, gave out the Oiracles; and 
probably the ftory of the ghoft of Samuet 
follows next. Dr. f^an'Dale may anfwer 
^hat he pleafes; but, for my part, I declare, 
that, under the name of Oracle, I do not in- 
clude magic: in which it is not to be difput- 
ed but Daemons are concerned j nor is ma^ 
gic at alt included in what we commonly un- 
derftand by the word [Oracle], not even 
according to the fenfe of the ancient heath- 
ens, whp, on the one hand, regarded Oracles 
with reipeft as a part of their religion, and, 
on the other, had as great an abhorrence 
for Ifegic as we have; To go and confolc 
a necromancer or fome forcerefs of ThcC 
faly, like Eriffom Lucan^ was not called 
going to an Oracle; and this diftin£Hon muft 
be obferved* alfo, that, admitting the comj- 
mon opinion, which affirms that Oracles 
cisafed at the coming of Chrijl, yet no mar 
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can pretend, that, magic then, ceafed; fpthj^t 
the objeAion of M, Mabius malces nothings 
agajnft me, if he leaves the word, [Oracle] 
in. its ordinary and- natural fignific^tipn, si$. 
well apcient aa modern. 

The fecond thing I haye to,fpqalc of i^ 
that lam informed that the rcvereqd father 
T^hojnajtn, a. prieft- of the oratory, far^pus; 
for fo many excellentr bQpk,s, wherqin. hef; 
l^s reconciled folid piety to prqfoqpd l^^rn-, 
i(ig, has rqbl>ed thi$ book of the hqnpur of, 
iSrft broaching, this paradox, by. treating O- 
racles as mqre impofti^re, i|i his book called/ 
' the ifle,thod of fUidying apd of teaching; the. 

* poets mpre, Cbrijiiano.^ Icqnfefe, I was % 
a little trpuWed at this; but. I was pacified) 
by reading, the twenty-firft chapter of his 
l^c^o^d book, where I fout\d nothing c;oincid-. 
ing with, my opinion, faveonly a few wprds 
ip the nineteenth article as folio ws-; ' the true. 
' caufe of filence being impofed on the^Ora* 

* cles was, that, by the incarn^tipn pfi the 
*-4ivi^ej liOgas;, truth fhone out/ip the ^^ld> 

* apd^difiufed abundanCje qf light hx it far, 

* I differ eat, from what was, before: fo thatc 
''npken.fa>v into the delufions of Augurs and; 

* Ailrqlpgers^ the infpeQprs of the entr^iUs 
. * of beafts; aoiid that thcfe, with the Oracles. 

in general, were- mere impoftures, wberc^ 
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' by men deceived one another with obfcure 
' words, and double entendres. In fine, if 
' there had been Oracles, in which the Dae- 
' mons gave anfwers, the coming of the In- 
' carnate Truth had condemned the father 
* of lyes to an eternal filence. It is, how- 
' ever, very certain, that the Daemons were 
' confulted, whenever men had recourfe to 
' inchantments and magic, as Lucan reports 
' of Pompey the younger, and as the fcrip- 
' ture aflures us concerning SauL^ I agree, 
that in a large treatife, which only mentions 
Oracles occaffonally, briefly, and without a* 
ny defign of fearching into the depth of the 
matter, it is indeed faying enough of them, 
to attribute moft of the Oracles to the im* 
pofture of men; to make a queftion, whe- 
ther there were any at all, in which Daemons 
were concerned; to allow the Daemons no 
further exercife than what comes within the 
compafs of incantations and magic; and, in 
fine, to fey that Oracles ceafed not purely 
bedpfe the Son of God impofed filence on 
theqiall at once,but becaufe minds, that were 
moft enlightened by the pitblication of the 
gofpel, were undeceived. This fuppofes 
there was ftill fome human impofture that 
could not be detefted fo foon. However, in 
my opiniouji a queftion, decided in fo few 
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'words, may be treated of anev^r, and as fully 
as the nature of it will admit, without any 
man's heing juftly ofiended by the repeti- 
tion; for it is reprefenting at large what the 
world has hitherto feen only in miniature^ 
and fo fm^U, that its objeAs w^rclcarce por* 
ceptible. 

I hope I may be ^lIo\yed, ere I conclude 
niy preface, to make a flioft obf<?rvation 
upon the ftil? I have ufed, which is that 
of fanxiliar converfation. I imagined myfelf 
holding a difcpurfe with my reader, and was 
the more eafily induced to this way of writ-, 
ing, becaufe I was under a fort of neceflitypE 
difputing with him: and the materials which 
I had in ha,nd, being generally very fufcepti-. 
ble o? ridicule, engaged me in a manner o£ 
writing far difE^i;ent from the fublime; for 
i am of opinion that noi^e ought to write in 
tjie fublim/e, b^t he xyhp. writes in his own 
defen^^Q, it is ^ ftije fo afFefljed \ <;onfe{s, 
that the. lo>y ftile '^ yet ^mething worfe;, 
bnt there is a medium of a very- grea^^|%tir 
tude. The main difficulty is to cbui^ that-^ 
which is nicely adapted to thj^ fubje;6ly and 
^ot to depart from^ it;. 
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ORACLES. 

MY defign is not to give you direaly a 
hiftory of Oracles ; I only intend to 
combat th:ft cdromon ojjinion which 
attributes them to Daemons, and will have them 
to ceafe at the coming of Jefus Chrijl. Bat id 
dding this it is neceflary that I run through the 
whole hiftbry of Oracles; that I -give an account 
of their original, their progrefi, the different raan- 
iiers in which they were delivered ; ar ! laftly, of 
their decay, with the fame exaftnefs as if I were 
in thefe matters purfuing the natural order and 
method of hiftory. 

It is not at all iurprlfing, that pliilpfopliers 
fliould be j(b much puzzled in finding oiit the 
Operations of nature: its principles are fo hid- 
den diatlt is ralhhelsin human reafpn to thliik to 
difcover them. But when the only ehquh-y is, 
whether the Oracles were a trick and artifice of 
the heathen prieTts, or not, where lies the diffi- 
culty? caniiot we fallible mbrtals imagine How 
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fer others may have been deceivers or dupes? 
but efpecially when the Cngle queftion is, at whar 
time Oracles ceafed, what fliould occafion the 
leaft doubt ? there are many books that treat of 
Oracles; let us fee therefore at what time, or in 
what age, the laft Oracles, of which we have any 
knowlege, were delivered. 

Men are not willing to fuffer the dedCon of 
things to be too ea(y; they mingle their own 
prejudices in the difcuffion, and fo create much 
greater perplexities than' are naturally in the 
things themfelves; and thole fcruples, which 
only ourfelves frame, give us the moft pain to 
ibive. 

In my opinion this article of Oracles hath no 
confiderable difficulty in it, but what we ourfelves 
have raifed. It was in its own nature a point of 
religion amongft the Pagans; is become lb with- 
out any' neceffity amongft Chriftians, and on 
both fides it is loaded with prejudices which have 
obfeured the cleareft truths. . 

I confels the prejudices are not in themfelves 
common to the true as well as falfe religions ; 
for they reign chiefly in the falfe, which are on- 
ly the contrivance of human underftanding; but 
in the true (which is the work of God alone) there 
would none be ever found, if fuch human under- 
ftanding could be prevented from intetmeddliug, 
and mixing fbmething of its own with it; for 
what are all its new inventions but groundlefs 
prejudices, fince it is not able to add any thing 
real or folid to the work of God. 

Mean time thefe prejudices that are mt into 
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the true religion are, as I may (ay, lb clofely in- 
terwoven with it, that they baye attrafted a rc- 
Ipeft to themfelves, which is only due to the 
triie religion ) and we dare not cesfi»e the one 
for fear of attacking at the lame time ibmething 
that is (acred in the other. I do not reproach this 
cxce(s of religion in tho(e that are capable of it> 
i>uc rather- con^mend them ; yet whatever praife 
diqr m^y de(erve Car it, it is undexyable that z 
juft me<Kum is much better ; and that it is mote 
realoixabie to ieparate error Grom truth, than tp 
reverence error th^ is mixed with truth. Chrift* 
janity never wanted the (iipport of &Ue proofs^; 
and je(s now than ever, from the poiAS the gres^t 
.9&ea of this ag^ have taken to efbblifh it on its 
^ue ibupdations with greater po^er than ever tfaiie 
^ideots did j and we ought to be filled with fp 
jiaft a confidence of our religion, as to rejcft the 
fal(e advantages, which could not be neglefted 
by any other fcft. 

Having laid this foundation, I advance to prove 
that praclcs^ were they of what nature (bever, wqrp 
•not deKvered by Daejpone, and diat they did not 
^eafe at tKe coming ofjtfus Chrift^ Eadi of thci% 
points ^ell deiervcs a particular diflcrtation. 
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THE FIRST 

DISSERT AT I O N. 

That Oracles were not given out by Daemons. 

IT is certain that there arc Daemons, and cvfl 
Genii, condemned to eternal torment. ^ Reli- 
gion teaches us this; and then reafbn tells us that 
thefe Daemons might have animated ftatues, and 
delivered Oracles, if God had permitted them lb 
to do. We are therefore only to enquire whether 
they had luch divine permillion or no. 

It is only then a matter of faft which is in di- 
fpute; and this matter of faft depending wholly 
on the will of God, it was of (uch a nature, that 
it ought to have been revealed to us, if the know* 
lege thereof had been neceffary for us. 

But the holy fcriptures do not teach us any 
where that Oracles were delivered by Daemons; 
and therefore we are at liberty to choole eithe^ 
fide of the queftion; for it is of the nurtitfer tt 
thole things that the divine wifdom has thought 
fb indifferent as to leave to our own decifioni' ' 

Neverthelels it is agreed on by all parties, that 
there was Ibmething lupernatural in Oracles; 
whence comes this concurrence? the realbn of. 
it is cafJy found, as to what regards the prefent 
age : for lince it was believed in the firft ages of 
Chriftianity that Oracles were delivered by Dae- 
mons, this leems a fuiHeient caufe for us ta fe" 
'ieve It now*} for whatever has Jjeen delivered bf 
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the ancients, good or bad, is like to be favourably 
rehearled ; and what they themfelves could not 
prove by fufficlent reafbns, is in our days proved 
by their authority alone. If they for^faw this, they 
did very well not to give themfelves always the 
trouble of reafbning too nicely. But let us in- 
quire into th^ reafons why the primitive Chriftians 
believed that Oracles had (bmething fupernatural 
in them, and we will afterwards examine their 
folidity. 

CHAP. L 

The fir ft Reafon v)hy the Primith^^f^hrlflians he*' 
lieved that Oracles v)ere ifeJi^t'^dhy Pae- 
MONS. The furprifing fiortes'^ that werd pub" 
■ llfhed concerning Oracles and the G eh ii, 

ANTIQUITY, abounds with furprifing ftories 
of Oracles, which, it was believed, could on- 
ly be attributed to the Genii : I will relate but a few 
examples, as a fpecinaen of what the reft were. 
. All the world knows what happened to the 
pilot Thamusi his {hip being one evening near 
certain iflands in the ^gean fea, the winds were 
^ hufhed on a fudden : all the (hip's crew were a- 
. wake, and the greateft part fjf them caroufing, 
when on a fiadden a voice was heard from the 
ifl^nds, calling for Tharhus. Thamus fufTered him- 
felf Vobe called twice before he fpoke, but to the 
tfetf^ ciall he returned an anfwcr; and then the 
^j^^.^omtnanded him, that when he arrived at 
.B 2 • 
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a certain place, he (hould cry out * that the great 
' Panwsis dead.' There was not a man in the 
/hip who was not feized with fear and dread, and 
they confuhed whether Thamus ought to obey 
the Voice or notj but Thamus refolved that if^ 
when they were arrived at the appointed place, 
there were wind enough to (ail onwards, he would 
pals by without faying any thing ; bat if the vellel 
was becalmed, he then would acquit hktrfelf c^ 
the order he had received. But being lur^rftcf 
with a calm in that very place, he cried out with 
all his force, * that the greit Pan was dead/ Scarce 
had he given over Ipeaking, but they heard from 
every fide grones and complaints as of a gr^at 
multitude farprifed and afBi£ted at this news. All 
thofe who were in the fliip were witneffes of this 
odd affair ; the fame 6f which fpiead itfelf in a 
little time as far as Rome; and the emperor 72- 
terius, having a defire to fee Thamuihim felf, aP 
femhled a great number of fuch as were learned 
in the Pagan theolc^y to know of them who this 
great Pan was, and it was concluded that he wa« 
tiie Con of Mercury and Penelope, Thus in P/u* 
tareh's dialogues (where he treats of the ceflation 
of Oracles) Cleombrotus tell§ this ftory, and &yfr 
he had it o( Epitherfls his grammar matter, who 
Was in the fliip with Thamus when this thing hap- 
pened. 

• Thulis * was a king of Egypt, whofe empM'i' 
extended as fiir as the ocean : it is he who (as they 
ftid) gave the name of Thule to the ifle now cri* 
kd Iceland. As bis empire probaJ>lyreacbe4 tljl'' 

* Suidttt. 
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ther, it was of a large extent. This king, puffed 
up with pride at his fuccefs and profperity, went 
to' the Oracle of Serapis, and thus accofted it: 
' thou that commandeft fire, and gpverneft the 
*' courle of the heavens, tell me the truth : was 
' there ever, or will there ever be, any one fo pu-* 

* ii&nt as myfelf ? • - * 

The Oracle anfviered him thus* 

* Firft God, then the Word and Spirit^ all unit- 

* ing in one, whofe power can never end. Be gone 
^ hence immediately, thou mortal, whofelife is al- 

* ways uncertain.' And ThuHs at his going thence 
had his throat cut. 

Eufebius has coUefted from the writings of Pcr^ 
phyriusy that great enemy to the Chriftians, theft 
following Oracles, 

* I. * Grone, ye Tripodes, Jpolh leaves you; he 

* is forced to leave you by a celeftial light. Jupiter 

* has been, is, and ever will be: oh great Jupiter! 

* alas I ray famous Oracles are no more.* 

'. 1.^. The voice can return no more to the priefF- 

* efi ; (he has been already condemned to filence 

* thi^ great while. Make fiich lacrifices always to 

* Jpolloy as are worthy of a God. 

/ J. * Wretched man, faid jlpollo to one of his 
^ ^rjeAs, interrogate me no more concerning the 
*^J[>oly Father, nor his only Son, nor the Spirit 
f ?«»hich is the foul of all things: it is this Spirit 
^^fir chaces me for ever from thefe abodes.' 
%ri^^ufiui * being grown old, and defignmg to 
ri V' ' ♦ ^lAiii^ NicephoruSt Ctdnnui. 

1.:,.- . ." B 3 
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choofe a facceflbr, went to confult the Orack of* 
Delphos. The Oracle returned no anfwer, al** 
though Augu/ias fpared no facrificej but in thd 
cad he drew from it riiis following: ' 

' * The Hebrew Infent, to whom all thegods pay 

* obedience, chaces me hence^ and^^fends me in- 

* to hell. Depart this temple, and fay^no more/ 

It is ealy to fee,, that upon the credit of fuch 
ftories they could not doubt, that Daemons e(n- 
fdoyed tbemfelvcs in pronouncing Oracle$, This 
great Fi?«/(who died in the reign of Tiberius ^ M 
did Jefiis Chrifi) was tha mafter of the Daemons^ 
whole empire was ruined by the death of a God 
of fuch falvation to the uhiverfe: or, if this expla* 
naflan do -hot pltfafe you, (for I hope we may 
Without impiety put contrary conftrufKons upon 
one and the fame thing, although it be of a reli^ 
§k>u3 concern) this great P^if was JefinCbrift him- 
&lf> whpie death caufed io general a grief and 
^ronflemation among the Daemons, who from that 
time cogid no more exerctfi their tyranny ovef 
mankind : thus a way has been found out to give 
^wo faces very diScrent to this great Pan. 
( Could the Oracle delivered to king TSalis (8 A 
Grade fo pbfitive concerning the holy Trinity) b4 
Jiuman fi£Hon ? how could the prieft of Serfipis 
-have dMned fb great a myftery, unknown th^h 
40 all the world, ^eri to the Jew& themfelves? ' 

If thefe Oracles were delivered by priefts, whi 

wereimpoftors, which obliged them to d«(cred7t 

•jme Another, and publish the ceflation of their 

'^'•acles; is.it liot vifiWe, thai: God forced the. 

uons themfeives t^ beai wirnefs to the t^x^i 
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befideSy why did the Oracks cenGs, if they were 
only delivered by priefts? 

CHAP. II. 

Tie Second Reafin vfby the Primitive Chriftians 
befteved that Oracles werefuperitatural: and 
the /Agreement of this Opinion with the Syftem 
pfChrijUamty. 

THAT there arepaetAohs« bdng once allow- 
ed by chriftianity, it was natural enough 
CD find them as much employment as poffible, 
Aod uot to- vtSok them ths^ ffSfi$tQ>e • of ddivering 
Oracles^ and working the (dheir Pagan miracteSf 
which ieemed to have need of it. Thus the an* 
eients fiived them&lvci tite tnx^le of entering in* 
to a dilcoiSon of matters which would have beeti 
tedious and difficult: and all that was (urprinng 
and excraordiaary was alcribed to the Daemons 
they had to do with : by this alone they (cemed'to 
confirm thdr eidftence, and the religion itlHf tb«it 
reveals it to ua. 

i.. Moreover, it is certain^ that about the time of 
the birch of Jefiti Cbriftj mention is often made 
<of the ceflation of Oracles even in prophane au^ 
ihors. Now, why this time, rather than anybther^ 
rVas <)eftiiie4 for the cel&ti6n of them is Very^ eafi«* 
ly accounted for, according to the fyftem of th€ 
Chriftlan religion. God had chofen his people out 
"ijf the Jewjfti nation, land left the empire of tho 
f^ of the wx>i]d to Daemons. til] the Coming of 
|us;3q^ ; but thcn,JK deprived tbemof that pow^-^^ 
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which he permitted them to have before. His wilt 
then was, that every knee ftioqld bend to Jejia. 
Chri/h and that nothing fhould hinder the efta- 
blifhraent of his i^ngdom over all pations* There 
is fbmething (b happy in this thought, that I do 
not wonder it has made fo great a progrefi. This 
is one of thole things^ to the truth of which we fb 
pfily give credit, and which convince us, becauie 
we are willing to believe them true. . 

C H A P. III. 

The Third Reafon of the Primitive Chriftians^ viz; 
The- jigretmeftt of their Optftion^iih the Philo* 
fapby of Plato. 

NEVER was any philo(bphy more in vogu« 
than that of Plato during the firft ages of 
the church: the Pagans were of different lefts of 
the Philofbphers; but the conformity whicli Pla- 
to's was found to havie with; religion^ carried al* 
moftall the knowing Ghridtansinto thatleftalone^ 
Thence came their efteera and fbndne(s for Plato^ 
they looked .upon jiiiti as a fort of Prophet who 
had foretold many important points of chriftian* 
ity, eipecially that of the holy Trinity; which no 
J>ody can deny to be clearly enough contained id 
has writings: nay, they went'fofar ais to take hpJ 
works for comments on the Icripture; and -ha (4 
the fame co'no^ption of the nature of the Logos^ 
or Word, as he had. He (uppofed God fb far «*• 
altcd above the creatures, that he did not believe 
^ey came immt^diately out of his hancis; an4< 
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Iherefbf e tke Philo&phier pat between diem and 
hiffl ifais Word, ds a fiep by whicli the a£t of 
God might pafe dbwQtotheni : theChrifliansein^ 
Icaced the fame idea of Jejm Chrift: and this 
may perhaps be the realbn ^Mrhynoherefy has been 
more gejoeraUy efpouiedi and. maintained with 
greater heat, than Arianifm. 
. This Platonifin, which Jcemcd tor do honour 
to the C^riftian religion, fidly maantained the ex« 
iftence of Daemons; which was from thence natu* 
sally adopted into the Chriftians notion of Oracles. 
. PkUo thought DaenKHis are of a naturebetween 
that of tl^ gods and that of men; that they are 
aerial Genii appointed as m^flengers between the 
gods and us ; that although they are near us^ yet 
we cannot iqe them; that they penetrate into all 
pur thoughts; that they have a love for the good^ 
and a hatred for the bad ; and that it was for their 
honour that inch yariery of facrificesy and for^ma- 
&y dtfS^ent ceremonies were appointed. 

It doesfiot from hence appear^ that Plat^ ac^ 
knowleged any evil Daemdnsvto which mig^t be 
attributed the management of the impofiure ofOra- 
cles. Plutarch notwithftandipg aflures us *, that 
jp/«/d owned there were fuch ; and among the Pla? 
tonical PhilofopherSy the thing is out of all dourbt« 
EMfebius^ in his Evangelical Preparation f, recite^ 
f great number of paflages of PorphyriuSy where 
that Pagan Philofopher aflTures us, that the evil 
pptmons aie the authors of enchantments, phil- 
tres^ and witchcrafts; that they only deceive our 

f {Mqiogue of the ccafi«£ of Oucks. ; 
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eyes with fpcftrcs and phantoms; that lying & 
elTential to their nature; that they raife in us the 
greateft part gf.ouf paffions; and that they have 
an ambition to be thought gods ; that their aerial 
and fpintual bodies are nouri(hed with fufTumiga* 
tions, bloody and the fat of facrifices; and that it 
is only thefe that undertake to give out Oracles^ 
and to 'whbra tftisoffice fo full of impofture is al- 
lotted : in (hort at the head of this troop of evil 
Daemons he places Hecate and Serapis, ^ 

. Jamblfchus*y another Platonift, has (aid as 
much ; and the greateft part of thefe things be- 
ing true, the Chriftians received them all witK 
joy, and have added to them befides a little of 
th^ircfwn: as for example, that^he Daemons ftole 
from the writings of the Prophets (bme knowlcge 
of things to come ; and £o got honour by it iii 
their Oracles, 

•- This (yftem of the ancient Chriftians had this 
advantage, that it di(covered to the Pagans hy^ 
their own principles the original of their falfe 
lyorfhip, and the (burce of tho(c errors which they' 
always maintained. They were perluaded that 
,there was fomething fupernatural in their Oracles; 
and the Chriftians, who had difputes with them, 
did not defire to confute this opinion. Thug the 
Daemons, in whofe nature both were agreed, help- 
cd to explain all that was fupernatural in them. 
They acknowleged indeed this fort of ordinary 
miracles wrought in the Pagans religioh ; but tlien 
they deprived them of all the advantage of it> by 
imputing them to fuch authors. And this ^as. 

♦ Tcriuliian in his Apolo^s, *' 
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a much more (hort and eafy way than to con* 
teft the mkacle it felf by a long train of en- 
quiries and arguments. Thus 1 have fhewh 
you how that opinion, which the firft ages of 
the church had of the Pagan Oracles, was 
cftabli(hed. I might to the three reafons, whicK 
I have already brought, add a fourth, as good per- 
haps as thofe: that is, that in the fyftem of Ora- 
cles being given by Daemons, there is (bmething 
marvelous: anjd whoever has iludied the humouf 
of mankind a .little, will find how much we ar^ 
taken with thje marvelous.* But I do not- intend 
to expatiate on this reflcftion; for they who think 
upon it will eafily believe me, without my bdng at 
any pains to prove it, and thbfe, that dp not, will 
perhaps give it no credit, notwithfianditog all iny 
proofs. • ' ,. ' 

Let us now examine the fevcral reafons. whith 
men have had to believe Oracles to be fupetn*) 
toal. 

CHAR ly. : 

Tiat tkejurfirtfing /lories told of OKACttt. 
;•'.,. i ougBt t^ be fuff>e^ed. ' 

IT wobW be difScult t6 account for thofe fto- 
tle^^aiid Oracles ^hich we have menftioned; 
"V^ithout having recoufle to Daemons.^ But therf 
the q^eAioii is, whether all this be true? let usf 
lie'well aflhrfid of the matter of* feft, before wcf 
troiible? ;0ur feives with enquiring into the caufey 
U j» iiue, that this method is too flow for the 
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grcateft part of mankind, who run naEturalljr 
|o tjl^e caule, and pafs over the truth of the 
matter of faft; but for my part, I will not be b 
ridiculous as to find out a ctHife for what i$ not. 
; This kind . of raUfbrtune happened (bplea&ntlyt 
8t the end of the laft age» to (bme learned. Ger* 
manSy that I cannot forbear (peakiog of it. ' In 
5 the year i593# there was a report tliat the teeth 
f of a chiH of Silefia of (even years old dropped 
' out, and that one of gdd came in the place of 
^ one of his great teeth. HoffiiuSj a profeilbr of' 

* pbyfic in the univcrfity of Hcimftad, wrole in 

* the year 1595, the Mftory of this tooth, and pre- 
^ tended that it was partly natural, apd party nu^ 
f raculous, and that it was (ehtfit>m God to Ais 
^ cUlld^ to4:omfbrtiiie^Chrtftian« who were then 

* afflifted by the Turks.' Now fancy toyour fetf 
what a eonfokition ^is was, and what this tooth 
could /ignify, either, to tbeCbriftians^ or theTutfkSr 
In the (ame year (that this tooth of gold niigtfit 
not want for hiftorians) one RuUandus wrote the 
hiftory of It: two •y earls afjf^r„ Ing^flcteruSy ano- 
jther learned man, wrote againft the opinion of 
BulLmdus cottceming this golden toodij mid ff«^ 
landus prefently jnakes a iine Jeamed reply. Li- 
haviusy another great man, coUefled all that had 
been feidt>f this toorii, to i#Wch ie^a^cdife orwlT 
9|>inion, After all, tilK)r<^aia!t^cootWeg:lo fi 
jp^iajy-ftmous worte,. ^ut ^jte^^tbv4tf-U» >i^lQgi9ir 
V>0^« of goVd. Wrhen a G^dlmlti^ had e^n^i^ 
^ed it/hc; foond} that it was-p^ly ^ l^^f ^f^oy. 
laid on tfa^e tocrth wi^ ^ gtreat^eal of imtA* 1^\^%\ 
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thejr grA compiled boaks/and then thefy^on&ked 
jthe GoldfiBith. •; ' 

' Nothing is mere Joaturri' than to do this iame 
thing in: all atb^er cola's. ! Aild lam not lb much 
conyinc^d of our- Ignorance; by the things that 
are, and of which the reaibns are unknown, as 
by thofe which are not^ and for which 'we yet find 
out rcafons. That is to fiy, as we want thofe prin- 
ciples thaAlca4 us tgf ihp truths fo we liaVe others 
which iagsMi e^&ceedijnig .well with that which is 
felfe.;,.:. - . 

Some learned naturalifts hsve found out the 
reaibp >x^y, places under ground are hot in the 
winter^ and cold in the furamer^ and great* 
er than they Jbave ikiceJdxfcoYered that this is 
not a'faft.; 

. Hiftc^icat di&u/nonsarei&ll more liable totbt$ 
efrOrU for; wb^n.we- argue from what h lai4 
in hiftory, what affurances have we that thcfe 
hiftorians were riot prejudiced, nor credulous, nor 
m}fii>formpd, -, npr negligent ^ . It is nec^fl'aiy 
•tl^erefpr^ ihijt^vf ihpald lOok 'Out'for one tha^ 
was an eye-\v?t|i?fs of ail tbofe things of which h^ 
writes, imp^rtiaL^nd accujrate. ^,^yhen menvfrit^ 
of (uch fafts, efpeciidJy .as "have a relation xo re^ 
Ifgip^i i' is, very, hard n^ to favour, according 
to the party of which they are, a falfe' religion 
•With[fi4van5iages^ that are 4iQt ^ue tok; or. not to 
give a triiie on^ ihofe fetfeipropgof which' it ba$ 
yip rieed* ' A^A yet wt^ nlaybe affiired that wc 
M^ never add more truth to what is true already, 
sikotmake that true which is flilfc. 
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Some GhriAians ia the firfl ages, forNv^ntbP 
being informed or convinced of this maxfan> 
vrerA £> :pripofkBkA ih favour of Chriitimiity, as 
to introduce, very bold iuppofiddti& wliich tM 
founder part of Cfcriftkns feftenil^ards dHbwnedi 
This inconfidei^te zeal produced a vaft number 
bf apocryphal books, to ^xrhich wete given the 
flames of Papm or Jewifli atttKors ; for the 
chuiich, faaVing to deal with thei^ t^ forts of 
ebemiea, >^wbat ooold flie do better fMtt'to %ht 
them with their own weapons, by producing 
books, Wiich, though written/ as was pnetcaid- 
cd, by their party, were neverthelefi very much 
in favo^ of Cbriftianity I But by all their ftrug* 
gleta draw from ^ theie-coilneoiiUrMiKirks SbtM 
very great benefit to their religion, they gained 
notieitail ; for dieddamefiofl^^i^fiileibarayed 
%h€m ; wid oor myfteries-ar© thereitt fe pliiftly 
unfolded, as rf the Prophets of the Old and New 
TeAament underftood nothing in comparirfbn of 
thofe Jewi(h and Pagan authors, Aiid what plea 
foever maybe urged- to lave the refutation of 
thofe books, too grfeat cleamefi will alwjfys ap- 
pear in them, a difficulty not to be lurmounted; 
As ibme Ghriftians fathered (purious books on 
Pagans and Jews, Heretics made no femple to fe- 
ther theirs on the orthodox. There was nothing 
to be met with but &1& gbQ^ls, tklSt epiAles of 
iheApoftieS) and&lft biftrties of their lives; and 
ft can only be afcribed %o the divirte- providence 
that the truth has been feparated.fi-om fo many 
*Docryphal works, as confounded It. 

Some great men of the church have fometimeft 
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kectx deceived bipth by the :^>onons linorkis of He* 
tetics &tliered upon tkc orthgdoK/land by what 
the ChrtfUajis fathered iipoa the Pagans oT' Jews.) 
but ofteneft by the lattisr. For they £ldam exa« 
mined ftri£Hy enough what they thought &vour« 
able to rejigion ; the heat with which they con« 
tefiedfor fp.gaod a caolie, not giviDg them the li« 
bofQf aiwlaya to nrokea good ciioice <of their wea« 
poos. This Is the jeafon that they have happen* 
ed lofl^timea to jnake ni& ofthebo^s c^^heSi* 
byli^ or tfaofe cSMermes Trykiegiftus king of 
Egypt. 

litis is not meant. to Icllen the andiority, or 
to ^enfore the merits of tfaofe great men. For af« 
tar having obferved aH the errors into which per* 
iiaps they have faijen, in iome fafti there will 
fliU remain abundanoe of folid realbnings^ and 
very curions difixTveries, which are worthy of onr 
higheft admiration. And i^ with the true proofs 
fnf our jlcligion, . they have lefi: ns others which 
maybe futpefted, it is- our part to receive that 
Only from them which 4s autbentic ^ and to par- 
don their zeal, who have furniflied us with more 
pioofs than there was any neceffity for. 

I am not at all fiirprized that diis fame zeal 
wade them believe, rfiat the Oracles, I know not 
how many, advantageous to their religion, which 
were current in the firft ages rf the chiffch, were 
. true. The authors of the books of the Sibyls; 
aad thofe of ^^rwf ^i frifmepftus^ywK, probably 
the authors alfo of tbefe Grades ; at lead it was 
mor« natural to fuppofe them focb, than the au* 
G i 
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thoris of intire volumes* The ftory oFTkifhtts 
n originaUy Pagan, and yet EufibiuSj and other 
great authors, have done it the honour to befieve 
it, though h is immediately fblbWed in Plutarch 
>Vith another €0 ridiculous as is enough to deftroy 
its credit. For Demetriuf (ays there, that moft 
of the iflands near Ei^latid ^e delerc, and con* 
iecrated to Daendons and Heroes, and that behig 
lent bythe emperor totakeaiiirvey of tlxeiei(hai)ds, 
he landed upott one of xhaCt that were inhabit- 
ed ; and that, a little time after his arrival, there 
happened a tempeft and terrible claps of thunder 
and lightening, "which ' made the people of the 
comitey give out thatfbine oii^ of their priacipo! 
Daemons ^vas dead ;* beckufe. their vdeaths teerd 
always attended with (bmething^Arange and hor« 
rible. To this Demetrius adds, that one of thofe 
iflands was the pri(bn of Saturn^ who was guard- 
ed tkere by Brlareus, and ^as buried in eternal 
flcep (which, methinks, fliould render the giani 
a very rieedlefi guard). ineomptliTed with ah in*' 
finite number of Daemons waiting at his feet as 
flaves. 

Has not Demetrius given a very curious rela- 
tion of his voyage ? And is it not pleafint to fee 
fuch a philofopher as Plutarch relate fuch wonrr 
ders fo gravely ? It is not without reafon that 
Herodotus is efteemed the father of hiftory y, all 
fhe Greek writers, who are on tlwt fuppofitton 
his offspring, partake of his genius. Theyliavc 
little truth, but much of the marvellous antl at 
imufing. Be diis as it will, if the ftoory of Tha\ 
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nus ioA no other iault»^ its beicg found ia the 
^me treatiie ivith die Daempn^ of Dwwtrius 
were enough to damajt. 
. But befides. this, it is ioot capable <rf*a rational 
conflrudioo* For if the ^reat god Pan were a 
Daemoo^^ couid not the Daemons have nodfied 
his death to one another without employing Tba^ 
ffnis ? Hzve they not other ways of infbrnuag 
one anotiier of news i And mDreoYer, can thejf 
be Co imprudent as to t^kpofe $kAr ini$fortwe% 
and the frailty of their natures to mankind f God 
con^pelled them to it, perhaps^ ^u will lay. Thea 
God had fbmedefigniait. But let us fee what fbU 
lowed upon it ; there was no peribn convinced 
©f the error iofPag^mifm^ by having heard of the 
death of the great Paft. It wa^ agreed that he 
was the fon 6fMercuiy and Penelope, and that 
it was not he that Was acknowleged in Areata 
for God of ally as his name imports; and there? 
fore though the voice named him the great Pan^ 
yet he was \mderilood to be but the litde Patt^ 
whofe death was of tio great jconieqnence, and 
does not jfeem to havje been much lamented. 
. If this great Pan vftvt Jefus Chrifl^ the Dae- 
mons only told men the news of a death fo filu- 
tary to them becailie God compelled them to it. 
But. what was the efib£i of all this ? did any one 
•und^rjlland the mme of jPii« in its true (enief 
filutarcb Jived in the fecond age- of the church, 
^nd yet no perfon then knew that Pan was Jefut 
Chrifi^ who died in Judea, 
5. The ftoxy of Tht*lis is related by Suldas (aa 
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author who has collefled a great many things, 
• but ill enough chofen .) His Oracle of Serapis is 
guilty of the fame feult as the books of the Sibyk ; 
that lis, of bfein'g too dear conc?erning our myfte- 
ries. Bat after all) we are certain that this Thnlisi 
king of Egypt, was not one of the Ptolomys ; and 
what then will become of the old Oracle, \f Se* 
rapts muft needs be a god firft brought into B^ypt 
by a Ptolomyy who fent for him out of Pdntus^ 
ais many learned men prctfended from very ftrong 
probabilities ? at lead it is certain that Herodotus^ 
who has written fo much about old Egypt, does 
not mention Serapis ; and that Tacitus relates at 
large how and why one of the Ptolomys brought 
from Pontiis the god Serapis, which was then 
known no wh^re feHe. 

The Oracle faid to htgvf en ^oAugnftus, con- 
cerning the Hebrew Child, is by no means to be 
received. Cedrenus quotes Eufebius for it ; but at 
this day there is no fuch thing to be .found there. 
It IS not impofiible but Cedrenus might make t 
felfe quotation, or quote fome work wrongly at- 
tributed to Eujebius, He is a fine hiftorian to re- ' 
late, upon the credit of certain forged afts of St. 
Petery which were even current in his time, 

* that Simon^ the Magician had at his gate a great 

* dog, which devoured all thofe that his matter 
J would not have enter ;. and that St, P^ter, com- 

* ing to fpeak with 5/wo», commanded the dog to 

* go and tell his matter, in human language, tha' 

* Peter, the fervant of God, would fpeak with 

* him : that the dog Went and performed that 

* command, to • the great amazement of fuch a^ 
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^ were then with Simon. Nay, that Simon^ to 
'/hew that. he knew as mych as St. P^/er, bid- 
* the dog go ^nd tell him, that, he might enter s 
'which the dog. immediately did.' Hence yciil 
may fee what jrt is the Greeks called writing hiftpry. 
Cedrenus lived in an ignorant age, when the Xx" 
centioufnefs of writing fables with impunity talli- 
ed with the general inclination of the Greeks. - 
But ihi^yj^.ZufebiuSy in ibm^ work of his^ 
which has not come ' do^fcn to . our hands, had 
aftually- treated of the Oracle ofAuguftuSj yet w» 
find Eujebius htmielf ' is -fometimes mi Aaken ; of 
which there are evident proofs. The firfl: defend-- 
ers ofChriflianity, JuftiriyTertuirtany Theophilus.y 
Tatiauy iwopld they have (aid nothing of an Ora- 
cle jb .much in favour of their religion ? fla4 
they (b little zeal as to.negleftfuch an advantage? 
Nay, even tliey *, who give us this oracle> fpoll 
it by adding, that Auguftus on his return to Rome 
caufed an altar to be fet up in the capitol with thi$ 
infcription, * This is the altar of the only Son> 
*or eJdefl Son,, of God* . "Whence had he the 
id^ pf this only Son of Gpd, of which. the Ora; 
cle n>afces no mention I \xi fhort, what is mor^ 
obfervable is, that Auguftus after the voyage he 
made into Greece, nineteen years befpre the birth 
oijejuf Chrlfty never went thither again, and when 
^e returned from thence^ he was ,not in a humouj: 
to ereft altars to any god but himlelf : for h^ 
fuffered not. only the cities f of Afia tOrraife altars 
to him, and celebrate holidays in his honour j 

* Cedrenui, Suidas, Ntceph, ' 
/\ •}■ Tacitus, Dion Cajfm, -^ 
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but alio that at Rome they {hould coniecrats one 
to Fortune rHummgy Fortunae redid, that wai 
to (ay, to bimielf^ and that Aty keep the d^ of 
his Co happy a return as. a feftiviiL • ' ^ 

The oracles^ vfhich£u/eiiusktitAti(itomPor^ 
pfynusyGxmcd more perplexing than all the red 9 
for Eufibius would not have charged Ptirphyriup 
\yith Oracles of which he made no mentioHi aod 
Porphyrius^ who wa^ fb attached i to Paganiim, 
urould hot haTQ' qoboed falfe Cracks coticerning 
the cefiation of Oracles themfel ves, and to die ad* 
Vantage of the Ghriftian religion : this is a csiie^ 
it feems, in whkh the teftimony of an enemy hat 
a great deal of weight. 

- Btit, on the other hand, Porphpius was not fo 
iinlkilful a man, as to fiirnifli the dhriftians with 
weapons againA Paganifm, without being neoef^ 
(arily forced to it by the confequence of ibme ar» 
guraent ; which does not appear to be the cafi 
here. If the(e Oracles had been alleged by the 
Chriftians, and if PorphyrluSj owiii'ng that they 
Were aftuaJly delivered, had d-enfed the coisfe- 
tjuenccs drawn from them, it is eertam that they 
Vould have then been of very great %ye1ght. > 

But It i« from Porphyrins himfetf that the Chri* 
ftians (as appears by the example ofEufeiius) 
ferch thefe Oracles ; that very Porphyrins wh6 
t^kcs pleaftre to ruin jfiis own religion, afnd t6 
eftablifti* another. The truth is,' this IsYolpici^ 1 

bus of itfejfj apd yet it beconies morfe to^ by his J 

j)u(hing the thing fo far ; for "we are *to!cl froiji | 

him of I know not how many Oracles very ^tjar | 

pofitive, concerning the perfon ^f Jefux 
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Chrtfi, hi& refiirrfi^lkni and afcehfion*'' In fine^' 
die moft bigotiid and leiarned of the Pkgans hath 
^TTca us abuitdant proofe 6f Chriftianky ; but 
wc.mayATdl fuQ^eft fe madh gentrbfity. * 

Eufebius bclkved it a very great advantage to 
be able to flice Pcrphynus at the head of fo ma- 
ny Oracles in j&vour of religion;, and he gives 
tbeni us.ftripped of^the additions to them in the 
■wrklngs of Porpfayrtili; Hdw do we know, whe- 
ther hCfdKd rtot reftite, themi If he had coriftlt* 
ed the intereft of his caufe, he oaght to- have don^ 
it ; ^ndiifhedid not do it, certainly he bad fome 
hidden intention. 

It is'tobqjfufjffeafedj'^AatPir/i^jirrwif W wlck^ 
ed eoQSighi tp iraniel &He^Oracl^, ami prefetii 
them to Chriftians, witfa.&defign ofridicpliiiig 
their credulity, if they fliould receive them for 
true, and think to fupport their religion by fuch 
props: and thep he. would 'bav6 drawn confe- 
qctences from it of much greater importance than 
thdfeOraclSs, and hare attacked' the' whbfeChrw 
fti^n.iyftetft with this inftarice, which howttver 
would not have been conclu/ive. ^ 

.It is very certain, that this fame Porphyrius^ 
who furniihcd us with all 'thel^ Oracles, maintain* 
ed, as we have remarked, that they iwere, deli- 
vered by lying |pi?*its ; it rnay:viery well then be 
imagined^, that he placed all the myfteries of ow? 
religion in the Oracles, purely tp deftroy the crer 
dit of them, and to render them fufpefted of for- 
gery, as l:K;ing attefted by falfe wimefles. I toow 
the Cbriftians did. not take it in that fenfe ; yet 
&|c^,.tfeey had, never. pioyed by any argum^n^i 
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fhat theD^iemofW were iboie fSiMifiiroedtofpeak 
f be truth, Porphyrms wa» always inaconditioai to 
ms^e uie of his Oracks «grifiA them. Aad tliere* 
fore, by the tutere of /(be diQnitc^ thfigr ongfat to 
have denkd, that there w^c.arer any Orades^ as 
we do at this prelent TMs is a pl^ ivafbn to 
me why Porphyrius was ib profofe of Ondea in 
^vour pf our reUgioQ* Btit . wbac would Isa^re 
beea the diccefi of the grc;at eoutroireify betwieeir 
the Chriitians ai|d P^atis, we 'Can Mly.ootije'' 
£luref for ^ the papers are not come to €>ar 
hands. Thus b(y cxamiaing chiogi a Iktfe dole^ 
ly, we fiud that the Oracles, which wem recfcoo^ 
e<i fvich woiWkr^f iirver ^ttc ki faeidg % «f which 
I need not give any mooe inftancesy all the reft 
behoof the Amenatvnt^ 
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7*4/ M^, cwm9n ofimm corner tmfg <ihfcks Joes 
not 4gw fa weil as it is imd^nid nnfit-h the 

ChriJHan religion. ♦ ' ' 

'TT H E filence of the fcriptures concemtag theft 
^ evil Daemons, which it is pretended -were 
the managers of the Oractes, hath not ohly left 
IIS at liberty to believe nothing of them, but na- 
tttrally inclines us to believe thecontraVy^ for, can 
It be pofliblc that the fcriptures would not have 
acquainted the Jews and Chrlftians of a thing 
which it fo eKtremcly imported them to know, 
and which they could never have guefled at by 



&eir AatDral tealboj' that tbjey m'^^ not be flag^ 
gered in ^eir j^wq idii^op^ by feeing things lb 
furprlfing in a^ocfapr ?: . Fefr I ooncdive idaat God 
<^^ 4^9ke «o miGin tx^&pfii}! the weakne& of, theit 
iui4$fAftficKag^ \Hfaichi<hC itfelf was iu>titjliicient 
for thejr (KCafiohs ; aikd that wfaatfbever he has 
not declfured <o themi is either of fuch a natiiro 
that tbey may leapQ it them&lvcs^.^or that it is 
aot n^cejITaj^ th^y (hbuld know it. ^ So thatif 
th^ Oracli^ .i&A been ddiveced. by evii Qaemons^ 
God V0iild{ha%^ ^udHit •Jasown>to us, to. have 
preveatted us from believing- that lie himfelf de» 
Uvered tbtat^ or that tbsre was any thing divine 

Mifiifefidli^oni 

David reproached tiie Pagans vA^ god^ that 
bad momhE dftd fpial^e not, And wUWe$ that their 
«dauers, ibr a punilhment/imigiit 6etome^like 
tibfethey ^d^yrsd ; btit if thtlfe g4>d$had not only 
the nfe <^ff>eech9 but alio the knowiege of things 
to come, I fee no reafon David had thus to re* 
fw^A K\k Pagans, nor why thejr itoeidd be an- 
gry for being tike to their gods. ' ' 
' When *he hdly fathers inveigh, >vrdi !6 mucK 
telbil, againft t^ worftiip of Idols, they always 
argue from the in^potency of them ; bat if they 
had lpoken,if^they had predifted thingsito come, 
feenthey ought not to have contemned- their im* 
potency, btiitftkould rather have dilabulcd ih^ 
people, dnd coiifeffcd ^e cktraordinary powe^ 
ftat ^vas^n them ; hrfine, would tbey have beeii 
fo much to blame for adormg what tbey believed 
^s ammatcd by a divine virme, or at leafta yir** 
ttte more than human i It is true, that theie 
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Dflemohs were enemies 'to Gdd ; t>ut could the 
Pagans kitow that i As the Daemons requb-ed 
to-emonies that'MEei^«bM*bardus and extra vagant, 
the Pagans bdieved them &iu&ftkai dr et^e), but 
neytectheleis they believed tbem more '{xiwerful 
than men ; nor did they know that the^ true Gc^ 
offered men his proteftion' agkinft them. For 
the imoft part,, they only fubmitted themfelves 
to their gods as toforhudable enemies, who Were 
to be appealed at any rate ; nor 'had this (ubmiP 
fioniand fear been<gi:duAdle{s> ifnhi Daetnon^ 
aftualJy gave proofs of thfeir power over xiatDttV 
Inline, Paganiim, though a worfhip abominable 
in the fight of God, would have, been but an in-j 
yoluntjary aild an excufebte err6r. -/a 

.. You will fay, if the faUe priefts always deceiv- 
ed the laity, ,then:P^g^iiiifn(i \i^$ no^morc.than 
afimpleerror into which, the fcredfilpus pcopfc 
jell, whilft their real intention was to honour a 
fuperior being. 

- Put the c^fe is. much other\yUe ; fbr it bfijboy^ 
men to be on their gufird againft .erj-QTsiiL' into 
which pther meja, may lead them;; . bi^t tl^jfi is no 
poffibilky of fore«-arming themfely* s^^O ^^oft 
errors into which they may be ied i)y Gfntt^ or 
Daemons which are above theiftfeives. .The 
light of my re^nis ib^cient to f^xamin^ whether 
a ftatue fpeaks or npt,;; hut .fr<^ni|itl|e ^onient 
that it does fjpeak^ I carinot help tfeinkipg jt a di- 
yinlty. In a^vord, Godis.pnly oyigqdi.>y ^^ 
laws of his goodneft, to proteft me from thofe 
impofitions from which I cannot d^end J[nyfelf > 

a$ 
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aS'fbrolhcr things, it is incumbent on rfiy raw 
ion to dcPits ojficis. 

We fee alib-tbat when God j^fenrftted -the Dae-* 
mpns^ to \(«rk nbiracks, be at the fame time con- 
fiunded chein by vfoMng greater. Piofiiik wa^ 
li&leto::i)e deceived by hls^Magidans, hvtt Mo/if 
was ftiil morer pbwerfiii than the Maglciahs o^ 
PAar'aok. Tfac Daemons never had more powet^ 
or.did'morefupprizmg things, than in the time- 
tijefids Cbrifi'^Xifii theiApOfties. 

T^is hindsrs notibnt that Paganifin with juftice^ 
faatii''been always called the worfhip of Daemons* 
VoTf in the firil place; the Pagans idea of the. 
divinity does not at all agree with the tme 
Cilody btirwith' the reprobate and eternally un- 
happy Genii* Seconi^y, the defign of the Hea-^ 
tiiens was not fo much to adore the firft beings 
the- fburce o£ all good,, as thole evil beings of 
whole anger or caprice they Hood in fear. In 
fine, the Daemons, who have without contradi£^i* 
on the power of tempting men, and laying fhares* 
for them,., countenanced > as much as eveh they> 
coirldi^he grofi errors of the Pagans^ and made* 
them blind to palpable impoftures* Fromhcncc^ 
it isriaid Uiat Piaganifra was upheld nbt by mira* 
ctes,. but by the tricks of the Daemons ; which- 
iuppoies that in whatever they did there \il'as no^ 
thing of -reality or truth, nor of fiich power as- 
effefhially to make a Aatue fpeak. 
' Neverthefcfi, if is poflible that God has forac- 
ttmes permitted the Daemons to animate idols:- 
fctGU: if 'thi3( ever happened, God had' bis reafons* 
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for It, which are always worthy of profound vc". 
neration ; but generally Ipeaking there was ne- 
ver any fuch thing, ' God. permitted the devil to 
burn the houfes of Job, and lay hispaftures dc- 
foJate ; to kill all hia cattle, toafflift his body with 
a thoufand fores, but it rtiuft not therefore fee faid: 
that the devil is let loofe on all thole to whom' 
fuch misfortunes happen. When we tMk' of any. 
man's being fick or ruined, we do not think that 
the devil is concerned in it. The cafe of Job is 
a particular cafe, on which our argument has no 
dependance, and our general reafoning never ex- 
cludes the exceptions that the almighty power of 
God may make to all things. ... • 

It is apparent then, that the common opinion 
concerning Oracles doesnot very well agree with 
the goodnefi of God, and that it difcharge&Paga-* 
nifm of great part of the extravagandes and abo- 
minations which the holy fathers always found in* 
it. The Pagans might have fa\d in their, own. 
juftification, that it was no wonder they fhould 
obey thofe fpirits which animated ftatues, and. 
every day performed a hundred extraordinary > 
things; and the Chriftians, to take from thdm. all 
excufe, ought never to have yielded fchem this 
point. If the w^hole Pagan religion had been no 
other than an impofture of the priefts*, Ghrifti- 
anity had an advantage from the exceffive ridi- 
culoufnefs of it. ' 

Befides, there is great probability that the diA 
p\ites between the Chriftians and Pagans were in* 
Sat ftate when Porphyrlus confefles fo freely,' 
the Ol-acles werie delivered by evil Daemons* 
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Of tbeleevU. Daemons he made a double u(e : ht 
TOade ufo of them, as we have already feen, to 
render thofe Oracles unprofitable and even difed- 
Vantageous to the Chriflian religion, which the 
Chrifttans thought were on their fide ; and be» 
fide$» he imputed all the folly and barbarity of an 
infinite number of £acrifices, which, 'without ceal^ 
ing, they reproached the Pagans witb&l, to ihefe 
cruel and crafty Genii. To prove therefore that 
Daemons were not the authors of the Oracles, is 
ztt^LQking Porpiynus in his laft intrenchments, 
and efpoufing the true interefl of Chriftianity. 

CHAP. VI. 

TAat Daemons are not fuffictently eftablljhed 
by Platonifm, 

TN the firfl: ages, poetry and philofophy were 
the lame thing, and all wifdom was contain- 
ed in vcrfe. Poetry was no great gainer by this 
alliance, and philofophy ftiil lefs. Homer and 
Hefiod were the firft Grecian philofophcrs ; and , 
thence it is that the other philofophers paid a ve- 
ry ferious regard to whatever they (aid, and ne- 
ver quoted them but with great honour. 

If^frtet very often confounds the Gods and Dae* 
jnflons tbgethcr : but Hejiod difHnguifhes four 
Ipecies of reafbnable natures, viz. the Gods> 
the Daismons, the Demi-Gods or Heroes, and 
^Mcn. Nay, he goes farther yet, and notes 
•the duration of the lives of Daemons : for thd 
^ Da 
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jpymfhs, of ^vhi(3^ *c fpe^ jai thsl pkc^J tm 
gping to^xioie, are th^DaeujOQs, i^'Plufftrak 
iWckrflaD^s it-lb, i 

• A crow,, iays ife^^, Jives nine times z% long 
^* ;»S'a man, a (lag fo^r4iin€S;as long asa^crow, 

* a wvm thre^friwes as long as a flag, the phoe- 
f niK.ivine tkpes ftsjpi^ as.a rayeo ; und, in firw» 

* jhe<nympbs ;tejj> times -as.'loog as the |jjipemxv 
•Poe ^i^A be a^t io take this calculation ffor^ 
^ere poetic conceit, !un\v!prthy tlie refkftions ,<^ 
a philofopber, or the.iTOtatiQn of a poetj fof 
there Is .in It .neithjsr «ff-eeableRe6 jaqr ti;mhfi 
but Plutarch is not of this opinion; for as he 
found, that fyppofli^ ^he lift of man to be 
leventy years, which is its ordinary duration, 
.the Pae.mons then ought to live fix .hundred and 
eighty thoufend and fonr hundred years : and 
as he did not conceive how any experiment of 
this fo long life of the Daemons couW be »made, 
he rather believes that ffefiodf by the age of 
jnan, underftood but one year. The interpre- 
jtation is not very natural ; but accorcfing to this 
cfttmation the JUft of the X^aemons is not abovp 
nine thowfand, feven himdiied and vmpfiy- year^ 
and xhexiJPiMfarjci oould ^ly conoeive ^ ppflir 
bility of jBtifdiog tint how DaemoDS ccaaU Jhre S^ 
loaig. jAiid"befides, ie jrjemarks Ui^Ae number 
of nine tkoofand, (even hundred 2ti»d tweoity 
year5, certain Pythagorean pcrfeflaons, -whict 
ceoder k together x^apable to denote tlfte.teaft 
rf )tbe Eves, of Daemons. Thdfe , wei:p the ifc 
♦ijucfa boafted iicafimings jof aafiqiaity, Af^r «d» 

>ems qS Homer and^^c^, wc find the Dae- 
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mons in the Philolbphy ot Plate ^ who can nc^ 
trer be fo6 much commended, fince \t is h0f, of 
all the Greeks, who has conceived the higheft 
idea of God ; though even this plunged him in 
filfe notions. Becaufe God is infinitely exalted 
above men, he believed that there muft be mid- 
dle beings between him and us, to maintain a com- 
munication between two extremes fo'fer diftant, 
and thereby' to convey the operations of the De- 
ity down to us. * God, (ays he, refembles a tri- 

* angFe, which has three fides equakj the Dae- 

* mons are like a triangle that has but two fides 

* equal ; and Men are like a triangle which has 

* all tree fides unequal.' This idea is well enough 
fancied, if it- were but as well founded. 

* But after all, may it be faid, has not Plato rea- 
foncd juftly I And do^not. we know for certain, 
Ijy the Holy Scriptures, that there are Genii, or 
Spirits, minifiers of the will of God, and his 
meflengers to men ? Is it not wonderful that 
'^lato (hpuld idilcovcr this truth by the light of his 
^latural rcafon I 

' I.confefi, th^t Plato has conjeftured aright; 
neverthelefi, I blame him for his conjefture. Di- 
vine revelation aflores us ^f the exiftence of An- 
gels -ai^d Daemons, but it is not within the fphere 
of human reafon to aflure us of it. He know^ 
^ottwbat'to jnake of the infinite (pace which is 
between Qqdr.and Man, and therefore he fiUils if 
.'With Qgmi and Daemons : but with what ihaU 
ihat infinite fpace be filled, which isbetweenGoi 
suid thefe Genii, or Daemons themfelve^.? For 
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the ^Bftaoce between God and «ny cretturtf winft* 
f\jfiy^r\$Hi&fxUe. AiidiflheaAiofiof<3odiXHA 
lraterfe> as one may ^y, thi$ tafioite vacuum to 
go to the Daemons, U may as weU reach even la 
|VIen^ iince they are farther off but by vtry 6w 
degrees^ which bear no proportion to the 6x(k 
diftance. When God treats wi& men by the 
miniftry of Angels^ it is not to be xmderfiooi^ 
that AngeU are oeceilary for this comxnuniGatioo^ 
as PJato pretends ; God employs them for. rea* 
fons« into which phitolbphy can; never penetrate, 
and which can never be perfc^y known but by 
himfelf. 

. According to that idea^. which the compariibii 
of the triangles gives us^ we find that Plafo fraaif 
ed this notion of Daemonsr to the end We m^ht 
mount fiomone creature to another dreature more 
perfed^tili at length we aicended toGod himfel£ 
So that God would have but ibme degrees of per 
feAionmore than the higheft creature y but it is 
^ifible, that as they are all infinitely imperfcA in 
refpeft of him, becaule they are aR infinitely di^ 
ihtnt from him ;^ fb the differiences of perfeAioD> 
which are between the creatures, vam(h as (bon 
as they are compared wth God ;. for what raifes 
them (Mie above another, doesnot bring them in 
any proportion near to him. ^ 

And if we only confult human reaion, there !a 
no need of Spirits either to tranimk ^e aAion: 
of God to Men, nor of phcing between Go^ and 
us anything that approaches him nearer 'th^ 
■^e can. 

Perhaps P/afo himfelf was not (b iiire of th<» 
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eiuAenoQ 9f I^k I^mdniB^ ;«« the PkttNuOs teve 
iincpjbeeni. ^Wlmc mOeSime fuTpea Msit, th«l 
^ piAces Ii.o!?e if^tbs sKifiiber of tib^ DacmOfis ; 
for be 'Ofte^ mi;(f &.gaUaiit]fy *wlth fUklbpiiy^ 
l^dhieulent ^vap 4^l?l^ n^eanieft on^imt; fiifagB6t; 
He fays^ that Love is the (gn of the god of rich^ 
es, by poverty: that from his father he derives 
his great courage, his esaked notions, his incli- 
nation to give, his prodigality, and his confidence 
in hi^own fthei^'k, kts g&od o]»inidn of his own 
iamt> a()dfthri:>ition^to^hsv9e^Ivaysthe pr^ 
ence. But that he derives fi-oni.fa}s mothet Aat 
indigence which makes him always afking, that 
impbrtumty mMi which be ' a&s,' that Itinidity 
ivhicfa hindei^ him 6ften fr^m daring to aflr, that 
diQK)fltioci '^tAMLhfc ha3 to felrvttude, and that 
fear of being ^leipSfedi which Ke can never lolel 
Thi$, inmyopinioti, IS one of &e prettieAlhbles 
that was ever invented. ' It is ^eafam to find 
Flaio fometiraeB wHting in a ftile as gay and hu- 
morous, and that too Mi^ith as lit^ iblidity> aa 
^Aioarcn oould himftlf hm done.^ Hiladefcripdi^ 
on of the pedigree of iiOve extremely welt (etsfi^th 
aril the iaittafticalnefs of its nature 7 bat we know 
not what to make of Daemons, ifLovemuftpaft 
for one. 

- Itdoes^not appear Aat P/^ffo utidfcrflood thU 
in a natural and DhilolbphkMI fen(e, hor that hit 
l^aat that hbvevhk h btin^ cm bt us, or ex* 
♦rinlka!; inKalMtSng'th^hiri c^tainly he meant 
•this' only in a gJiy •finfe; -AriS theti Mi<e are at 
^or- liberty to beficve, that silt his DaemcMis ar4 
of the fame kind with Love, Aod^ fince be wan* 
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tonly mingles fables with his lyftem, he cares nof 
much iFthe4reft of his fyfteiti pais for a fable. - 
, Hitherto we have only atifwercd''the rtafbns 
urged for die opinion that Oracles hard- fbmething 
ia them fupernatural. We wilt now begin to 
confute his hypothcfis. ' »• 

C H A P. VII. 

thait the gnat fiSts of the fagcmPhilo/iphen 
' diJrtot beHeve then wastany tiingJupeKnatu* 
'lifalinOracies^- ' ' 

T F ill. the midft of Greece if felf, ^^here all places 
r- refound wi^h Oracjes,. we, hadmaioitiined 
that they were but in^pofture^, j:^o one would 
Ji^ve bften aftcwiiflied with tj*e holdnefs of the pa- 
radox ; and we ftiQuld have been in ao lieed of 
tafeing.any mcafures to veQt it in fecret. The 
Philc^ophers were, diyided on.thcXubjejJt.grQiia- 
cks; the Platonifts and. Stoics were^for.them, 
bttt, the Cynics,, J?erip4tiirtc$^ .ind Epicureans 
made a perfeft jeft of them. . Whatever there 
was of the. marvellous in the prqdes, half the 
wife men of Greece were flill at liberty to believe 
nothing of them ; and this notwithftanding the 
cpjiii^on prejudice of the Grecians j >yhich is a 
thi^g'Wpr^.fl^pfWiJg, ' / ;:.>^ i; ' .. :: 
^-Eiifebius t-^ells us : t)iat ,Cx hun^ired jHeathe^ 
authprs wrote ^gpinf^ the OraRjesj bijt of ftU 
tfeefe, in nvyopinioi\, Oenama^s, (of whom^ h? 
makes mention, and of . whom he, has preierM^i 

\ Lib. 4. of his Evaog. Preparatibiir 
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ibmeii;agments) 1$ one, [tbe U4^^w)^eryfpi^l» 
is to te the pioft lamented. , : r^ ' > 

io thole/r^n^ts^hirt^ajC veta^diayitis'ples^ 
fant to -find this OeH&iftauSy full of rtbe 'Cynlpat li- 
berty, ai^ii^g upon cveify.OwcIe againfttheGod 
^vboddivered it, aad calling ^him tJo ab &c€o«Af. 
^ee, ^inftance, bQ>v be fvc^t% th^iG<»d^Pei- 
jAqs, on his,foUawidgaafwer K)^^/. i 

' Cro^s^ in.paf5»g/ihe mer^Hafls, .ihrflrfctr 
' vert a grent^mj^r^j' : 

Ia£i£b^ p-Of^j j)a/Eng the rl'^erHalfe attacked 

^ruf, ^ho^ A&^>tbe^wortd lcaotw,xfdl furipufly 

ugQ^ hUn^ a;^!^ derived bi|n of all hi& dominions. 

* You boaftcd, (ays Oenomaus to J^lMx rin fWDt- 

oth«r Qi:ai;k dfilivRred.lo Cro^fe, tlafatt you 

kawf. tte1nttmtep^;^f tbe;graii|is pf,fepd.to^the 

fcft ; you &t a-,great ^'ai^^ ijjp^a.y^iarfeif, be- 

t3Mfe»yim;i6w,.ftpm.>Bdphos^ rthe Tort<nft, 

whicb, :by owkr f^CrotJifs^ w^-theii dieffing 

in Lydia. A x«>\>h fdUcov^iy dthis to !be fb 

ycood lof ! But ivhe^i yon wens confultBd coi^ 

xiendhg'fiie&cne&<3ff ifed w^rrbeiweeaa Cr^^ 

andQwTffii, thei-e'yoii wiB^ta ftand, ifyott 

•can iditriiie what Oiall liappen in time to come, 

to what purpofe do.youniafce ufe of fGedasSS 

ipbedi'wbiic^icsLaiQOt/he.un So you 

Jiot hpgxvrctbac they >ii^U.iit)t *^ t^nderftoodf 

if jhsudb knoQHf^ h, youitbentake^ ptealkr;e t6 

mdkoosyaiirtipQi^t;;. If yom^.iiot know^if, 

let XI5 inform yota^ that you ought to ipeak mort 

clsarly, and tteit ysoa'are notuBdorftaxxl* *' ' 

^X ieU ^you ^aUby ;ii^ you choietto x& double 

f «ntBiidrds, =t6ci3aBa*i>hrMe,by.vfa^ 
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^^^'^^B^ihitCrbi^f foall fuBvcrt-a great empircf, 
< 13 hot well chofen, -and that it can -figmfy no*- 
^- thing eHe 'but a Vi&brf^Croefiis over tyras. 
-^^ If ^hings^'riiWl *nteds hrfppen, wherefore Hoft 
-* tfiouamufe us wkh thy ambigdities ? What 
•* • dbft thoti do At Da J>hi«; ^wretclicdly employed 
"^-"as thou art in-fihging id|e,' nfelefs -prophe* 
' cies ? • To ' what- ptfffofy dtl "We make thee 
■^' /b many ficViikes? -.^VJfatfftiy'poflefles u^ V 
But Oenomaus is yet m6r« biif bf haihbur with 
•the Oracle* vihichJpolb tJeliveped to the Athe- 
nians, wHeaAefyf^i*M'ii]>to'Gi*ctfceSvith iinhe 
•forces of Afia. The^Fy thhA Oracle ^Ve them 
-for aiifwef/- ji. .-.^a... iv - .1-^ . ' ?. . i * 
r * That M/»^rva, tfce -fftW^Si^ls' cfTAAatisi, cn- 
> deavoutedall matineroiJ^iys^ 'btftili-Vain, td 
•^^ appcafe' tKe danger of /«>f^r;but fleverthelcfs 
/ fupitir^ forthc felte of his daught«i5^/<3bnl€nr- 

* ed 16 fufferthe Athenians taflvetiierafelves in 
^' walls 6f wood 5 a jid' » that Suldtnine. /hoiald fee 
'* ^theddrtruflion of anany diHdren dearito dieir 
^ jnothers ; dther wheSn S?r«^ftKnild'b^^fcan©i5ecl 
^ ■ sbibad, or when the (hould bo^'gathered in.'. 

( Upon- this 0^if67iu</^lQ(es allipRonfirofi-e/peA 
for the 'god of Delphos. ^. J * 
I * This fcontrjoverfy.'betwecn.the father and [tb^ 
f daughtcr^i lajrsrhc, is' very becdnnng to-^thc 
.^ Gods I . That theteifhQutd be in heaves^ fikK 
^ contrary intdreils ^tid iodinations is excellent ! 
/ 7tf?l/tfr is angry with Athens, he brings down 

* all.theftircesofAfiaagainft it J but if he could 
^ not have ruined 10 othcryays, if-hevhaH'no 

I mor^ Aiindej-l^ft, if ^lelwas jedac^d to borroNt 
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' foreign forces^ how had he XxxhS^^ <^«'d ^^^ 
' to make all the forces of Afia (fwfi»lt Oracles 
' gainft this town \ Y« aft^r thfa \S^^^ ^^ «*«*« 
' tofavethemfeltesinwallsof wooJ^'y^^^^^^- 
< then was bis anger to fall ? what, on t^"^' ^^^}^ 
' Rare diviner j With all your conjuratioS^f ^^ 
' know not whofe tb^^Q.. children, fliall bo thafi^ 
' Salamine (hall fee the 'deftru£Hon of> whetbpr. 
' Greeks or Perfians ; thopgh they mnff he either ' 
' of one or thepther array. Dopotyottatlebft 
' know, that we Ihallfoon fte you do nt>t*kn6w' 

* which i Yop conceal the time of the battle un«»' 

* dcr thefe poetical expreflionsv * when Ceres ihalh 
*^ be feattered, or when (he (hall be gathered in.*- 

* You think, by this pompous langvi^age, to caft' 
^ a raift bc§)re our eyes ; j but does not every bd« ^ 

* dy know tha^a naval b%tde tmuft be fought el-^- 

* rher in feed-time or hajvrfl ; fu'rely it will not^ 
'. be in winter. But let what yfj^ happen, you 

' will get yourfelf olT by the niVaus of this /«• 
' pitery wjiom. Minerva ^ endeavour^ to appeafe ; > 
*..if the Grecians Idfe the battle?,. 7«//>fr Was' 
< th^n inexorable ; if they gain it,, theiy Jupiier , 

* foffeted himfelf to be appeafed> When your 
'. fay, j^pello let thern fly to walk of wood, you\ 
*,PQunfe!,..you. dp not divine.- I, who know • 
^ not what divination is, could have (aid as much 
'as this. ; I fliould have judged indeed that the* 
' fury of ^he w^f would fall uppn Athens * and- 
' that fince the Athenians had. (hips, the beft . 
* ; thing they could do, was. to abandon th^ir city, : 

* and betake themfelves to the fea.' 

. Sucii was the veneration that fome great (&&$ 



''prtG tliatfliiu5fgthadfo|.Ofaclet, andfartbofc 

' 13 not well ik thought the authors ^of them; It 

^ thing elfe at tO'tblnfc that kfl-tW Pagan rdi- 

If ^hings^^fn^^ than. one preMchi' ofphHofo. 

* thou {^tjje.gojg (aig,cat« of'huttiaa affaiw, 

* ^^ttasy-not ? • The quoftten twn* iipon this 
pointy t.xvhecher wo (hall worihip them or 

n^jfefi them ; die people have Ueeti' ufntvrfaUy 
for adocation, and we eTer3r;where''Ao' temples 
and (axrrific^s j yet a gre^t feft ofthe ^httofi^her s 
num taitis piibUdy that thefe (krifices/ thefe 
templesy. theft 'idorafiont,- art aU'to^no purpofci 
and that thegods, (b far from delighting in them, 
take no notice of them'. There is not a Grecian 
who doeg not conftdt thbaracles concerning his 
afl&irs; but this doe* riot- prevent their bcii^g 
publicly treated in threegrcat fchools of phUofo* 
pi^asabfolote impoftthres^ 

Let me beg lebvo to! oSirry this reiIe6tioh ti little 
farther^ which may Cirve for a fbllcr'dtfeavcry 
of th& Pagan religion*. The Grecians in general 
hadaaxxtraordiriary genibsy bbt'thayw«r(^liclde, 
curioos, refttefl, and guve* way to pafflon-; and; 
tadedare'my whole opinion of them> ihcir wit 
overfwayed their judgment. The Romonst'bad 
quite another cbaraOer ; they were felid/iWious^ 
and indudrious^ they knew how to puHqe^sl it' 
fign, and could forefte thecon(eqoencesOf/it at a' 
great diftance* 1 (hould not be furprised tAat tfre 
Oi-ecians^ without thinking of corifeqiiefioes/ 
(hould raihly treat /w and.rw of cvety Aing; 
that while they w»rc making oblations they 

diooid 
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ihould di(piific\ufaethcr thofi; fiicrifices could reach 
tathe gDck ;: and tfaisu: thsy Ikoul4 confuk Oracles 
vitboBt.tidiagaflurQ^wh€tbci! they were not mere 
^teWjqn^i The philofophers. probably, concer-n- 
ed tfeeaafelves fo little ia the; government, tfiaC 
rii^ .tQpk.rt0 care not to fliook celigion in their 
difputes; and perhaps the people had not faith 
enough in the philofbphers to abandon their reli- 
gion, or change any thing in it upon their word* 
In fine, the- predominant paffion in the Greeks 
wa& to dl£:ourfe on all ihbje£ls at all events. Yet' 
doubtkfi k is more aAoiiii&ing that the Romans^ 
and the ableft men among them too, and who 
knewbeftof howniuch confequence religion was 
to politics, ihoiJd venture to publifli works that 
did not only call their religion in queftion, but 
alfo turned it into perfeft ridicule. I particular- 
ly point -atCJ<>^*^^ who, in his books of Divina- 
ffen, has fpared nothing the moft (acred at Rome. 
After he had fmardy. ralKed thofe whom he diP 
pitted with on, the: extreme folly of con&Iting thef 
emcaite of beafts, he drives them at'laft to this* 
anfiKecL that the gods^ who are almighty, changer 
tkefe entrails in the moment of the facrifice, to* 
the end that we ftiould by them know their plea- 
fiircami fiiturity/ It was the anfwer given by 
Cfjry^puSy by Antipater, and Pofidonius^ all* 
great 'phibfcphers and chiefs of the party of the* 
Stoics* .^Hai what lay you? Qxies Cicero: there 

* are no old womeh fb credulous as you are. 
'^Ca^ yoabelieve, lays he, that the fame calf 

* hasithe liver ia a good ftate, if chofcn for 

E 



94 T H E. H i S T O RT 

the ficrifice by one, and an ill one, ifchofen 
by another? Can this ftatc of the liver be 
changed in an inftant, to be accommodat- 
ed to the fortune of tho(e that iacrifice ? Do 
not you perceive that the viftims are chofen by 
chance ? Does not experience tell you fo ? for 
it often happens, that the entrails of one viftim 
denote ibmething that is fatal, and that thofe 
of another viftim, which is offered up immedi- 
ately after, fortel events moll happy. What 
then becomesof theimenacesof the firft entrails? 
or how are the gods Co foon appeafed ? But you 
will fay, that in an ox, which Caejat one day 
Cicrificed, there was no heart ; and that fince 
this animal could not live without a heart ; 
it mufl of neceflity be that the heart vani/hed 
juft in the mpment of the Iacrifice, Is it pof- 
fiblethat you (hould have fenle enough to know 
that this ox could not live without a heart, and 
yet have not enough to perceive that this heart 
could not fly away in a moment, I know not 
whither ?' And a little after he adds ; * Believe 
me, you ruin all natural philofophy by defend- 
ing the art of the fboth-fayers ;^for on this hy- 
pothefis it is not the ordinary courfe of nature 
that gives birth and death to all things ; and 
there are fbme bodies which come from nothing, 
and (hall return^to nothing. What naturalifl: 
ever held this opinion ? which however .mull: 
be that of the (both-fayers/ : ' 

I quote this paflTage from Cicero, only to (heyr ' 
-^? exti-aordinary freedom with which he infiilte4 
^ry religion which he himfelf profeffed. In 
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a thoufind oth^r places he (hews no more favour 
to the lacred fowls, ^he flight of birds, and all 
the miracles with which the annals of the chief 
priefts were fluffed. 

Why did not they indift him for his impiety ? 
why did not all the people abhor him ? why 
did not all the colleges of the priefts rife up againfl: 
him ? One would think that among the Pagans, 
religion was a mere praftice, the fpcculation of 
which was very indifferent. Do as others do ; 
but believe as you pleafe. It is a very extrava- 
gant maxim, but the people, who were not a- 
ware of the impertinence of it, were content with 
it ; and the wits fubmitted to it very willingly, 
becaufe it did not cramp them. 

"We may fee therefore that all the Pagan reli- . 
glon was mere cerrtnony, in which the heart 
bore no fliai^. The gods are angry, all their 
thunderbolts are ready to be difcharged; how 
ftiall they be appeafed ? Muft we repent of the 
crimes we have committed ? Muft we return in- 
to the paths of that natural juftice which ought 
to be the rule of all men ? Not at all ; we need 
only take a calf of fuch a colour, caft at fuch a 
time, arid cut the throat of it with fuch a knife, 
and this will pacify all the ^ods : nay, far- 
ther, you may laugh at the (acrifice, if youpleafe, 
k will fare never the worfe with you. 

Probably the cafe was the fame with the Ora- 
cles : though every one believed as he lift, yet 
they confulted them. So great a force has cu- 
E 2 
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ftom over the minds of men, that there is no 
need of reaibti to join wirb it. ^ 

C H A R VJIL 

Thai other men hejides Philofephers have had 
little efteem for Oracles. 

\T7E read of abundance of Oracles in hiftory, 
which were either delpifed by thofe that 
received them, or modelled to their i^cy** 
Paulas J a Lydian, and fubjeft of the Perfians, 
being fled for refuge to Cumae, a Greek town» . 
the Perfians lent to have him delivered up ; the 
Cumeans prelently confulted the Oracles of the 
Braiichides, to knoXy what they ought to do with 
him ; the Oracle anfwered, that th^y fiiould de- 
liver up Pastas. JrlJlodicuSf one of the prin- 
cipal Cumeans, who was jiot for it, had fb much 
credit as to obtain a fecond meflage to the Oracle^ 
and caufed himfelf to be iiiade one of the deputies; 
but the Oracle returned the iara^s anfwer as b(S- 
fore. AriJlodiciiSy diflatisfi^d with this^ took it in- 
to his head as he was walking about the temple 
to fright away fome litde bird$ which were build- 
ing their nefts there ; whereupon he prefently 
heard a voice from the ianfluary. Crying, * De- 
^ teftabJe mortal, how dare you fright from this 
\ place thofe who are under my proteftion? 
* And why then, great god, r^^Vi^di JrlftodicuSf 
i* very quick, do you order us to expel PaiKas, 

* Herodot, Book the firflf. 
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' who 18 under ours ? Verily, anRvered the gddf 
' I order it, to the end that you who are an im- 

* pious people may be the Iboncr deftroyed ; and 

* that you may come no more to trouble Oracles 

* with your affairs/ It ftems that the god was 
prefled home, fince he had recourfe to railing; 
but it appears alfo that Artflodicus had not a ve- 
ry ftrong belief that it was a god who gave thefe 
Oracles, becaufe bethought to entrap him by the 
comparifon of the birds ; and after he had really 
caught him in a fiiare, it is likely that he believed 
him lefs a god than he did before. The Cume- 
•ans themielves^ were not much perluaded of his 
being a deity, fince they believed a ftcond depu- 
tation might obtain a contrary aniwer ; or at leaft 
ke would think better of what he hid to fay next, 
•By the way i obferve that AriflodlcuSy when he 
laid his (bare for the god, rauft have fbrefeen 
that they would not let him fright away- the birds 
from fo holy a fenftuary without faying fbme- 
thing to him ; and that the priefts were extreme- 
ly jealous of the honour of their temples. 

The people of -Sigina % had ravaged the coaft 
of Attics, and the Athenians prepared for an ex- 
pedition againft than ; at which time there came 
an. Oracle to them from Delpbos, threatening 
them with utter ruir> in cafe they made war with 
thofe of ^gina, within the compafs of thirty 
years ; but when thofe thirty years were paft^ 
they were only to buHd a tempk to Macus^ and 
to undertake the war^ and then all things wouU 

^3 
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fcccecd wcU, The Athenftuis, who burnt ^ith 
a defire of revenge, compounded wUk tbeOra* 
jcic for ooe half^ and complied wkh that part of 
it only, relating to the temple ofMoLcm, whkh 
ihey bulk out of hand ; but as to the tbirry year^ 
ihey flighted that, and applied tbem(elve^ im« 
mediately to attack the ^gineans, and obtain^ 
ed all the advantages imaginable. This was not 
.a Tingle peribn, who had {6 little regard for the 
•iiuthority of Oracle9> but a whole commonwealtli^ 
and that a very fuperftitious one. 

It is not very eafy to fty what kind erf regard 
the Pagans had for their religion : indeed \(« ob- 
lerved a little while ago, that they contented 
themielves with the (ubmif&on of their philoib- 
phers to the ceremonies ; but this was not alto- 
gether true. I am not certain, that Socrates rc- 
fufed to offer incenfe to the gods, or that he did' 
not aft the fime part as other people at the pu- 
blic feftivals ; but this I am furc of, that 'the peo- 
. pie proiecuted him for his particular fentiments 
in religion, though they could only guefi at them^ 
for he never openfly explained Wmfelf. The peo- 
ple knew well enough what was tsuught publicly 
in the fchools of philofophy; how then could 
they fufier (b many opinions, contrary to the e- 
ftabliftied worftiip, andoften even to the ^dftcnce 
of the gods, to be there publicly maiiKained > 
At leaft they knew perfeftly well, what was play- 
ed upon the theatres ; for thoie reprelemarions 
were made for them ; and iurely the gods v^r^ 
never treated with lefe relpeft, than in the corne- 
rs oi Arlftophancs. Mcrvury vxPiulus com- 



plalssr. that iiglit was relb%ped €0 thd god of richeft^ 
irte>bd<l !p«fcdre b€«n bltmi^ wd tb»t^^l^rpoixr 
beginning nQ^ially to fevouT iall .the world, the 
otbflr goc^ itOiWhoDK piopirivl ioriger XMde.fa- 
erUkef4iQ iobtasnnKealtb^ivi^ btfftgmii 

Merely ignite the boiboar on foiw» 4s tt> kok 
^tllfor ibnBc.fbrt bf cmjriejnueat 4n acitiBe&'s 
Hoy&i that he might haine wherewithal to eat* 
Tb^ bkds tT jirijhphahes are alia very bold* 
AU tbe Q^mcd/tnviuiiqkm this,' thataxrertna 
€i^ of; birdfl^ ^tflh N^asf 4efigiicd .to b& bs^t kt 
Ihftiftir^.iwlbiatdiibitenr tfaetovrefpondeiicr be»- 
tjyeQiithe. foc)9'aRd ixicn^ .rbider. the rbirdsin?' 
groflers of the whole, reduce the gods to the nl^ 
tan^ft^ifery. I teaye you: to jiidg^ if ihiibe not 
<lkil;Xiiighty) devbiilw Yet tbb fwaa the £ime yitiftM^ 
thne^ who MendeaKOdred toteibciiel the pbpnlaoe 
agahtt^khrpboiended ixnpkt]^ otSocf^aus^- there 
"is Ibcnetbtng .very >uaacoQuaMable that h ^t^ 
&cind ki' tbe laffairs «f this )iiR>rld. > it is evident 
by 'thele examples^ 'and migbt be. made moreib 
by^numberkis others, if it were neosflkry, tbat 
' tbQ^p0ap!e-.^jy(efie fqn&etiines:iti a . btmoDar ; to ^faear 
jokesuraib on. their religion; i /tliey peuformediis 
^eeremonies only to fpce themftlves if cm thof^iiii- 
t(»nr^Gtieficle8 whidh^might h^^ areended the na- 
gled 6( them ;' but it is evident, ^hdt in the main 
they had i^otrnndh 'hidi in tttm 9 and ibey ha4 
:juft tbe iarae.riBfjbed: fbrOktaclesf; for, moA com- 
' atonly, tb^T confiilted them, ' that • tbey might 
:hb/t no .moos ocecifion to confblcihdn; and if 
the anfwers were not accommodated to their de- 
figns, they did not much^ trouble thcmfelvcs to 
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(A^ them ; Co that perlhaps, it v^as ^ot 'a clear 
point even among the common people^ fhatOra- 
des were delivered by a-divine po\|ftt-^ 
' After all this, itni^buld'foe unbeceflatry^to meli- 
ticHi the hiftories ^f thoie-'gmit' cmptdims/ 'whd 
thought it no crime to deipife both Ortfcl^s and 
auguries. And it is remarkable, that they were 
contemned even In the firft ages of the Rotnan 
commonwealth, in tho& times of happy ignor- 
ance, when men' werofiy foupukAifly bigo^d' to 
relig^oii, and when (.sLSiT^tiis Uvius ifiy» itf a 
fiacer aim going to quote)" phild(bph'y,t which 
taught mto to dclEpiie 'the gods, was Itiot jydt 
known. 

Prfj&ir;iij*niade' war with the Samnites, and 
•at that time th^ Roman array longed to cohie td 
a battle; -. .The iaoned chickens', fairfbotI;i>!mtift 
^be.firfi cQfiftilt^d > i»C the ea^;emeiS|to fight was 
So general, I that tfaoe^.theci^ickens eat jaodking 
rat all, when they were put out of the; coop, yet 
they^ .who were apppinted to oblerve the Augury^ 
reported to.the Gonfiil, that they had fed very 
well I tuponithisy tUe Hotiful pron^&d hialb|d)eits 
; bbth a battle and. viitsory* Meahitnae theoesaiofe 
-51. great conieft anipngft the keepersof the.cbtck- 
.ens,^^©^ ttefalfe rj^p&rt that.'hadrjbe^«aade 
of the Augury. When Ptipinus- heard it^ he 
;j&id, ihat, £ot hi^part, he-had receWedafavour- 
-ahle Augun^aadtha^ lie would abide by it ; that 
iif;vdLaithadtbeen,ix)U.himiwa6 fai^'' they who 
the. Aiigory were.ta m£vf^ fbrit, andthar 

;;'.'•)>) .. ^ .. • :« « •. ' 

•'Xii;* lib. »s>» . . . 
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all -the e^t would fUl upon their heftdfi. Im^tie* 
dktely iherefoare. he ard^v^d tb^t .'tiiofi^ vetches 
^ovld be iplaced }n die from of the. battle ; and 
before the Cgnal for it was given, an arrow, Qiom 
iv<faat quiver n/me Ime^, pierced. 4^ keener who 
had 1(1 ven a falfe report df the Aiiguiy. As fo6a 
as the' Gondii heard ibis news, he cried out aloud^ 
' *> ■ The gods are hereppcfent : the criminal 

* ispunifhcd: they have diftharged ajl dnjlran- 
' ger 4n him, ivho deferved it, and we haveiiow 

* all th*; reafoh in the world to hope the beft/ 
Then iairoediately he caufed the fignal to be gi-v** 
en» and gained an entire vidbory over the Sam** 
nites. ^ 

It is vety apparent, that the gods had a lefs 
fluire &iit\Paphiiis in the death of this poor keep^^ 
er $ and that the general had a defign, by hci 
deftdi, tDcncbnrage the ibidters^ whom the fidft 
report of the Angary might have terrified ; £ov 
the Ramans Kvere ; aliieady aoquatnted with the 
tricks of llhis .'kind,, in . the time of thetr greateft 

It'imiia'beiQonfeilfad <heh, 'dntt^Te Ihbnld.be 
muc&ih tfaeitfraQlg if we )bcitteVe 'either dieAuV 
garits €c . tkeOcadbs more snatvellgus €han the 
Pagasnthemfeivi^ did. And if we do then ndt 
tioAk' as htidanly of 'tiaem vs {bme pliiioibpber% 
attdfon»e«nft»lsof«ibefarn\Jj^ did^yeCietusift 
Ibaft l^e j^^ thoughts of them, as thfe .people 
tbe))iie4vGs ^bmc^i^es had. 

But iome may objeQ, did aXL the Pagans de- 
^i^.th/ppr^cj^s? JSoiurely.; And bef;auie fome 
paifticular periops j^adiio regard for them, i%4iM 
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Sufficient intirely to difcredit them ? To the au- 
thority of tfeofe: who &d' not believe fhemj ^ve 

heed only-o^polfe the ^authority OJF ithofe that 

Bin it may beaniwircd, tlKit'the(e two autho* 
rities are not of equal weight.' The tettimo- 
ny of thofe, who believe a thing that is already 
eftabliftied, cpntHbeites not to the fupporr of It j 
but theieftimony btfth'ofe; Who do not believe it> is 
offeree enottgh ro dcftroy it; for they, who befieve 
a thing, may perhaps not know the reafons that 
may be given againft tloc belief of it ; but thofe 
who do not believe it, cannot chufe but know, 
why others believe it. 

It is quite coniraryj when a point is eftabllfti- 
-ed ; for in that caft, the teftimony of thofe that 
believe it carries more weight with it,- than the 
teftimony of thofe who do not believe it; for it 
is natural to foppofe, that they who- believe it, 
muft needs have examined it ; and they who do 
not believe .'h,-!mayiiidt have qonfidered tv. 

I will not (ay, that either in the one or the o- 

Jtheii'cafei theWthoricy<)tf^ofe' who believe^ or 

believe not, 3s dedfive; all jthatl. would i fay is, 

that bnlefs regard be had to the arguihents of the 

two parties, fomedmes tibe'autholriiyofc^c will 

}3e.plrefor&l9, and-fometimcs-dbat of;tiic othen 

S^or in the/gcneraly when a liian qtiits-a tditJ- 

taon OpiiMloti, : or receives a new one, he '^ i&ijft 

make fome ufe of his reafon^ Whether ^t be* jgood 

:^ lir-bad'; but Vherc is no need of his making any 

^itto rejeft a new opinion, or to adopt one 

T- already^ common*; -for therd' is need of 
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ftrength to-refiftJi torrent, buttafwim with th^s 
ftream is eafy. • 

It avails not to the credit of Oracles, that' a* 
moo^ thbft who believed- finnething in them di- 
vine andiflipe^natural,' iSntrt were certain Philo*' 
ibphers of great reputation, fucfa as the Stoics ; 
for when phiiolbphers are once prepofleflfed with' 
any thipg^ they are more inconvincible than the' 
common people, becaufe they are aUke blinded 
with the prepofleflicxi, and the fal(e reafens, with*. 
which they iupport it. The Stoics in particular,' 
as proud a fe£b as they were, held ibme opinions 
for which they deferve pity; How could they' 
chufe but beUeve Oracles, who believed dreams? 
The great Chryfippus kft no arti(:les out of hjs 
creed j. Which would not have been equally be* 
lifivcd by the moft filly wench in life. 

CHAR IX. 

That the and^nt Cbriftians thcmfilvfis diinot ve* ' 
ry firmly ieiievetJiafOracies w^te delivered 
by Daetrions: 

A LTHOUGH it appears that the learned Chri- 
ftians In the* firft ages were fond enough of 
afferting that Oraclds were delivered by Daemons, - 
yet they often i-eprOachcdthe Heathehg with be- 
ing impdfed'upon by thdr priefts": the thing 
inuft have been very (rue, fince they aflfertcdit, 
though this (yftem of Daemons, which' they e- ' 
fteemed lb favourable to them, Ihbald fuffer by it. 
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. Thm Clement Jkjfamlriw^ {j^tsJi^l^^,^^^^ 
bookof Tapiftries: - ^ 

' 9oafl as m^ch, 9d you wUI^ .of ypvr fipolifh 

\ o£:4mphihfiH$. Ypu may €;ven add yo»r Aji-^ 
^ gMr^ and inteppreters of dreams and pfic^iea.. 
*' Shew PS m tb^ pr^ftn^e of 4^//«.iiiQPytbiw^ 
^' tfco!6:rae»iwfeQ; div^iified by mearl, oc byibajleyy 
/.'ahd ijtofe vfhQ have b^i» jiibt ^ittfi^toed^ itecaul^ 
'. uheyiipokft iA>th«ir btlliejsj, Let. tbe/feiarets. oS 
' tbe, -flSigyptian, ne^^igles,. aqd the necromancers 
*• of this H^riUfUps r.€waia ftUI in darkaefe, for 
*;dwy.arjB certAioJy nQthing but exirayag^ntim- 
' poftores and nt^re dxeats^ as; bad as dice*play« 

* ing^ The goats which are: kep* fiw^ dlvisati- 

* on, and die naycha. which aue taught to utter 
' Oracles, are, as one may fay^ but aflbciates 

* with thefe jugglers, who cozen all mankind/ 
Eufehtusy in tha begianfiig of bis fourth book 

of his Evangelical Preparation, propofes at large 
the beft seaibas ia the world to ppove, that Ora- 
cte^coMi4Hn^:Oiii^' tKan impoftoreis : and.thofe 
very arguments only I propofe to be my bafis 
•Hereafter, when I come to treat of the cheats of 
Oieacksc in. pwticular.- 

NoverAel^G, I muft confdj^ tha4: thougJifJ?*- 
fehius kn&w X<Qk very well how to preve thatQ^an 
cles.c^uld apt be fiipe«;i>atural,. yet be- attributes 
th^nn.tq Daemons.; ^nd the. iuf hority ' of a 
man {q well informed of the reafons on both 
Cdps^ fepDas to. be a very great encQUf agem^t to* 
Wty- which h^ embj?ace5» 
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' thit pnj ebftrve, that sAer EuJeUui UA very 
Veil provied^ that Oradfis coold be no other tbcut 
Ae jmpoAaresof priefts, }w Afl^us (without ci- 
thfit /i^iiiafing pr wotJocning rix)ft ^-ft f)roofs> 
tbat fpr all tl&s, they were genecdty delivered hy 
DAtmaas^ fiut he^m^t to- ha^e quoted (omd 
tui&ipe&ed Oracle, v/ktch h(ki been^ivered i^ 
filch drciBviflanoes^ Au although mftny others 
Quglit be Imputed to the artifices of prfefts, yet 
that Gould vxyt. d^t Eufehiu^ ha« done no iucE 
thing. This i«, . as if fafe fliould fay, I clearly leey 
&ftt all the Oracle can^be no other than <^heats i 
but yet I am liot wiiRng 4o beJieve'them to 'be 
fo; why^ becaufe it ftrvet flay purjpofe, tiiatthe 
Paemons fliotiU bow «9d then enter into ait 
Oracle, This is a very lamentable kind of rca- 
feningi i^s^ XfiEu/ekius (in ^be circumftances 
of thetim^s hje IWod In) durft not have iaid.opeii'^ 
bft iifaat Ora(:les <weiie not tshe>w<Htktf of Daemon^^ 
but in (eemlng to maintain chat tbey were fb^ he 
had tniin«^ted the c}ontrary as artfeliy as poffible, 
the cafe moxAd have been 4iff©rent. 

Wc ^afe at liberty to^u^ either 0fie or ofher^ 
According >to ^e. tAoeM 'we hai?e of Eufihms t 
for my own part, i believe elearly, ihix, he aflert- 
cd'the oraetilar i>aenooins at random, or from t 
refped ^lrhich he aflSOed to have for the common 
9plQion. 

There Is a paflagc of Orlgei^ in his feventh 
fao<^ agdinA Cf^,ivhicfa fuiEcientty proves that 
he attnibiAed Oracles to l>ae0M>ns, only in con* 
&rminy*toi.the times^ and to the then ftate of ^ 
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great'di^ute between the Chriftiahs and; the Pa- 
gans. ' I might, laid he, make ufe of the at*- 

* thority oiArlftotle^ and the Peripatetics, to 
f render the Pythian Oracle very much fufpefted \ 
f I could, fix)m the wtirngs of Epicurus f and 
5 hi( feAaries, pick out a great many things that 
/ would difcredit Oracles ; andl could eafilymferke 
f it appear, that the Greeks themfelvcs made no 

* great account of them j but granting that they 
f were not fidlions, nor impoftures, let us ex* 
^ amine the cafe a little more clofely^ and con* 
5 fider, whether there were any neceffity, that a 
f deity ftiould havp any contern. in .them, and if 
5 it were not more re^ibnabte to beliteve, that 
f they were direfted by cvU Daejtions andXjenii, 
f enemies to mankind/ 

It is fufficiently evident, that Or^m mnft na- 
turally believe of Oracles^ as^we do ; but the 
pagans, who iproduced them for a proof of the 
divinity of their-religion,. Were for from allowing 
that they were the artifices of their priefts :.fo 
that to gain a. little upon the Pagans, there was 
a neceffity of giving op to them what they main- 
tained with fo much obftinacy, and to lp% them 
fee, that though there might be fon»e|hing of fu* 
pernat.ur^l in the Oracles, yet there was no rea- 
son to conclude, that a real divinity was concern- 
ed in them ; and then Daemons were neceflarily 
brought upon the ftage, 

It is true, that, abfolutely (peaking/ it had been 
much better wholly to have excluded the Dae- 
mons from Owdes ;. and t^at.by this;raeans a 
greater blow would bav^been given to the Pagan 
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religion. But all the world perhaps did not en* 
ter fo deep into this matter^ and it was thought 
fufficient when by the hypothefis of Daemons, 
which (olved the whole buflnefs in two words, 
the credit of all thofe miracles, which the Pagans 
could allege^ for their ^Ife.worftiip, was defeated* 

Thi§, it is probablejt was the c^ufe, why, ia 
tKcfirlJ ^cs of the church,. men fo generally em- 
braced this opinion concer;ning Oracles. Wc 
fee clearly enough into the darknefs of remote 
antiquity, to difcover, that Ghriftians did not 
bold this opinion (6 much for the Hike of truth, 
which they found in it, as for the advantages 
which, it gave them in their difjputes againft Pa- 
ganifm : and could they be born again in the 
age wherein we live, I doubt not, but that being 
delivered, as we are, from ihofe ftrange notions 
that determined them to be of that opinion, they 
Would alnioft all of them have thought as we do. 

Hitherto, we have only removed the preju- 
dices that are contrary to our opinion, and which 
are derived either ^om tlie lyftem of the Chrifti- 
an religion, or from phiIo(bphy, or from the ge- 
neral confent of both Pagans and Ghriftians. 
^Ve have anfwered all this, not by aftlng mere- 
ly on the defence, but oftener by attacking; 
and now we (hall m^ke our a/Tault with ftiil 
greater vigour^ and demonflrate, by all the par- 
ticular circumftances which may be noted in the 
Oracles, that they never deferved to have been 
attiibuted to Daemons or the Genii. 

. M • 1 F a , . . : : 
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Cf Oracles corrupted^ or irtbeJ. 

YT was fb eafy a matter to corrupt theft Ort- 
deS, that It Vas very cVident that ^6y Were 
lAanaged by niefl.. The Pythian prieftefi wasJ 
Called PkUippife by Ikmo^heneSf when he Wii 
complaining that the Oracles of Delphos Wcirc 
^ways conformable to dief intercft of PhiEp. 
' When Cleomehei *, king of Sparta, had a minJ 
to depofe Dematatus the former king, on pre- 
t6nc6 that he was not th^ fi>n ofArifton his pre- 
decertbr, and wheft Artft^fi Mmfelf coniplained 
that his foA was fcforn a liftle too foori after his 
marriage, the Oracle wasJ cofifulted on lo difE- 
<;ult a quertiot> ; and indeed the thing was of /uch 
4 nature, that it could be decided oniy by the 
gods. ISiit Cleornenes himlelf went beforehand 
to the chief prieftefi of Delpho?, and ihe declared 
that Demaratus was not the Ion of Arijlan. iiie 
cheat was fbme time after difcovered, and the 
prieftels deprived of her dignity ; for they were 
bound to revedge this difhohour donq to tJie*Ora- 
cle, and to repair its loft credit. 

f During the time thiit Hipplai Was tyrant of 
Athens, feme citizens. Whom he* had banifhed, 
obtained of the Pythian priefteft by a bribe c>f md- 
tiejr,' that wheii the' Lacedaemonians ftiCUld 
come to confljlc her, hO matter on \i^hat aiikih; , 

* Htfwrft Ub. tf, •'• '• f Herai, Lib. j. 
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fli€ fliould always tell thera, they mull deliver 
Athens from tyranny. And the Lacedaemonians, 
to whom the (ame thing was always ' repeated, 
whatever they came about, belifevcd iat laft, thati 
the gods \rould never pardon them> forthecon-i 
tempt of orders Co often repeated, and thereupon 
took up arms agamft Hippias^ though he was their 
ally. 

. As the: Daemons delivered .Oracles, they ne-^ 
ver faliled iln^ c4)ttipki&nce'to thole princes that 
were becbnie formidable; and it is to be noted 
that Hell had a very great regard for Alexandef^ 
and Jluguftus.^ Some hiftorians tell us' plainly 
that Alexander had a mind, by his abfblute au- 
thority, to make himfelf the Ion of Jupiter Am* 
won J both to gratify his own vanity, and for the 
lionoiir of his mother, who was fufpefted to Have 
had a gallant not fo confiderable zs Jupiter i^ 
and they add, that before he went to the temple, 
he caufed the god to be advertifed of his inclina- 
tion, and that the god very gracioufly complied 
with it. Other authors hold, that this was the 
contrivance, of the priefls themlelves to pleafe 
Alexander. Thare is none hm Plutarch that 
grounds this divinity o( Alexander on a miftake 
of the prie'ft d£ Animon^ who filudng this king^ 
and intending to fay to him in Greek, my fon^ 
pronounced a c* for a k, (for he wrrs a Lybian^ 
and knew not well how to pronounce the Greek j) 
Which words, with this change, fignify. Oh fo'n 
* ofjfipitcr'^. The whole court failed not i4 
F 3 . . 

•, *il itoiiSUi for *Xl na7Sl9V\ ' ^ ' 
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tnrri tbis miftake of the pdeft to the advantage 
qiJiaamde^ i and Ivifhout doubt ih^ prieft bUa'^ 
Iplf tittdei is pals for an miptfatioa of the god whor 
bad.dh-isAedhi4 t!6f»guc» and confirmed hU bud 
promindation by Oracles. The 1^ matxner of 
irbttng this ftory is perhapsr the bed r f<^ great 
things are eafiiy deduced frodi fiaall beginnings. 
f Auguftus was {6 much in love with Uvh^ 
tbat he took her <by Ivrce fh>in her hufbarld^ big 
with child as ihe was. ; and had: not p^itknce ta 
ftay for her duliyefy befpre ht maj^icd her* The 
tftion being fomethlpg extraordinary^ the Ora« 
tfe was confhlted abdut it ; which knew well how 
to mak4 U^ coufrt, aild act only approved the 
mftrriiige, but affirmed that weddings never fuc* 
teeded better^ than when the bride was already 
with dpiid. TUs leems to me however a Arang4 
^inaxim. ' . ' 

,^ There were at Sparta but two families, out of 
4chich they might chufe their kings. But Lyfan^ 
ij^, one of the greateft men that ^ever Sparta 
ioA^ formed a defign to take away this diftinfti- 
^, too advantageous for the two ^milieai and 
too iiyurious to all die reft ; and to qp^jn a way 
to the throne for all thofe whothoyght they bad 
^erirt enough to pretend to it; In order to this^ 
^e contrived ib perplexed a plan, that I admire 
how a man of ienfe could expeft iucceis fiom it* 
flutarcb (ays very well, that it was like a matbcf 
^atic^l demonflrationi to which no man arrives 
4»ut by long circuits. There was a womsoi in 
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Pcmtus who pretended |o be big itrith child by 
J^hj Ifffimdelr cftft his tb<>ughcs opon thift. 
child ot^th^ intending^ if a (bo fliauld be 
boro, to lu^kc; u& of kfan (nidikh fliewed his viewt 
ta be very eiLce^flve) and he caufed a report ta 
be (pread^ tb^t the priefts of Delphoehad in their 
pofleffion the antiedt Oracks» bat were not per* 
mitted to nead tbeoiy becauie ^d/Z^hadreferved 
that privilege fee (btnc One i^at Oiould come, of 
hisl^oodf and.rep^ir to Delpibo^ to have his .birth 
recogai^ed. The child of the woman at Pontuii 
Was lobe this £bn of v^^^tf; and it was contrived^' 
that afi^ongft' thofe myftecioosOracies^ thens wan 
to be one ^ound out, whi(;b (hould declare to the 
Spartans that' they OQg^ to give riie crown t<B 
Bierit only, • withoot any i«gard to £untKes. No^ 
thing remained now but to frame btas. Oracles ; 
lo bribe this ion 6tJpolhj >iHxo was called SUe^ 
^usp to niake him come to Delphos, and so cor^ 
rupt the priefts* All this was done ; which icems 
very (brprizing to me ; for what ftraAge machinea 
moft have been madenie of? SUmusiW^t already 
in Creese, and prepared to go to make fainif^ 
kQoi^.atI>^lphos£;)r thefonofi^cijb; but, as 
ill luck would have it^ one o^LyfandtrW creature^ 
having a terrror Opon him at laft to find himielf 
embark^ in £> 4dicate an a&ir, (poiled all* 

Ther« is icarce a >more remarkable example t# 
be foufifd in all biftory of the corruption of tb# 
Oracles ; biUC.in jcef^ting it, I will not conceal 
% truth that my a»dior (ays nothing of; wUck 
h^ Jhat LyJoMdcr had before eqdeavQurediaoick 
rupt many other Oracles^ but could not accom- 
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pU(h it. • Dodona refufed to take his money, -Jk- 
ptter Atmmn was inflexible, «nd even the |)ricfts 
of the place ient deputies to Sparta to .accufe ty* 
Janders but by his intereQ he got'Cleak- of that 
affair. The great prieftefi of Delphos herfeif re- 
fufed to Icll him her voice. And this makes me 
ftiil believe, that there w^re in Delphos two col- 
leges^ which held no communication with one 
another, theone of priefts, the other of prieftef- 
fes; for Lyfander, th0ugh h^c0uld flot corrupt 
the great prieftefs, bribed the priefts efFeftually- 
The prieftefles were thbft oalywhb delivered 
die Oracles, vhja v(xey and aAcd on the Tripos 
like fiiries; but in all probability the priefts had 
a record office of written puophecies, of which 
tiiey were the. mafter^ the diipcnfers, and the 
interpreters.;- «.. ... .'• < 

. It is not to be doubted, bst that the priefts, for 
thehonour of their funftion, wereicrupulousfome- 
times to thofe who oifered to bribe them, efpeci* 
ally when things were required of them wherein 
there .was no room to hope >for much fticcefs} 
'Cich as was the innovnkion which Lyfandeh bad a 
deAgn to introduoe into the government of Spar- 
ta ; and perhaps the foftion of AgefilauSy which 
was then againft that of Lyfaridhf^, wasf^meWhat 
jealous of his projeft, and had been before-hand 
^irh the Oracles. Was it to be imagined, that 
the pridfts oj Jmmon >i>ould have takc^n ihe pains 
*o have come from the fartheft fsSct iof ^Libya to 
jjparia, to profecute fuch a man as Lyfanderj if 
•there had notbeen a good underftanding between 
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&em and his enemies, and if the latter had not 
folbedthem'nfbititi ^ ' •' 

CHAP. XI. 

^ tBe ejiahltjhment of new Oracles. . 

^ H;E ttcvr OracTes; t^hicfh vrcre fbmetimcs i-* 

^efted/dta-as nitidfi weaketi the hypothefis o^ 

Daemons, ai rfie oldOracles that were corrupted; 

After the deatli^ 'ofSphaeftkn^ Alexatider^ ta 
tomfiwt himfMf, wetild needs have it, that Ephae^ 
]ihn Otetild ^ deifyed:^o^^liicK al! hhcrouffieri 
€onfen ted, ' Mr^hout any dHfictrftjr : ahd Immetfi* 
*tety#eiil|flerf^re ereftfedinmariydtici xoEphae^ 
fifon, feffiiral^ ^vcfe Inftitutcd fa his hbnour, fi4 
crlfices^ \vef6 macfe to hhn, miraculotis coree a- 
fcribed to 'Mm, attd, ht fine, that nothing at aD 
might be wSitfin^y they made hlhi the prcnotmce^ 
6f Ora^lei:' Luelan {kys^ iiaX Jle^Ondtry ^ha 
vras at tktt ^oiiifccd tx) fee the dilrhaity off/if^ 
Jtion pWJ ftf Veil', believed k h!mfe!f at length to 
be tfoe, ahd hugged hhnftlf M^th the thought thki 
he was not bnly a god, but that he had alfb thi 
tKJwertif male Jng gods. ^ 

Adrian cortrmkted the iamer folly f&r the^lovt 
ti('jo^r\g Akttm^s :• ih honour of his- memory 
h^hdJAi xh6' 'x^^ oT AndrinopoRsy and hd confer 
crited temples and prophets to him, (ays %t.Je* 
^6me .• now,' there were tio prophets, but in tlkift 
temples where there were Oracles.- And there H 
yctreiijaining a Greflc mfcrfption to thfe feafe : 

-^ •... :• ...i\ -^ ... .' . -J 
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To ANTIf^pU.?,, . ,. J 

' The companion of the gods of JEgypt. 
* M. Ulpius Ap^lhniuSf his prophet.' 

After this, we neeid AOt \»:ondcry that At^rufius 
alio delivered Oracles, as we find it \nPrudentius •• 
and certainly Augi^Jius yas as venerable; af j i^« 
*/«c?/<j or BphaeJiiQity w^io, j^ccord jng to all like- 
lihood, owed their divinity only to their beauty* 

Without doubt, thele new.Oraclcs caufed-even 
thole who were the leail capable of tbipking, \o^ 
make refleftions^^ i^pon,4hcm. W^s -there no^ 
reaCbn enough .to believe, tba^ th^ wer^ of th^ 
i^me nature with the old oaeis ?, ^nd to mal^ 4 
Judgment 9fthQ origin of thofe o£[jf^piiaraus, 
TrophoniuSj^ Qrj^heU^, and of^pqlU himfblfi was 
|t not fuffiden|t tp mj^-k the origin ?of : tbofe o{ 
EphaefijoHf JfifmpuSy and^JuguJiusi.y ' * 
^. We do not fin4, bow^ver^ that theie ; were ii^ 
like credit witl^.the oldone^jj la^^iront Jts, 
( Thefe gods of tlie new creation.werp never ap- 
plied to but when it was jieceffary for the com- 
plementing of princes; and for any thing elfe, 
they were not very ferioufly confulted :. ^r when 
gueftions. of importance were to. be.alked, they 
repaired to Delphos. The antient Triposes ha4 
been in pofleflion of futuidty time put of mind j 
fuid the word of an experienced God was fer 
lAore fure^ than^hededaratioB-of-fuchias were 
imexperienqed.. , ; 

; The Ronwn • (Kftpferor;?, whole, intereft it waj 
*jttol the divinity of their predeceflbrs, fince 
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t)icy expefted At iame, vroul'd fain have render- 
ed die Oracles of tbe deified Emperors, fach as 
Augnftus was, more celebrated ; but the people!^ 
accDfto^ed tx> their, old Oracles^ could not have 
the lame confidence in theie; nay,' I am apt to 
believe^ that what tnciination (bever they had to 
the mofl: ridiculous iupl^rftttions, they ladghed at 
theie new Oracles, and in general at all the in- 
fiitntions of the new gods : for how could they 
poffiblyJmagine- the eagle, which flew out of the 
funeral pile of a Roman emperor, to be the (bul 
of that emperor, taking irs flight to heaven ? 

How then came it to pafs, that peojjle were 
deceived at the firft ereftion of gods and Oracles i 
For this reafbn, as t conjefture. As for the gods^ 
Paganifm had only two principal forts of therii, 
viz. the gods who were (uppofed to be eflentially 
of a divine nature, and the gods which were ori- 
ginally of a human nature. The former fort 
Were declared gods by the wife men, or fay the 
legiflators with a mukitude of myf^eries ; 'and the 
people neither faw them then> nor ever before : 
The fecond fort, though they had been men in 
the 'view of the world, yet they were deified by 
^ the natural inclinanon of the people, in reverence 
oftheir good works. They framed to themfelves 
a very exalted idea of the one, becaufe they ne- 
ver faw them; and of the other, becaufe they 
loved them. But they could not have that dc- 
VQtion for a Rbman- em|)eror, who was made a 
god by order of the court, and not by the love 
'of ^ people; and who, befide^this, was fb 
i^te^ aman^ and known to be fuch by the world. 
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As ibrtheOraclcf, tbpir firfteftib&fliHietttIs 
not more d^cnk to account &r^ find me but 
jiatf ardozea :pei:(QQS9 wbom i can. {Xffuadc ^tt 
idayJigfat koat owing Co the fiflb^iaiyd I WiH not de- 
^^ of wholo nations ^embracing due £ime opku* 
4Hi: tbr, beanhypotiwiiae^rerifi) ridksuloos^ «8d 
it be hut tnaintaisied Ibr ftasefikac, it galos tiitf 
cbAnkdtr of aflitiquiQr^ and is then fufficientiy 
{H^oyqd. There was oa the top <£ Pamffiis, a 
Jbole, owt ^ which iflSifsd ais caLhAlttiod^ which 
pMde Goa^^daac^ ^n^ g^ tip imo/the head. 
Perhaps fomebody, -wipfe be^.^Kastwaodwith 
jyt^ £bU a talking, witbouf^HiiKi^wi^^wlHtr hefidd, 
«nd fpol^e £bme ^mth. Immediacy ithere muft 
he Ibmething divine &ncif d tQ be in this i^ala* 
tfpn ; a*Mi.;ha!t it <»jataincd ^h^l^qpj«l(^:^f^ut 
tity ; then rfney ^ia to apjvoach thi? h<ate wijh 
yeuemtipn, and by Uule ai^d little §^r«mpoici5 
zre introdwfed. ; 

Thiis, in all probability, rofe tb^ Oracle of 
Pelphos. And asitoweditsor^gia to an exh^^ 
tlon, whichaflfefted th<; head, :^he Pythiafi firifift* 
^ x:oi4d not help being in a fury for pt^phgfyc' 
ing^ thQugb in nnQfl of the <>ther Gria^le^/ory 
v^natneceflary.. . , . ' 

Juot an Orajsle be once eftahlifli^, agji.yOtt 
may gucfs a thoiufiuid m\l foUpw ^p ^^n^ S 
fpr, if the gods c^n Ipq^ in onp place^ ^vhy 
Should '^y not do (b as wsAi ia others i Tita 
people J(lni^k,wl^ .(fee ina«vfiUp<^ lof the tiang^ 
and iaijpatient ibr the profit^hcyACxpea fi^ora i^ 
4^fire nothing mpre than 'to foe Oi^oks &t up 
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€very where ; and, in time, all thefe Oracles get 
the charafter of being ancient, which (lands them 
in great ftead. . Tie new ones had no fuch fcc- 
cefi, fince they were eftablifhed by Princes; 
wherejjs tte' people -arc m.drc inclined to believe 
in what they make themfelyes. 

Add to all this^ that at the time of the firft in- 
ftitution both of the Gods dnd the Oracles, there 
was- mpcb greater ignorance than afterwards, 
Philofophy \yas not yet kna\VB, and the moft ex- 
travagant fuperftitions had met with no contradi- 
ftion from thence* . It jfe true^' that thofe we call 
the vulgar are never mighty knowing; yet the 
i^orance which they were always noted for was 
not the (an^e in every age. At leaft there are 
fort^e ages wherein all mankind was. the vulgar^ 
and thole times without cbmparifon are the raoft 
favourable for the eftabliflirtient of errors.. It is 
V^ wonder then, that the people hadailefsefteem 
for the new Oracles, than for the ancient ones ; 
but this makes not the old Oracles better or worfc 
Aan. the new ones. Either a Daemon went to 
lodge in tjhe-ftatue of Hcphaejllon^ to deliver O- 
raclesjrom: thence, as fooo as it pleiafedy//(?jc^/i- 
der to erecl one* to Htphaefiiony as to a god ; or 
if the ftatoe deliver Oracles without this Daemon, 
then that of Apollo the Pythian might do fo as 
Well. • Now it would feem very Arrange and fur- 
piiziag, that a .meex fancy of Alexander fhould 
alone b^ filfRcient for putting a Daemon in pof* 
feffic^n. pf a ftatuie, atKl thereby opening a perpe- 
tual fource of erjcor to all mankind, 
G 
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CHAP. XIL 

What places Oracles laere eftaUiflleJ at. 

1T7 E (hall now enter ftito the detail of the 
frauds praSifed by the pricfts; which in- 
cludes many paflages ofajicient hiftory that are 
very entertaining and extraordinary. 

Countries that were mountainous^ and by con- 
ftquence ftifi of holes and cavities, abounded moft 
with Oracles. Such was ^^e^/w^ which ancient- 
ly, as PRitarch lays, had a very great number of 
them. By the way it is to be noted that the 
Baeotians were reckoned the moft filly people in 
the world \ and therefore it was a fit country for 
Oracles, being faH of dunces and caves. 

I do not think that the firft cftabliftment of 
Oracles was a defigned cheat ; but the common 
people fell into a degree of fiiperfiition which 
gave room for men of brighter parts to make an 
advantage of it. For the ftupidity of the com- 
mon people is often fiich as could not have been 
forefeen ; and fometinies they, who deceive them, 
think of nothing le(s, till they are even invited 
to impofe upon them. And my opinion is, that 
Oracles were not at firft placed in Baeotia, be- 
taufe it is mountainous; but that the Oracle of 
Delphos having been erefted in Baeotia, after the 
manner we have related, the others, that were 
fet up in imitation of it in the larac coantiy, were 
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placed alio in caves: becaute the priefts well 
knew bow convenient they were for the purpofe. 

This cuftoni afterwards fpread itielf almoft e- 
very where ; Bor the pretence of divine exhalati- 
ons rendered caveaaieceiTary: andbeiides, caves of 
themiclves feem to zfk& one with a certain hor-t 
roTi which promotes (uperflition. In things that 
are only contrived to make impreffions on the i- 
magbation of men, nothing is to be negledled. 
Perhaps the fituation of Delphos contributed to 
tbe/epiatation of its being a.&cred town: It was 
built on a finall level which was half way up the 
mountain of Pamaflus, and encompaflcd with 
precipices that foaified it without the help of 
art. That part of the mountain, which was a- 
bove it, had great rclemblance of a theatre ; 
«id the exclamations of men, and the fotind of 
the trumpets, were multiplied in the rocks. You 
Jnuft believe, that even the echoes were of u(e 
to them. . 

The convenience of the Priefts, and the raaje- 
% of the Oracles, did tberefore equally require 
caves } lb that there were not Co jiiany prophe- 
tic temples in the flat country; and where there 
were Ilich defefts of fituation, the priefls knew 
Well enough bow to remedy it: for inftead of 
natural caves they accommodated therafelvel witl:v 
artificial oues, that is to iay,.wbai they called 
ianftttaues, whith.were a- fort of cavesj the partis 
cular relidence of the divinity^ and where non^ 
but the priefls ever entered. 
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* When' the Pythian pricftefs placed herrdf 
upon the tripos, it was in her (anftnary, an obfcurc 
rl:icc nt fome diftance from a litrie room, whcrc- 
hi tho(e Ooo'd who came to confult the Oracle. 
The entrance of rhisfTinftuary was wholly cover- 
ed with branches of laurel, by which means they 
v/>o had the liberty of approaching it, could not 
P>fIiMy fee whit paflcd within, 
• I'jDm whence do.yo'j think proceeds the diF' 
fr.nt account which the ancients give of the form 
''f t.i-ir OradciJ? It is becaufe they never law 
\\'\.:.x pidl'd in the infide of their temples, 

Yu- cY.imp'c, they are not agreed about the 
Oi.iJe of Dodona, and yet what (houid the 
rjiL'ck-; hive known better? Arifiotle^ i^sS-uldas 
rep )rfr>) writes, that at Dodona there were two 
colmTin?, upon one of which there %vas a ba(bn of 
brali, and upon th(J other a ftatue of a child hold- 
in-j a whip, the In Hi os of which, being alfb of 
bial**, made the bafi^n riittle, when they were 
Jnovcd by the wind. 

Demon (according to the Time SuUas) fiys^ 
that the Oracle o( Jupiter at Dodona is all en- 
i'ompafled with bafbns, which, when any, one is 
puftied againft the next, the motion is communi- 
cated all round to the reft, and they make a din 
which continues for fome time. 

Others (ay, that it was a founding Oak, which 
Ihook its branches and leaves when the Oracle 
was confulted; and which declared its anfwcr hy 
the prieftefTes called Dcdonidei, 

* Plutar, Dial. Of Oraclci (hat were ceaieit 
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It is fbijk from all th£9> that there was nothing 
manifeft bur the'jDoi&> hecauib k was heard with- 
er; hot noticdfig'the Iniisk 'Cf the place \irhere 
thi O^cle reflde4.lbey^6nfy knf^v what caufed 
the noUb i^ cofijoffaire, asd t&e fklbcious reporta 
of the-pridb. Yet hiftory (hews, that fome per- 
ibns had tiie piiribge to enter mto thefe iondlu* 
aries; bat tliey we^ men of no lefs quality than 
Jtkxaudcr - and. V(e^pafian* Strabo reports from 
€al&fike»e&, %hz% Alexander entered alone witb 
Ae Prjeftunto the Ouiftuary of y^&wwd/jr, and that 
afl the rfift Jieard the. Oracle only without doors.. 
Tacitus alio relates^ that Vejfafian being at 
Jtiexandria, and having formed a defign upon 
^empire, iwould heeds coniyix the Oracle of 
Sitraffki ; but>that boSfOSi he .enteced^ he made e- 
very ji)0dy qiiic theJKunple; jand yet. fin: all tlus^ 
pciiafB be did ^not icmter iato the Saniiuary. 
The mAances of this privilege are therefore very 
rare; fer Ay author ayexs that he never knew 
tif angr otheir than tbefic two ; unlets you will add 
what T^aus ^ys oiTitus^ toavhom the prieft 
of th^ . j?4p£iiii Vemis'w^A only idifcover in &- 
diet JDotasy jgoeanihinga, conceirnhig the de&gns 
he had Asn, in hand. But yet this exnmpk is 
not fo good a proof as that ofVeffaJian^ that the 
prlefts dlowed great men the liberty of entering 
inept the SaaAoary of their Temples. Doubtleis 
they muft hare been nj^en ofgreat power to whom 
the prieftixooid.beipneyaikd on to difcover their 
myfteries; but they did it only to priiices, who& 
Hxfer^a they knew U was to keep the fecret ; and 
G 3 
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who, in the drcumftahc^s they were then in, Mad 
fome particular realbn- to extol th© Oracles, ♦ " 

in thefe dark (knfhiaroeS'all the macbine8X)ftbe 
priefts wtre hid ; • andihey entered ioto therh by 
paths under ground, r £ft;Sifiifd&icribesdb& tem- 
ple of Serapfs to us, as fiill of 'covi*'ed;ways : 
and to bring a'teftimony ftronger than- his, do 
aot the holy Icripturcs tell, us hovf Darnel difco* 
yered the impbftu^e of the 'prlfefts of Bel, wha 
k^id. a private paflage uita his templey \^ take a-^ 
iway the viandi-.fhere offered ?; This fihgl^fadb 
is enough, one would thin'k, to decide the whd© 
cjueftibn in our favour; £br;we there have an ac- 
count of one of the miracles of Pagantfin, which 
was 'the moll unitnerfiilly believed, how: that the 
gods thenifelvDCs took the pains to cDnievand eat 
the viQims. Do tfae ftriptuces attafibnt^rtWis fiw 
dirgy to Diaenionai' Notat alh; but td the jug- 
gling priefts. This is the only place where the 
fcript'ures give'aaydefcriptioh rfaJPagan jiiira- 
cle V and though they do nbt toll us thdt the reft 
were not of f he iame nafUm^ tbejr give us plainly 
ttx underftand that they;^xre» - ^ten^i,ho^ 
mnchlieafier would it-iiaveibtenjfio p^rfiwdeithe 
people that tlie gods' defifcndrid intt> ftattres to 
ipeak. to thera^ and give.' them.wholefoinc inflxui 
dtions, than that they came to eat thc-irnembers 
of the goats and flieep? atid if . theprrieftsjdid 
j?eally cat, infteadpf the ^ods,. they might with 
much .more reafon pronounc&th^ Oraclie itrtheir 
ij-ead:. 4 ' ';i. > 'j " ' ,•■ 

Tiife vaults of the fanftuaries fwell^d thevoic^). 
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snd cauied rebounding echoes, which imprinted 
terror on all that heard it t you lee alfo in all the 
poets that the Pythian prieftefs ftramed her voice 
to a loud pitch more than human. Perhaps too 
that (ort'of ♦tlTimpiBt which mijltipSies the fbundp 
was not then altogetiber unknown : and it may 
be, Sir Samuel More/and only revived a fecret, 
which the Pagan priefts knew before him ; bu^ 
chofe rather to get profit by concealing it, than 
hoiloiir by divulging it. Father Kirker siffures 
us, howeveV that /Alexander had one of thefo, 
trampcts, with which he made himfelf heard by 
his whole army at one Ibund. 

One thing I will not omit, which, though but 
a trifle, ferves todemohflirate.howmuch the priefts 
were addiAel to cheating, t From the fenftua* 
Fy, orinfideof the temples, there came out Ibme* 
times a very agreeable vapour, which filled all the 
place where the confulters were r It was the arriii^ 
val of the god, ypu muft know, that perfiimed allL 
Judge then, if men,.lvho carried ontheir impof 
Cures fo curibuflyas to defcend to thefe minute 
circumftances, would negleft any thing eflential^ 



♦ sir Samuel MoreJand^s /peaking tjnnnpet. 
f . Pljttarch*T Dialogue of Oraric5. . • 
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iff' tie dijKttakn:0/JifDts, mid-Uber mjjfifri^s of 
Gracks* 

'T'HE prie(k negleAedl no kind of precaution; 
'*■ and therefore they appointed certain days on 
which no nian was permitted to confulttbe Ora- 
cle. This had a my^ftenous air, M^icfa goes a 
great way in fiich matters; but the chief advan- 
tage which they reaped fram it, was, that they 
codd pot you off with tUs pretext till another 
time, if they had no muad to giiw you any an«' 
fwer; or that dormg this xirne of filence they 
lexik irhek meafiaxs. and made their preparati- 
twas. 

On occalion of thefe pretended maulpicious 
days, riiere was delivered to Al^ander oaie of tibe 
pleafanteft Oracles that ever was. Be wcntwt 
Deiphos to confalt the god ; when the prieftefi, 
pretending that it w^ not a proper time fiwir, 
would not enter into the Temple. Alexander j 
who was very rough, took her by the arm to 
lead her in by force; whereupon (he cried out, 
* Ah my fon, you are not to be refifted, \ defire 
' no more ((ays Alexander) this Oracle is enough 
*^ for me. 

But the Priefts had another fecret to gain tima^ 
when they plealed. Before the Oracle was con- 
"Ued, there was a neceffity of Sacrificing; and if 
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the entrails of the viftims were not'lucky, the 
God was not yet in a hurriour to anfwer. Who 
fliould be the Judges bfthbfeentrailsbut the priefls, 
who, as it appears by many examples, were com- 
monly alone too when they examined them ? 
And they often demanded a new facrifice, though 
the animal already offered had the beft heart and 
liver that could be wifhed. 

What were called the niyfteries and fecret ce- 
remonies of a God, were, without doubt, one of 
the beft artifices the Priefts could have invented 
for their (ecurity ; and yet they could not lb well 
hide their juggle, but that the cheat was fufpe- 
fted by many perlons ; and therefore they con- 
trived among themfelves to eftablifh certain my- 
ftcries, Which engaged thofe that were initiated in- 
to them^ to inviolable fecrecy. 

It is true, there were fuch myfteries in thole 
Temples where there were no Oracles ; but ma- 
ny of the Oracle Temples had them : as for in- 
ftance'thai of Delphos. Plutarch ^ in the Dia- 
logue (b crften quoted) (a5rs, that there was no per- 
fon in Delphos, nor in all that country^ that was 
not initiated into the myfteries ; fb that all had a 
dependance on the Priefts; and if any one had 
dared to have opened his mouth againft them, he 
>vould have been branded for an Athetft, and a 
wicked man ;- and involved in troubles which he 
could never have got quit of. 

If there had been no fuch myfteries, the inha- 
bitants of Delphos would have been always ob- 
liged to have conceakd the knavery of their 
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Priefls ; for Delpbos was a City which liad no o- 

dier revenue but that of its Temple, and fubdl- 
ed only by its Oracles ; but the PrieO^ (ecured 
the people to themfelves Aill more^ by the dou« 
Ue tie of fuperiUtion and intereft. If a man had 
given the Oracles an ill name, in fuch a town^ he 
would have had a fine time of itl 

They who were initiated into their myfteries, 
gave fecurity for their difcretion ; for they were 
obliged to make a confeffion to their Priefts of 
all the mod private actions of their lives : and 
then the poor novices became petitioners to tlieir 
Priefts to keep them fecret. 

But a Lacedaemonian, who was going to be i- 
nkiated into, the myAedes of Samo^brace^ laid 
bluntly to the Priefts: * If I have committed a- 

* ny crimes, furely the Gods are not ignorant of 

* them. 

Another reafoned much in the iame tnanner: 
^ Is it to You, or to God, we ought to confefi 
' our crimes ?* * It is tdGod,'fays thepriej(l,. * Well 
' then, retire,' laid the Lacedaemonian, 'and rU 
' confefs them to God.* Thefe Lacedaemonians 
were not extremely devout. But might «[iot there 
have been (bme man wicked eoough to make & 
(ham confeiSon, for the fake of belqg initiated 
into their myfteries, and then difcaver all the 
folly of tlienij, and cxpofe the impofturcof th? 
priefts ? 

I believe that this misfortune might have hap- 
pened, and that the pricjfts u£bd all poffible means 
to prevent it; they plainly £iw with whomtb^y 
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had* to do; and, I vlll warrant you, the twaLa« 
cedaemonians, whom wc have mentioned, were 
tiot admitted. Befides, they had declared the E- 
picureans incapable of being initiated into the 
myfteries, becaule they were men who made it 
their bufincfi to ridicule them ; and I do not be* 
lieve they ever delivered out Oracles to them : 
nor was it very difficult to dilcover them ; for alt 
the Greeks, who applied themftlves ever fo littlis 
to literature^ made choice oflbme feft of Philofo- 
phy, and took a ftirname from that (eft, almoff 
Kkc that which we affume from an eftate. Por 
example, there were three Demetriujes thus di- 
ftinguifhed ; viz. Demetrius the Cynic, Demetri^ 
us the Stoic, and Demetrius^ the Peripatetic. 

The cuft(j[ra of excluding the Epicureans from 
all myfteries, was fo generai, and (b neceflaryfor 
the fecurity of things lacred, that it was made ufe 
of by that grand impoftor, whofe life Lucian de- 
scribes fo agreeably ; I mean that Alexander y who 
irapofed upon the Greeks fo long vdth his (er- 
pents : be alfo added the CUiriiHans to the Epi- 
cureans ; for he thought one no better than the 
other : and before he began his ceremonies, he 
always cried, Let the Chrifllans be turned out. To 
^hom the people anfwered, in a kind of chorus," 
Let the Epicureans be put out alfo. Nay, he 
did fer worfe than all this ; for feeing himfelf 
tormented by thefe two forts of people, ^<rho tho* 
pufhed by different interefts, yetconfpredto turn 
hi* ^eremotiies into ridicule, he declared that Pon* 
ti^h where he then lived, was full of wicked peo- 
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pie ; and that the god, whofe prophet he was, 
would fpeak no more, if they were not turned 
out of it; and upon this he fell foul upon the E- 
picureans and the Ghriftians too.^ 

Th^. Apollo of Daphpe, ia the fubiarbs of An- 
tioch, was under .the fame uneafmefs, when in 
the time of Julian the apoftate he anfwered all 
thofe who afked him the caufe of his filence, that 
it was to be imputed to. pertain dead bodies inter- 
red in the neigh bouFhood> Thefc were the bo- 
dies of chnftian martyrs, and particularly St. 
Babilds, Now it is the current opinion, that the 
prelence of tliefe bodies of the bleffed deprived 
the Daemons of the power of (peaking in the O- 
racle ; but it is more probable, that the great con- 
courfe of chriftians'to the^fepulchres of theie .mar- 
tyrs incomrpoded the Priefts o( JpoUoj who did 
not care that fuch dear fighted enemies (hould be 
witnefles of their aftions ; and that tHey endea- 
voured by this falfe Oracle, to obtain of thc^Pa- 
gan Emperor, that he would caufe the bodies, of 
which the god complained, to be caft qutfrom. 
thence. - 

But let us return to the artifices of the Priefts, 
of which the Oracles were full : and to compre- 
hend in one fingle refleftion all that might be 
made upon them, let any one tell mc, why the 
Daemons could not predift what was to come, 
unlels they were in holes, in c^ves, and 
in obfcure places ? And why they did nev^r ani- 
mate a ftam6, in fbme crofs-roads, expofcd on all 
fides to the view of every body ? 

It 
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It may perhaps be faid, that thofe Oracles 
which were g^ven in anlwer to feakd letters, and 
thofe efpecially, that were delivered by dreams, 
could Jiot have been without Daemons ; but it 
will be very eafy for us to ihew, that they had no- 
thing in them more marvellous than the reft. 

CHAR XIV./ 

Of Oracles that were delivered in anjwer -fofeaU 
ed letters^ 

'Jp H E Priefts were not fo (crqpulous. as to be a- 
fraid of unfealing the letters that were brought 
to them. They were to be laid firft upon the al- 
tar ; then the temple was fhut ; which the Priefts 
knew very well how to enter, without being per- 
ceived* Or elfe, the letters were to be put into 
the hands of the Priefts, that they might deep 
upon them, and receive in a dream the anfwer, 
that was to be returned to thetti. And in both 
cafes, they had leifuie and liberty to open them 
privately. For the doing this, they had ma- 
ny fecret arts, Ibme of which we fee praftifcd by 
the falfe prophet ofLucian. And they are to be 
feen in Lucian himfelf, by any one that has the 
curjofity to know how the letters of the ancients 
>vere to be unfeale^, without its being perceived. 
Certainly, they made ufe of fome of thefe Ce- 
ci^ts, to open the letter that the Governor of 
(Alicia (of whom Plutarch fpeaks) bad fent to the 
H 
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Oracle ofMop^Sy which was at Media, a city of 
that province. The Govenior knew not what to 
think of the gods; for he was |)oflcflfed by the 
Epicureans with many doiabts, wbidh 'they had 
put into his head : ' he refolv^jd ^thewifore, asP/«- 
tarch pleafamly oblerv'es, to fend a ipy. among 
the deities, to Jearn what they were : lb he gave 
him a letter very carefully fealed, to carry to the 
Oracle, of Mopfus. This envoy llept in the tem- 
ple, where he (aw in a dream a comely man, 
who (aid to him, Black. He carried back this an- 
fwer to the Governor; an an Aver which fcemed 
very ridiculous to all the Epicureans of his court; 
but himfelf was ftruck with aftonifhment and 
wonder at it; and opening his letter before them, 
he (hewed them what he had written; which 
was this queftion: '^ Shall I (acrifice a white or a 
* black ox to you>' After this miracle, he was all 
his life very much devoted to the God Mopfus. 
We will hereafter difcover to you the myftery 
of the dream; but it is fbfficient at prefent toob- 
ferve, that it is highly probable, that the letter 
was opened and fkilfuUy (ealed again. T^ere 
was a neceffity of carrying it to the temple; but 
if a Daemon was to make theanfwer, itwasheed- 
Icis for the governot to (end it. 

If the Priefts durft not venture to open the 
ktrers, then they endeavoured, by their cimning, 
to diicover what men came to theOraclfe aboot; 
fi^r they were commonly perfbns of note, who 
had lome favourite dcfign or paffion that was 
f rcity wcli known abroad. And the prieftshad 
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Co xixuch conv€r(atk>B wiih them about the fat 
crificesj^ or by reafoa of the delays that were 
to b^ u(e4> befcnre the Oracle apfweredi thali 
it wa$ not diiiaih ^ to draw frpm theic 
own mouths, or at leaft to conjeflure what 
was their errand: they made them of- 
fer one facrifice after another, 'till they had 
got light Into their affairs ; they pu^ them alio 
into tlie hands of certain petty officers of the tern* 
pie, who, utider pretence of (hewing them the 
antiquities, the ftatues,the paintings, and theofi^r;. 
ings, found the art of making them blab out theij 
bufinels. . Thtife antiquaries, like thofe. of that 
calling now in Italy, were in all the temples of 
5uiy note. They had kamt by heart all the tni- 
racles that were performed' there ; they made a 
pompous difplay of the power and miracles of 
the God, and they told you along ftory of every 
prefiint daat had been confecrated to him. And 
ther^fone, luciaa fey&'vecy pleafehtly, that alj 
the men.'^f this fort li\ied and fubfifted'only on 
fables ; and that in Greece they woiiid have been 
very fbrry to have been told truths,, though it had 
coft them nothing. If they who came to confuk 
the Oracle did not tattle, were their fervants fi- , 
leht? You mqft know, that in an Oracle-town, 
there were fcAv^ any perfons .but Oracle-offi- 
cers: fiimc .were Pcophets dad Priefta; others 
pbcts^ who pm into verft the Oracles which were 
delivered in profe; others, meer Interpreters; o- 
thers, little Sacrificers, who offered up the vidtims^ 
and exiimiii^S their intrails ; others^ fcliers4)f per- 
H 2 
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fumes and locenfe, or of beafts for the ficrificcs ; 
others antiquaries ; and, in fine^ others were but 
inn-keepers, whom the great refort of ftrangen 
enriched. Now all thcfe people were in the in- 
terefts of the Oracle and the God : and if by the 
means of the lervants belongmg to thefe Aran- 
gers, they difcovercd any thing worth knowing, 
you need not doubt but they told the priefts 
of it. 

The pfeudo-prophet, Alexander, who fet up 
his Oracle in Porttus, had correfpondcnts as far 
as Rome itftif, who lent him an account of 
the mod (ecret aiTaits of tho(e who* came to con- 
fwlt him. 

By this means anfwers might be returned even 
without receiving letters. And fuch methods 
wc re doubtlefs fettled by the priefts of the y^//^ of 
Clarets f if it be true, that it was fuflkicnt only to 
tell them the names of thofe thatconfiilted them* 
Tachus fpeaks thus of tbeni in his (econd book 
of Annals: * Germanlcus went to confult j4folh 

* of Gtaros, where a woman does not deliver the 

* Oracles as at Delphos ; but a man chofe out of 
4 certain families, and generally of Miletus s yoo 
t need tell him only the number and names of 

* thein that come to confult him ; and thein he 
< retires into a grotto, and having taken ibme 
^ water from a cet:tatn fecret fountain thei^, be 
^ anfwers you in verfe, to whatever you have in 

* your thoughts, though often he h very igno* 
^ rant. 

Here wc may obfcrve^ tlut the Oracle of Del- 
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phos was committed to the management of a wo# 
man, becaafe (he had nothing eife to do there, 
but to aft as if poflcflcd with a devil ; but becaulc' 
tiiat olClaros had more difficulty in it, therefore 
a man only was to be intruded with it. We 
may further remark, that the ignorance of the 
prophet, on which the marvellous of the Oracle 
does in great part depend, could not be very ea* 
fily di&overed^ and that the Daemon of the O- 
lacle, as much a Daemon as he was, could not 
difpenfe with the knowlege of the names of thofe 
who confulted him. But we are not come to that 
yet ; it is fufficient to have (hewn how they could 
anfwer, not only unfealed letters, but even pri- 
vate thoughts. It is tme, th^ could not anfwer 
to the thoughts of every body, and what the prieft 
oFClaros did for Cermamcus, he could not do for 
a nieer ciiian of Rome. 



C HAP. XV. 

Of Qr/urJcp delivered in dreams^. 

TTHE' nnmber of Oracles which weredeliver- 
- ed ih dreams is very great; for this way had 
more of the marvellous in it than any other, and 
yet was not Hrcry difficult in the praftice.. The 
ttKjft famotts. of all thele Oracles was that ofTro* 
phamus in Bsuotia. Trophonius was but a fim* 
pie hero ; but his Oracle was delivered^with more 
ceremony than: titofe of any God;. Paujaaias 
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htmfelfy who had been to confult it^ and who 
had paffed through all its ceremonies, has left 
us a very ample defcription of it: and I believe, 
an exa£l abrigement of it wilt not be dt(agreea* 
ble to the reader. 

JBefore any body delcended into the den of 
TrophonluSy they were obligecl to pa&a certain 
number of days in a little kind of chapel, called, 
5 The Chapel of good Fortune, and of the: good 
^ Genius/ During this time tihey uied expiati- 
ons of all forts ; they abftaincd from hot bath- 
ings; they waftied very often in the river Her- 
cynas; they fecrificed to Trofhonius and all bis 
ikraily, to Jpolio^ to Jupiter furnamed the king, 
.to Saturn^ to Juno^ lo an Europeaa Certs ^ wha 
had bceii nurfe tp trcfphoniuss and they lived on- 
ly apoa the fleih of the iacriiices,. which, proba- 
bly was all that the Priefts lived upon.. : The in- 
trails of all thefe viftims were to be examined, 
to fee if Trophonius thought fit to admit them 
into his den; but if the omens, had been ever 
fo lucky, yet it would not do; for ibe decifive in- 
tra! Is were thofe of a certain- Ram, which was to 
be facrificed laft; and if they were favourable, 
then the confultfers were led in the night t6 the 
river Hercynas,. where two children abdnfe-thir- 
teen or fourteen yeaFS.old rubbed all theirbpdifi* 
over with oil ; then they condudfasd them tc> the 
iburce of the river, and there! th«y madj^ tfeera ' 
drink of t\yo Ibats of waters; rfiofe of Leihe, 
which obliterated all the propbahe thdqghts that 
Wfore pQiTcIIcd them.; and tlicjfaof Mnemofytt^ 



OFORACLES. ffi 

which had the virtue to make them remember 
whatfbever they fliould fee in the iacred den» 
After, all thefe preparatives, they were (hewed 
the ftaitue oiTropbomuSy tx) which they made their 
prayers; and then they were covered with a lin- 
en veft, which was girt about them with certain 
fecred filletSji and at laft they went to the C- 
racle^. 

The Oracle ftood upon a mountain and was 
enoompafied with a wall of white ftoncs, upon 
which were ercftcdobeKfks'of brafij within this 
circle was a cave, of the (hapc of an oven, cut oat 
by the hand of man, whofe entrance was fo ftrair, 
that they did not deCrend into it by flairs, but by 
Kttle ladders, and when they were come to the 
bottom, they found another little cave, whofe en* 
trance was al(b narrow i here they bid thcmfelves 
flat on the ground, and took into each hand cer^ 
lain compofitions of honey, which they were ob- 
liged to carry; then they put their feet within 
the opening of the Httle cave, and immediately 
l>erccived themfel ves pulled into it with very great 
force and agility. 

There it was that things to come were declar- 
ed ; but not to all in the fame manner \. for (bmc 
few, others only heard. After this they came 
out of the dc», creeping on the ground as they 
entered in^ widi theh: feet fdremoft. Immediate- 
ly they were put into the chair of Mnemofyne^ 
^here they were afked what they had feen or 
heard ? Thence they were led back into the Cha- 
fe! of the good Genius^ being ftill quite araa^' 
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and ienfilels;. but recpvermg tfaeir (enles by lit- 
tle aad litde, they began to be aUe to laugh; fbr 
im then the grandeur of the myffieries^ andtbc 
tfivinity with whici tfiey were filled, had made 
them yery grave; thoi^, fbr lay^part, I think 
one may wonder how they could retain their 
gravity fb long. 

Paufanias tells us, that there never was but 
one man who entered inta the den oFTropkoni^ 
uSf and did not come out again: this waa a cer^ 
tain (py thatD^wd-jfriirj fent thither, to fee if there 
were any thing in that holy place worth tte 
plundering. The body of this poor creature wa& 
afterwards found afar off from Aence ; for it had; 
not been^ throwQ: out from the ^red hole of the 
den. 

It is very eafy for us to make refleftioqs upoa 
all &is ;. fbr what leifure had not the priefb^^dur*- 
ifig all the difierent (acrifices they obliged mea-. 
to make, ta examine if they were qbaiified fbr 
entrance into this (acred den? fbr certainly 7r^ 
phonius made choice of his men, and did not re* 
ceive every body. How did all thefe waihiDgj^ 
expiations, and night-wilkingk, and thefe pafla- 
geslntoy their narrowv^rk caves-, fill mcns^minds- 
with CipcrfUtion, dread, and fear ? how maa]^ 
machines >vcre fet at work in thole dark, placear 
-the flory of Demetrius*^ Ipy af&irJBS us^that tfaiere 
was no fecurity in the den:for tjiofewbacame 
not thithei* with honcft intentioKs; and that be> 
fides the lacred paf&ge into it, which was knowii 
lp-€»efy body^ thcrcwasafccret-onejWhick w^ 
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known only to the pricfls. When men were 
drawn in by their feet, it wa^ doubtlefs done by 
cords^ which they were far from perceiving; fwr 
they could not put their hands to feel what it was 
that drew them, becaufe they were embarafled 
with thofe compoCtions of honey, which they 
were obliged not to let go. Perhaps too thofe 
caves were fiiH of perfumes and odours, which 
difbirbed the brain ; and the waters of Lethe and 
Mnexnofyne were alfo, it is probable, prepared 
for the fame efieft, to fay nothing of the fights 
and the noifes which they might be terrified with- 
al. When they came out from thence quite di- 
ftrafted, they talked of what they had feen or 
heard to people, who, taking advantage of the 
difbrder, collefted what they pleafed, changed it 
as they thought fitting, and, in fine, always in- 
terpreted it their own way. 

• Add to all this, that of thofe Oracles which were 
delivered by dreams, fome reqtHired a preparati* 
on by fafling, as that of y^mphiarus * \nAitica; 
that if your dreams Could not receive a probaMe 
interpretation, they made you fleep over agaiii 
in the temple; that they never failed to fill your 
head with fancies fit to make you dream of gods 
and extraordinary things: and that, for the moft 
part, they made you fleep upon the fkins of the 
viftims, which perhaps were rubbed with fbrae 
drug, which had an effeft on the brain. 

But when the priefls, fleeping upon the fealed 

fetters, had themfelves prophetic dreams, the 
* PbUqftratus, lib. a. Life q£ Jfoltomus. 
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jiuner is flill more explicable^ Indeed the 
care the Pagan priefts took to hide their impo- 
{hires was Superfluous ; for if men were credu- 
lous and ftupid enough to content themfelvei 
with their dreams, and to give credit to tbem^ 
there was no neceifity of letting odiers dream: 
and the priefis might have reierved this privilege 
to themfelves alone^ without any blame; for, 
confidering what ibrt of people they were whom 
they had to do withal, it was doing them too 
much honour to cheat them with precairtioQ and 
addicis. 

Will you believe, that there waa^ in Achaia •, 
an Oracle of Mercury, which wa* delivered in 
this manner ? After many ceremonies, they whif- 
pered the God in the car, and aflced him what 
queftion they pleafed. Then they (lopt their own 
ears with their hands, went out of the temple^ 
and die firft worda heard after they were come 
out, were takeaio he the^oAver of the god* Vut 
to the end that the priefts> might the more eifily 
canle them to hear vhat they pleafed, without 
being difcovered, this Oracle wa:i only pronmnc* 
ed in the night* 



Paufantat^ 
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Q HAP. XVL 

^hc Ambiguity of the Oracles* 

C\ N E of the greateft fecrets of the Oracles, 
and one of the things wWch plainly (hews 
that they were managed by men^ is the ambigui- 
ty of the anfwers, and the art that was ufcd to 
accommodate them to all events that might hap- 
pen. 

* When Alexander Fell fick on a fiidden at 
Babylon, fome of his- principal courtiers went to 
pafs a night in the temple o£Serapis^ to inquire 
of that god, if it were not pi;oper for them to 
bring their king to him for a cure* The,god an- 
swered, that .it was better for him to remain 
^vhere he was. Serapis judged rightly; for if be 
had advifed the bringing Alexander to him ^^nd 
he had died by the way, or in the temple itfelf, 
what would they not hav^rfeid ? But if the king 
recovered his health at Babylon, what a reputati- 
on it would have been to the Oracle! If he di- 
ed, it might be (aid it was for his advantage to 
die after the conquefts he could neither augment 
nor preferve. There was a neceffity of adhering 
to the Jaft conftruftion, which did not fail to 
prove to the advantage ofSerafis, as ibon as Ale^ 
xander was dead. ; 

Macrohius fays, that when Trajan hadade- 

* Arrlan, lib. 7. 
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fign of attacking the PartMans, he was defired 
to confult the Oracle of the city Heliopolis about 
it, to which he need only (end a fealed letter. 
Now, though Trajan put no great confidence in 
Oracles, yet he fent a fealed letter thither, in 
which there was nothing written, and the anAver 
was alfo a blank. Trajan^ being now convinced 
of the divinity of Oracles, fends another fealed 
letter, in which he demands of the god, whether 
He fhould return to Rome, after he had finifhed 
the war he had undertaken ? The god ordered a 
vine, which was one of the offerings of his tem- 
ple, to be cut in pi«ces, and carried to Trajan, 
The event, (ays Macrobiusy was quite conforma- 
ble to the Oracle ; for Trajan dying in this war, 
his bones, which were reprefented by the broken 
vine, were carried back to Rome. 

All the world knew for certain that the empe- 
ror defignied to make war with the Parthians, and 
that this was the only bufinels about which he con- 
fulted the Oracle : and the Oracle was fbcunning, 
as to return him an allegorical anfwer, and (b ge- 
neral a one, that it could not fail of being true . 
For if Trajan had returned to Rome viftorious, 
though wounded, or having loft a part of his 
fbldiers; if he were overcome, and his army put 
to flight; if any divifion had happened in it, or 
any mutiny amongft the Parthians; if any had 
happened at Rome in the abfence of the empe- 
ror; if the Parthians had been totally defeated, 
or only in part ; or hftd been abandoned by any 
of their allies ; this broken vine was wonderfully 

adapted 
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adapted to either of thele different ca(es; and it 
had been anbappy indeed if one of them had not 
fallen out. Yet I believe the bones of the empe* 
ror tlMit were carried to Rome, and by which 
they explained the Oracle, were for all that the 
only thing of which the Oracle had no thought. 
This vine puts me in mmd of a kind of Ora- 
cle that accommodated itfelf to every thing, an 
Oracle of which, as Jpuleius tells us, the priefts 
of the goddcfi of Syria were the inventors. They 
made two verfes, the fcnfe whereof was this : 

The oxen, yok*d tfigetietf cut the earth, 
73? make the fields produce a fruitful birth. 

Now there was no queftion, which they could 
not anfwer with thefe two verfes. For, if they 
were confulted upon a marriage, it was the fame 
thing, ' Oxen yoked together, and fruitful fields.* 
If they were confulted about the purchafe of any 
land, there are oxen to till it, * and fruitful fields.* 
If about a journey; ^ the oxen are yoked together,* 
and quite ready to (et out, ' and the fruitful fields* 
promifed great gain. If one went to war, do 
not ' thefe oxen under the yoke* clearly fignify, 
that you (ball put your enemies under the.yoke? 
Probably," this goddeft of Syria did not love to 
talk much, and had found out the way to (iitisfy 
all queftions with one Cngle an(wer. 

They, who received thefe ambiguous Oracles, 
took the i»ins very willingly to juftify them, by 
I 
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adapting the fuccefs to the prediAion. And often, 
that which had but one fenfe in the intention of 
ihe pronouncer of the Oracle, was after the event 
found to have two. And the impoftor couldde- 
pend on thofe ^yhom he cheated for laving his 
honour. Thus, when Jlexander^ the pfeudo- 
prophet, was afked by Ratiliantis, what precep- 
toVs he (hould provide for his fon? be anfwercd, 
that he (hould let him have Pythagoras and Ho- 
mer. RutVianus took it In the plain fenfe, that 
he (hould ftudy philofophy and the Belles Let- 
tres. The young man dying a few days after, 
they reprcfented to Rutiiianus, that his prophet 
was very much miftaken .• but Rutilianus found 
out with very grealt fubtilty that the death of his 
fbn was foretold by the Oracle, becau(e it appoint- 
ed Pythagoras an^ Horner^ who were both dead, 
for his preceptors. 



CHAP. XVIL • 

, The cheats of the Oracles fully eocpofed*^ 

T T is now needlels to deteft the cunning of the 
pritlls by arguments that might be thought too 
refined. The time has been when they were dif^ 
covered to the eyes ofthe whole world, wz. when 
the GhrilVi.inreligi'on triumphed publicly over Pa- 
ganifin under the chriftian ernperors 

Theodvr^t (;iys, that Theophllus^ biftiopof ^Z^- 
xaudna, fliewed the inhabitants of that town, 
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the hollow flatues^ into which the priefts private- 
ly crept to deliver their Oracles. 

When, by Ofder of Conftantine, the temple of 
iEiculapius at w£gea in Gilicia was pulled doMrn, 
they chafed thence, ((ays Eufebius, in the life of 
this emperor,) * not a God, nor a Daemon, but 
' the cheat, that had fo long impofed on the cre- 
* duHty of the people.' He adds, in general, that 
in the demoliftied idols, they found no Gods at 
all, nor Daemons, nor (b much as a melancholy 
ihade, or obfeure (peftre, but only feme hay, or 
ftraw, or ordure, or the bones of dead men. It 
is from him that we learn the ftory otTheotech* 
ftits, who confecrated in the city of Antioch a fta- 
tue to Jupiter^ god of friend/hip; which doubt- 
lefs, he contrived to deliver Oracles, fince Eufc' 
bins _(ays, that there were prophets belonging to 
this god. Theotechnus by this means got fuch 
credit, that Maxtmin made him governor of the 
whole province. But Licinius coming to Antioch, 
^nd fufpefting the impoAure, caufed the priells 
and prophets of* this new Jupiter to be 
put to the torture ; whereupon they confefTed all, 
and both they and their accompliccjs were put to 
death, their rnafter Theotechnus fuffering fii f>. 
The fame Eufebius in the fourth book of his E- 
vangelical Preparation, fays alfo, that in his time, 
the moil famous prophets amohgft the Pagans, 
and their moft celebrated divines, of whom feme, 
were alfo magiftratcs of their cities, were compel- 
led by torments to diftover all the apparatus of 
the cheati of the Oracles. If we were now to- 
I a 
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treat of what the old chrifiians believed of them, 
all rhefe paflages of Eufibifis wowld, in my opi- 
nion, decide the queftioa. They admitted Dae- 
mons indeed in a certain general iyftem^ which 
ferved for their diiputes ; but when they came to 
a particular point of fad» they (poke little of tbem^ 
or rather flatly rejected them* 

I do not believe, that there can be better wit- 
nefles againft the Daemons^ than the Pagan priefls 
ihemfHves, and after what they have laid down, 
th^ thing feems to me to be clearly determined. 
1 will only therefore add one chapter concerning 
Lots; not to dilcover the impofture of them* for 
that is comprehended in vAidX we have already 
iaid of Orack&5 and.befides it is fuiliciently ap* 
parent of itfelf; but that I may not omit a li?e- 
cics of Oracles very &mous in antiquity. 

CHAP. xyiiL 

T O T Is the efTeft of chance^ and, as it were, 
the dedfion,, or the Oracle of fortune. But* 
lots are the inftraments msujie ufe of, to know 
what tins dedfion is. 

Thefe lots for the mod part were a kind of 
dice, whereon were ingraven certain charafters, 
or words, the. explication of which w?i5 to, be 
fought for in tables made for tb^trpurpoie. The 
"xianMTtof uSiAg thQ^e lots wasi y^ous i in bw 
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temples they caft them out of their hand, in o- 
thers they were thrown out of an urn; from' 
whence came this phrafe fo common with the' 
Greeks, ' The lot is fellen.* 

This throwing of the dice was always ufliered. 
in by (acrifices, and abundance of ceremonies. 
The priefts, as it is probable, knew how to cog 
the dice; but if they would not take that pains, 
they need' only let them run as they would, fince 
they were always matters of the explanation. 

* The Lacedaemonians went one day to con- 
fult the lots oOodonay upon a war that they were 
undertaking; for b^fides the fpeaking oaks, the 
doves, the bafbns, and the Oracle, there were al- 
fo lots at Dodona. After all the ceremonies were 
part, juft as they were going to caft the lots, with 
a great deal of refpeft and Veneration, a monkey 
of the king of the Molofli, being got into the tem- 
ple, turned the urn and lots toply-turvy ; upon 
this the frighted prieftefe told the Lacedaeraoni* 
ans, that they ought not to think of conquering, 
but only how to (ave themfelves. And all wri- 
ters fay, that the Lacedaemonians never received 
a Aore unlucky prefage. 

The moft famous lots of all were thofe of Prae- 
nefte and Antium, two little towns in Italy. 

At Praenefte was Fortune, and at Antium 
were the Fortunes, which were ftatues that mov- 
ed of themftlves, (according to the teftimony of 

. 1-3 
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Jjltacrobius book x. chap. 23.) ind whole diffe- 
rent motions^ either (erved foe an(wers, or.de« 
dared whether it was fitdi^ to confialt the lofis^ 
or not. 

A pailage in Gcercf\ (econd book of Divinati- 
on, which tells us, that they confiilted the lots of 
Praenefte, with the conlent of Fortune, implies, 
that the ftatue of Fortune could move its head, 
pr give fbrne other figo of its intention^ 

We find aUb, that there were other fiatues, 
which had this very fame Acuity. Diodarus Si" 
cuius and Q^intus Curttus fay, that Jupiter Ham^ 
man was carried by fourfcore priefls in a kind of 
golden chair of ftate, to which hung cups of fil* 
ver ; that he was foUpwed by a great number of 
women and maids, who fungiiymns in the lan- 
guage of the country; and that this god, fo car* 
' ried by his priefts, condufted them, by Ibme mo- 
tions, which way he would have them go. 

The god of Heliopolis in Syria, according to 
^MacrobiuSf did tlie fame : all the difference was> 
that he would be carried by men of the befl qua- 
lity in the proviRce, and fuch as had a long dnae 
lived in perfe£l continence, and had their he«ds 
' ftiaved. 

Luciarty in his treatife of the goddefs of Syria,^ 
fays, that he once (aw an Apolh flill more mira- 
culous, who, being carried on the ihould^rs of his 
priefts, took it in bis head to leave thcfa helo^ 
on the earth, and to mount feimfelf ttrtp the 
fkies. And this, in the light of fiich a mTHi as 
Lucian, is of conlequencc* 
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But I am ib tired with dlicovering the cheats of 
theie Pagan priefta, and am ip convinced 'ihy 
reader is as .weary of hearing it^ diat I will not 
ipend any time in confidering how it was that 
they made the puppets dance. 

In the eafty the Lots were arrows, and to tbt$» 
day the Turks and Arabians make uie of theia- 
in the fame manner. The prophet Bzekiel ftsys,, 
that Nebuchadnezzar mingled his arrows againflr 
Ammon and Jerudilem^ and that the predicting 
arrow flew againft Jeru(alem; a fine way of de* 
dding the queflionagainft which of the twonati* 
ons be fhould rnake war. 

In Greece and Italy, they often drew the lol* 
from fbme famous poet,. as Homer or EuripUeu 
and what firfl prefented itfelf atthe opening of 
the. book, was looked upon to be the decree of 
heaven. Hiflory furnifties us 'mxh a tfaoofand 
examples of this kind. 

It is alio evident, that about two hundred years, 
after the death of Virgil, they fet a great value 
on his verfes, and began to believe them prophe- 
tic, and to ufe them inftead of the ancient lota 
of Praenefte. * Alexander Severus, as yet a pri* 
vate man, at a time wh«i the emperor HelU'^ 
gabalus was not much his friend^ received this 
anfwer in; the temple of Praenefle out otFirgil^ 



'Si qua fata afpera rumpas^. 



Tu Marcellus eris. 
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JfyoH can vanquijh deftiny^ 

7hp great Marcetlus youjhall he. 

Here my author remembers, that Rabelais men- 
tions the Sortcs Virgilianae, Virgilian Lots, 
yffhich- Panxrgtis confulted on his marriage ; and 
he judges that paflage of the book as learned as 
it is agreeable and jocofe. He fays, that the trifles 
and follies of Rabelais are many times of more 
avail, than the moft ferious dilcourfts of others. 
I inrould not forget this elogy, becaufe it is a thing 
very Angular to meet with, in the midft of a 
treatife of Oracles that is foil of knowlege ande- 
rudition. It is certain that Rabelais had a great 
deal of wit and reading, and a particular art of 
treating learned things as trifles, and of relating 
filly ftories without being tirefome to his reader. 
And it is a misfortune that he lived not in an age 
that would have obliged him to more chaftity 
and polireneft. 

Thefe lots were afterwards in u(e amongd 
Chriftians, who confiilted the holy fcriptures for 
that purpofe, as the Pagans did their poets. Sr. 
Jnguftiriy in his one hundred and nineteenth c- 
piftle to Januariusy (eems not to difapprove it, 
unlefs it be done for (bme fecular affair. Grego* 
r>' of Tours tells ushimfelf what his praflice wass 
he paflTed feyeral days in fafting and prayer ; -af- 
terwardshe went to the tombof St. Martin,vfhere 
he opened fbme book of the (cripture as his fan- 
•'Y led him, and took the firft pafTage which offer* 
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td itftlf to his ynew for the anfwer of God ; and 
if this paflage made nothing for his purpofe, then 
he opened the bible in another place. 

Others took the firft thing they heard fling 
When they entered into the church, for a di- 
vine lot. 

But who would believe that the emperor * ffe^ 
racHus, deliberating in what place he (hould 
winter his army, (hould determine it by this kind 
of lot? He -purified his army for three days, and 
afterwards opened the book of the golpels, and 
there found that Albania was marked out for hia^ 
winter quarters. Was that an affair of which a 
man could hope for a decifion in the fcriptares? 

At laft indeed the church has quite baniflied 
this fiiperflition, but it took up a ^reatdeal of. 
«'*ne firft: for when once our minds are poilelK 
ei with an error^ it is long; before^ it caa be era*: 
dieted, if ever. 

* Ctdreims* 



Th€ End tftbefirfl Difcrtatipn. 
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Second DISSERTATION. 

Tiat the Oracles did not ceafe at the coming of 
Jefiis Chrift. 

TT H E greateft difficulty that regards Grades 
is now (urmojnted, fince we have proved 
that Daemons were not at all concerned in them. 
And confequcntly, as Oracles fignify ^o Utile to 
the Chriftian religion, it is not very material to 
prove whether they ceafed precifely at the com- 
ing oijejus Cbrijl^ or not, • 
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The weaknefs of the arguments in fupport of the 
opinion^ that the Oracles ceafed at the coming 
ofJefusChriJi. 

TTHAT which induced raoft meii to believe 
that the Oracles ceafed at the corning of Je* 
fus ChriftyVjz^ the prediaioti by the Oracles them- 
felvcs^of their oi»n filence ; and the confeffion of 
the heathens, who about the time of JeJusChrifi 
often declared that they were ceafed. 

We have already feen the impofturcof thofe 
pretended Oracles, in which a Daemon that was 
Aruck dumb, faid hin>felf that he was dumb« 
Thcfe Oracles were ei.tjicr feigned bythetoogreat 
zeal of the Chriftidns, or too eafily received by 
their credulity. 

I will redtc one of thofe Oracles, upon which 
Eufehius (upports his opinion, that the birth o£ 
Jefus Chriji filenced the Oracles. It is takeif 
from Porphyrins ; and Eufehius never fails of 
Hiakingall the advantage he can of the teftimo- 
ny of this enemy. : 

^ I will declare to you the truth cqncerning 
' the Oracles both of Oelphos and Claros, ((aid 
^ Apollo to his priefts.) In times paft there came 
f from the bofom of the earth an infinitenumber 

* of Oracles ^lid fountains, and exhalations, which; 

* inrpired people with divine fuiy ; but the earthy 
' by the continual changes which time makes in 
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< it, has reimhibed into itrelfall thofe founuins, 

* exhalations and Oracks : and there remains 

• now no more but the waters of Mycalc in the 
* ^Didymean fields, and thofe oPClaroS| apdthe 
' Oratle of Parna/Tui. 

Upon thisy Eufebius concludes.in general diac 
all Oracles were then cea(ed. 

But it is certain ihat three of them at leaft are 
excepted, according to this Oracle which he re- 
ports himfeif: but he takes notice only of the 
£r{k< wojeds .thdt make for his pnrpoft, and trou- 
i^s not himielf with the reft. 

But does thtf Oracle otParphyrius tdl us when 
ehe other Oracles oeafed i not at all ; though 
Bi^bms chdies to underAand it to be at the com- 
ing of Jefu$ Chrift. His zeal is laudable, but 
BQt his manner of aiguing. 

And fuppoA thati>09^r/«i*^ Oracle didfpeak 
of the coming of Jefus Chrifi, it would follow 
tbfiit many; Oracles, then cealed, but tliat however 
S>me remainfti. 

^«)^if<a perhaps hnagined that this exception 
was of no moment^ and that it was iufficiditthat 
the rgrcateft part of the Oracles did then ceafe; 
but he is miftaken. If the.Oracles had been ck- 
Imrcd by Daemons^ who by the birth of Jfefis 
Chifi were condemned to filettce, then no Dae- 
mon would have been exempted, or privileged* 
If there was but one fingle Oracle remaining af- 
ter the iMrth of J^usChrift, I defire no firther 
proof that h was not his birth that impoled a £- 
knee upon the Oracks, This is one of thofe 

cafesy 
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cafes, where tiie leaft exception overthrows the 
general pfopofition. 

But perhaps it may be faid, that though the 
Daemons dii ceale to deliver Oracles at the birth 
dtjefus Chrifl^ yet Oracles continued ftill for all 
that, becauCe the priefts counterfeited them. 

This would be a fuppofition without any foun* 
dation; for lean prove that Oracles continued 
four hundred years after the death ofChfiJl; and 
no difference has been oblcrved between thole 
that were delivered after the birth o? Jefnsy an4 
thofe that precfeded it. And befides, if the priefts 
could put the cheat liport' people for the fpace of 
four hundred years, why could they not do it' 
always ? 

Of all' the Pagan authors who have moft pro- 
moted the belief that Oracles ceafed at the com- 
>"g (i^Jefus Chrijiy Plutarch is the chief: he lived • 
fome hundred J'cars after Chrifty and wrote a dia- 
logue upon the ceffation of the Oracles. Many 
men, upon that fingle authority, have formed and 
fixed their opinion ; and yet Plutarch pofitively 
excepts the Ora<ile of Lebadiay (that is to fay, of 
Trophtj^nius ) and that of Delphos: where, as he 
fays, there wasantiently employment enough for 
two priefts, and fomctimes for three, but that in 
his days one ferved the turn. 

But he confefles that the Oracles were de- 
cayed in Baeotia, a country which had formerly 
been a very fruitful fourceofthem. 

All this proves the ceffation of fome Oracles, 
and the diminution of othei-s; but not the intire 
K 



ceiiation of all j which however tl^ereisan abfo^ 
lute neccffity for thofe to provsj who maintain 
tKc common opinion. • 

The Oracle of I?€lpfi<^( was n^ot hq^^^eyer f<^ 
mightily jae.€aye4/i9i^^«^^ff.fti^.f %hehii^ 
felf telk U$ la anothff frea^tif^j.th^t tjifi t^fl^pkof 
Dclphos Yas, then. far more magnificent than e- 
ver ; that the aimient buU^ings^^v^iph dmt began 
to ruin, were repaired, and othiurs added to them 
in the modern f^j ,tbaf:th^e wasa Cnail town 
near Delphos, which increa fed daily by litt)e and 
little, and had its nourifhmeni S^qfa thu city, 
like a little tree that pufties put ^t.^he-feof of a 
great one ; and that this town was become nipre 
confiderable than it had been for a thoufeiid 
years paft. But even in this dialogue, which treats 
of the ceflarion of Oracles, D^mttriits rteCilici? 
. an, one of the interlpcuto/s, fays, that bfefgre h« 
began his yoyag?, the Oracfes of Ampbilochus 
and Mopfus in his country were as flourifliingas 
ever ; but that fince he came from thepce he knew 
not what might have happened to them. 

Thus you have feen all that is to be foijuad in 
th}s treati(e of Plutarch ; tc? which you ane refer- 
red by fb many men. of learning for a probf that 
Oracles ceafed at the coming oSChrifi. 

Here my author pretends, that we are alfo fel- 

Jen into a grofs miftake, concerning a paiTag^in . 

^, the fecond book of Divinations, where Cicero «•» 

'^icules the Oracle laid to be delivered by JpMk 

v^t- iQ i^atrn to Pyrrhus^ who confult^ it cpncern- 

4i?g the. \yar hP >yas going tp mftte.agalaft.tte 
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Romans. ^h\i 'Oracle had a double meanings 
fo th^t it ttraid -not be anderftood, wherfier Pyr^ 
rhus was to overcome the Romans, or the Ro* 
mans to 6vercome Pyrrhus. The double en- 
tendre is fo peculiar to the Latin phrafe, that one 
Cannot well render it into Engli(h; for my part, 
I can tnmflate it no better than thus : 

I do prm9mce that Rome 
Pyrrhus Jhall overcome^ 

. The very words o^Ciceio^ concerning this O- 
rade, are theft thdt follow. 
' In tlie firft place, llys he, Jpolh never (poke 

* Lalin : Second!y/1^he Greeks knew nothing of 
'this Oracle: Thirdly, Apollo^ in the time of 
' PyrrhuSy had left ofFrhiming. In fine, although 
< the Macidesy from which family Pyrrhus wi\s 
' defcended, were flir from being nren of a very 

* refined genius, or of much penetration,- yet the 
' equivocatioit of th^ Oracld wa^ fO maliifefl, 
'that Pyrrhus could not but pefCelve it. But 
' what Ihould be the reafon that Oracles were de- 
' liv.ered in (uch a rnanher at Delphos long ago; 
' fothat nbw-a-aays ribthing is inor^ defj)ifed? ' 

It is on thefe laft words', the bpinioA is^groiitid- 
ed, that Oracles were tio lottgeV deflvered^at Del«» 
phos in the time otCicert), • 

Bufmy author fiiys, it is a miftakenflorion, and 
that thefe words, * What fhould be the rcafed 
"thatOraHes ^»ttt deHvererfin ftch a ihahncr/ 
K 2 
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plainly fhew, . that Cicero fpeait^ flnly ofOraclea 
in verfc;. bccaufe he.is^tfe^irigof fi^dija onein 
that placq, ., ' • -r 

. But I know not whether we ought to be alto- 
gether of my author'^ opinion; for iraraediately 
Cicffo proceeds thus; * When the defenders of 

* Oracles are.h^ 4put to it h^ere, thej^ a^fwer, thit 

* this virtue in the exhalation of the earth, which 

* infpircd the Pythian prieftefs, with length of 

* time is evaporated. One would thinlc that they 

* were talking of Ibme wine that was grown flat; 

* for what time can confurae, or exhauft, a virtue 

* all divine? And what can be. more divine than 
^ an exhalation from the earth, which works fuch 
>.ai\'cfrt£l upon. the fpul/as to jgjve it both the 

* knpwlcge of futurity, and the power to explain 

* it in verfe?* 

Ir feems to me, that Cicero means that the vir- 
tue was intirely cealed: and he mud have been 
fenfiWe, that a good part of it remained, if OracIe§ 
wereftill delivered at Del phos, though but in profe. 
AVill arty man fay, .that a prophecy is nothing at 
sdl, uniefs it be in verfe ? 

I do not think, that they are (o mightily mifta- 
' ken, who take this paflage for a proofof the entire 
ceiTatio^ of the Oracle of Delphos ; but it is 
wrong to pretend to draw any argument from 
thence, for attributing thisceflation to the birth 
of Jfefus Chrifi, For the Oracle ceafed too foon 
for "that,. fmce. it appears, by this very paflage, 
^t it had ceaied ajong time before Cicero. 
\ ,.?i?tiitiftr^jb, tl^e faf^jB not as Gcef^ IseR?^.^^ 
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underftand it in- this place. For he himfelf, in 
his firft book of Divination, makes his brother 
Qutntus^ who flands. lip ibr tfie'foracles, to fpeak 
in thefe terms: * I infift upon this.point, that the 

* Oracle of Ddpbos^ hadilevci* been>fb femoud, 

* and had never .received lb fnany offerings from 

* kings as wcii as people, if the trath of its pre- 

* diftions had not, at all times, been acknowleg- 
^ii. ' IHo^^zndeda ,it is nbt To femous: as this 
^ ho'iimg fo its •. pr^diftidns being not fo true ; 
*iQ on thd othei' hand, iFthey had not been once 
' truein tvery reffJeft^ itwooW never have been 
^ feioous ta fuch a degree as it hasJbeen/ 

But vrhat is yet a ftronger proof, Cicero hint- 
'&lH:as.Pitttdr'cif relates in his lift) did in his 
youth coQ&lt ihe Oracle df Delphos, as to his ftr- 
4fure c0nfluft iii the worlds and it was«n(wcre4 
-hihi^ ihat he ftibtild follow bis genius, rather than 
be g0tfer6*d by the vtilgar opinions. Now if it 
were not tfue, that Gceto confulted the Oraclfe 
'cf Ddphos, yet at leaft it muft be granted, that 
^ ^ab cwifoltedin JGc^r^*s Aimt. . 



Pn 



104 T H E H I 8 T O It Y 



C H A P. IL 

Why the ancient authors' contradi£ltd one anO' 
ther of ten J as to the time of the cejpatlon of 
Oracles. • '• .;.,.. 

X J O W camcs it to pafi, it may fee fiid, that 

in the. fifth book of Lucan's Phar&rra, he 

<i?caktj thus of th* Oracle of Delphos? ' The O. 

^ racic of DeIpho«, which has been fiknt ever 

* fincc great men dreaded ^ future ilate^ and for* 
^ bad the gods to fpeak, is the moft confiderable 

* of alt the ffcvours of heaven, which- our age ha* 

* lofi/ And a little after, * Jppi'us^ who was de- 
^ firous to know the deAiny of Italy, had thehold- 
' nefs to go and interrogate this cave, that has 

* been fo long mute; and to mow this Tripos, 

* that has been fo long uridiflu'rbed.' 

How comes it, that Juvenal fays in a certain 
place, ^ Since the Oi^cle at Delphds i{M;aks no 
*more?* 

In fine, what (hould be the reafbn, that among 
the authors of one and the fame age, we find 
iljinc who fay, the Oracle of Delphos fpeaks no 
more, and others who fay, he fpeaks ftill ? And 
whence comes it, that the fame author fbmeiimcs 
tontradifts himfelf upon this fiabjeft? 

Surely the reafbn i3,'becaufe Oracles were no 
Jongcr in their anticnt reputation, nor yet were 
they abfolutdy ruined ; fo, that in comparifbnof 
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^hat tbey^ had formerly b^en they w'ere hothiiig ; 
ibutyejt,, fpr.^U th5ir> tbejr contiaued .to be feme* 
■thiDgjftilt; -:. ,^ -• : : if '. . ! -.rv 

. B^fidfts, (pnie Oradesj were ruined for a whitej 
land .rftcrv«aftiP cauie. Into credit agam j^ for the 
Qr^ck* 5w«f ^vfirfy^^ tp varioiis accidents. They 
muft.BfQt;befu{ipo(ed. annihilated From the time 
of .their being mute; for they might afterwards re- 
fume, tbeif fpeech. . ; :; t 
. Plutarck fkysi that ;in old time a Dragon, that 
came and lodged upon Parnaflus, caufedthe Del- 
phic Ckacle tabe defer ted j and that it was com- 
monly believed, that the iblitude of the place 
tempted the Dragon thither; but that it was 
more probable,. tha; the Dragon caufed the foli- 
mdej;Grep€C bejbgifilled with cities, etc. '■■ 

: yiab fee that FJutardrfpeak^ of a time very fir 
•back. (Tbcrefcire the .Oracle had fince its erefti- 
on been once abandoned, and we are fure that 
afterwards it was reeftablilhed to ^ wonderful 
degree. 

But after thls^ -the/temple^of Delphos ftiFercd 
divers misformnes. It was plundered by a rob- 
ber/^tefended fr<>m Phlegias, by the army of 
Xerxes, by ijie J^hoceafea, by PyrrAus, by Neroi 
and, laft of all, by the Chriftians under Conftan- 
•tinfi. All this, to, be fure, was of no fervice to 
tbeOracle, fojr the fjciefts were either rnaflacred 
-or 4ifperft4> the f4^ce was; iabandohed, theficred 
.ut^nf^ls wqre:loft> and .it muft of neceffity require 
great sh^fgs§> cgre,:fiDd time, to |Jut the Oracle 
\jxjlatu quQ. . 
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It is therefbre poffibl^^ l6«t Qiero^ in hkytfttUr^ 
confiilted 4fad Ora^kf df06)phos$ that during the 
war between Caefar and Pompeyy and k^ that gtf- 
jxttil diib^der of liie ttniireift, the Ots^U it^s 
mute^ as LivriTif will bavelt} and^ flnaBy,^llMt 
iifter the end of this war, wheii Gc^d wHt hh 
books of philoibphy, it might, begiii t6 be t^e^- 
fiablUhed £> fkr, as to authorize Q^lnf k^'to fay, 
it was ftill in the world ; and yet (b llttte, ae tb 
juftiiy CSceto.ia ilip];>ofing that it lArais ns^ lohger 
in being. . . » 

. When DwimachuSf.^ Pofybiuf tt^oM, hum- 
«d the pof^co^s of tht temple df Dbdona, quite 
deftroyed the Hln^Kiaty of the Ot-acle/and piUig- 
pA, or ruined all the 6fierings, an imthor of tliat 
time might very well have (aid, chat the Ortelib 
of Dodona (polce no tacfrs, Bit&st all tldi, in 
the next age^ ahothei- author Icdght be l&und rtf- 
jporting^an anfwer from it* i; ' > 
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Jir Ai/?fl/y tffthi duration^ the 4)t»t4^ tfSfet^ 

117 E cannot better ptt>^e, that afaotlt the fiofe 
. " oftheb^nh ^(Jefits Ch^tff, virhtn the 3encb 
.of the.Delphle Ofacljfi Was feirSueh talked df, k 
did not altogether ^ea0f>but irne^btily Mettvpf^, 
ihan by f^tfjig dcWrii a« thS^diffeifail'anWd ki 
avhich we find it has fpoke Cnce. 
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Suefomas^ in the Jife of Neroy lays, that the 0« 
racle pf Delpho$ warned hifn to have ^* care of 
feventy-three.yqars; that .therelbre A?;?ro believi 
edy he (hould aot die till that age/ and never 
thought of old Galbay who, at the age of feven- 
ty three, took his empire from him. Mean whili 
Nero thought himfelf (b fortunate, that having 
loft things of a gneat value, in a (hipwreck, he 
boaftcd that the fifties would bring them back 
tohiin,. I ^ ' 

But,* certainly, Nero either received from th^ 
Oracle of Delphos (bme ot'her an(wer that he 
thought left, favourable to him, or was difcontent- 
ed that be was to live no longer than leventy* 
three years, when he took the Cirrhaean Fieldl 
from the priefts of Delphos, to give them to his 
foldiers; ftripp<?d thd- temple of more than five 
hundred flatues of men and gods, all of braft; 
and prophaned, or for ever abolifhed the Oracle, 
by caufiiig menls throats' to be cut at the very 
mouth of the iacred cave from whence the divine 
fpirit Iflliedi 

That the Oracle, ufber fuch an infult on it as 
this,'fliould be mute till the reign ofDomhianf Co 
that, as Juvtnal fays, it fpoke no more, is not at 
all to he wondered at. 

And. yet lit is impoffibleit could be altogether 
niute jErom^ the tinlie of iVirrb to that of JD^wWi^-, 
ky what P^^^/^j. lays iiir the: life of j4poltomu^ 
Tyanaeusy who law Domttian r * Jpollonius viftted 
* ajl thp'Orades. of Greece, that of Dodoria, that 
.^ of Dj^l^hos,. tb^t of Amphiaraus^ etc.* And in 
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another (Mace Beipeftks 5^ ftrthw » * Y6tr Yiiay 
^ fie Afolh of Delplids made lUdftrbus by tha 
^ Or«:les ttrhtch be <l^it^6 ^ :the midft of 
\ Gr^eee; be anfw^s daoft Avho codfillt him, ai 
f ypu know vel-y wdl^ in feSv words, and -rHth* 

* out accompanying his aaftver WiHi prodigkij 
' althoi^h it'were very eti^^-foir httft td make 
f P^fnaffus tremble, to ftop thecofarft'cffCifepfMJ' 

* fufi, and to change the waters of Gdftalia \nt& 

* wine t he tells you the plain truth, and doe$ 
' not make a heedlefi di(play of bis power/ ft is 
very pleafent, xhsil PMloftratus fhould^ think of 
enhancing the merit aSYAs j4pt>lhy becataft hetr^ 
no great worker of miracles. ^ Bat probabiy ibrhft 
poifon was concealed in tfaU pa^S^e againft the 
$]hrjftians. 

I We formerly obferved^ thdt, In the time of P/»* 
tarchy who lived under iTr^y^/sr, this Oracle wat 
yet in being, but reduced to one fiugle Prieft* 
efe, though once it bad two or liiree^ Otider ji^ 
driaH, Dim Ch?yfi/hm (ays, that he cdnfulted the 
Oracle of Delphos, and he relates oriebflts &r\« 
(Vers, which'ftcmed to him t6 be' very* intricate, 
4nd redlly wis fo. 

. Under the Antonlni, Lucian (a3r5, that a prieft 
of Tyana went andaikedof thepfeudt)*prophel 
:^Jixaptdtr,iftlic Oracles that were theft deliver- 
^d at QlEdymas>: at Giaros, and at iMplttS^, -^tM 
really the wafiV^rs ^iJ^polJb; 6r imi»(!ufes. if* 
lexander having a regard for thcfe Oracles, Wftkh 
were fo like his owli, anfwered the prleft, diat it 
wa^ a fectet not fit:fer him to know. Bdt' wbeil 
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this jtrtftl priMi deroftoded what he Aould be aft 
^bk dQ^j be was anfwered boldly, ^ Thou 
' fltalrl)^: a Gaou*, then a Horfe, then a Philo- 
V%h^, and at kft a:Pj3Qpbet as great as A/ex* 

X iAftef lh0 AatQflinif tkrise emperors di(l)uted fbif 
the empire, 5(?©^«# St^tmusy Pefeennius Mger, 
^A GMm JlUmts. 'Dfllphos was confulted, 
' fays SfMiftiamSy to kndw wfeich of the thrctf 
t would i>e bdl for thi^ommonwealft ;' and the 
^ 0»^cb:aBjftrefed4iS vef«^; the black is the beft ; 
^ ithc: Afrifljpxiiaigoad ; th^ white is the worft.« 
%'tbe Black was msmtf Fe/cewttids l^er s by 
the African, ^tfwi?*j, wbowasofAfFlca; and by 
tli6rWbUi9> Ckdiits JMf^us. It wa& aflced aitep* 
W%^, * Whip (houid romain mafter of the eri» 
^ WreJ*- flflci ii; w^ ftnlV^md, '-l^hiMood of the 
' ^Hit^ W the blaiik Qaall b§fpUt,indtbe4fri: 
^ ^5» ^a^ govern ijie WQrld/- Thpn }t wa^ 
^m^i^^4>' ' tt9W iiOBg time ihall he govern I 
md it ^af a^fwer^, * H^ '(h^ 1 ride on the fea of 
' Italy with .tw^jy (hip?, thpugb with one (hip 
'' fe« JCRay Qr<^^ i^Jbe-fe^ ' By which it is meaint, 
^^t:iSfvertif 'djl^ld reign twenty yeans. Here 
^H« Q«^.k ri^fofVcdto itfelf an obfoune meaning 
|o hiy6 rejCQUrfc: tQ in cafe of n^ccfliiy ; but in 
fccH't, when Qelpbos was in its moft flourifbing 
ftatej^ better, Oracles were n^vec delivered there 
ftaitthfifef ■ . /: . ' • 

- W^egr^d ii€verthpl?fi, that/7/tfW(Wfx Alexandria 
««x,in hisexhoWatida to. the Gcntileis, which he 
compoled,either under «Sez/^r«j,orabout.that time. 
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fiiys very plainly, that the fountain oi Cafiatta^ 
which belonged to thcOraclc of Del phos, and that 
pf Colophon, and all the other prophetic fountains, 
had at laA, though Iate,ioft theut fabblous virtues; 

Perhaps at that time, thefe Oracles 'were &IU1I 
into one of th9(e ftates of fil^hce^- to which by in- 
tervals they were iubjeft; or perhaps, becaufe 
they were ouj of rpcjucft,- ^Ze»w?«x Mexandrlnus 
thought ^t ^oTay,.thjsy;^erc tptally extinft. 
. It is certain however^ . th^t under ConjtimtiuSi 
|he fether of Confiantmy andJjduring thd.youtb 
of CanJiaHtinet Delphos^ was .n«tfiyer •ruined;' 
fince Eujebitis, in the life o( Confianti'Me^ vix^^ 
him /ay, there was then a report, that Jpollo 
had delivered an Oracle, not by the mouth of a 
prieftefi, but from the bottom ofhis obfcure cave, 
which fai d » * That the juft men, who were 

f upon eartii, were the cau(e, that he could no 

longer (peak truthi* ' A very pleafaiit confeffi- 
6n this! Befides the Oracle of D'elphos muft 
then neceflarily be ina ve^ miferable ftate, fince 
it could not maintain one prieftefi. 
, It-receivied a terrible blowundef Conftantine, 
who commanded, or elfe fiiflered, iDelphos to be 
pillaged. \ Then, fays E'ufebtus in the life ofCon- 
^ftantincy they produced to the view of all the 

* people in the fijuares of Conftantinople, theft 
' ftatues, which, through the error of raen^ had 

* been fo long the objefts of veneration and wor- 
5*. (hip: Apolio x\iQ Pythiany Srmnthius^ the ^n- 

* podes in the Circus, and the Heliconian inufes 



< 
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< In die palace, were all e3^po(ed to the railleries 
^ of mankind.* 

The Oracle of Delphos, however, came into 
credit once again; for the emperor Julian *ient 
to conlult it about the expecUtion that be intend- 
ed againft the Perfians. If the Oracle of Delphos 
did continue longer, we cannot however extend 
its hiftory farther : there is no more mention of 
it in any author; but it is very likely, that was 
the very time when it cealed, and that its laft 
words were addrefled to the emperor Julian^ who 
was (b zealous for PaganKm. I do not therefore 
well underfiand, how ibme great men could put 
Auguftus in the place of JuUan^ and boldly af*' 
firm, that the Oracle' of Delphos ended with the 
anfwer it delivered to Auguftui concerning the . 
Hekrevj Infant. Some modem authors f , who 
thought this Oracle worthy of a glorious exit, 
anlwerable to the great figure* it made in the 
world, have contrived fudi a one for it. They 
read in So^omenus and Theodorety that, in the 
time of Julian, the temple cf Apclh, which was 
in the fuburbs of Afttioch called Daphne, was let 
on lire, and that no body could difcover the au- 
thor or caufe of it; fb that the Pagans accufed 
the chriltians of it, and the chHftians attributed 
it to lightening darted by Ae hand of God. Theo-' 
doret indeed fays, that a thunderbolt fell upon 
this temple ; but Sozotnenus fays nothing at all 
L 

• Theoioret, Peucer, 
• ^t Mrlan(ib9n, Boijfanf, Baffin, 
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. of it. Now, thefe modern authors had a mbd 
to tran (plant this accident to the temple of Del- 
phos, which was very far from thence ; aad ac- 
cordingly they write, that by the juft vengeance 
of God, it was deftroyed by lightening, accompa- 
nied with a great earthquake. Yet there is bo 
mention made of this great trembling of theearth, 
either by Sozomenus or Theodoret^ in their relati- 
on of the burning of Daphne ; and it is added to 
keep the thunder company, and to do the more 
honour to the accident. 

It would be very tedious to give a hiftory of 
the duration of all the other Oracles after the birth 
of Jtfus Chrift. It is fufficient to note, at what 
time we find, that fbme of the principal Ones 
ipoke their laft. But it muft always be remem- 
bered, that it is not underftood, that this was the 
very kft time they fpoke, though it was the laft 
occafion authors had to tell us that they (poke. 

DioHy who did not finifh his hiftory till the 
eighth yt^r o( Alexander Severn f^ that is, in the 
230th year oijefus Chrift^ (ays, that in his time, 
Amphilocus ftill delivered Oracles in dreams: be 
tells us alfo, that there was in the city o( ApoU 
Ionia an Oracle, where things to come were fore- 
told by ob(erving the manner how the fire took 
hold of the incen(e that was caft upon the altar. 
But it was not permitted to a(k this Oracle any 
queftions concermi^ death or marriage. Thefe 
unaccountable reftri£bions were (bmetimes found- 
ed upon the particular hiftory of the god, who, 
in his lifetime, perhaps had redbn to take an a« 
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vcrfion to Ibroc things: though I am aUb of opi- 
nion, that they might fbmetimes proceed from 
the ill fuccefi which thofe anAvers had, that were 
delivered by the Oracle concerning fome particu* 
lar matters. 

• Under Aurelian, towards the year otChriJl 
272, the Palmyrenians being revolted, confiil ted 
the Oracle of Apollo o( Sarpedon id Gilicia. They 
confulted likewile that o? Venus of Aphaca; the 
form of which was fingutar enough to deferve 
the mentioning here. j4phaca is a place between 
Hefiopolis and Biblus. Near the temple of Ve- 
nu5 is a lake like a ciftern: where, at certain af- 
femblies had at fet times, is (cen a fire in the form 
of a globe, or of lampb : * And this fire, fays Zo- 

* zimuf, has been feen even in our days,* that is 
to fay, about the 400th Year of Jejids Chrifl. 
The confulters throw into the lake the prefent 
defigncd for the goddefs, of what kind fbeverit 
was; if (he received it, it finks to the bottom; if 
(he receives it not, it fwims on the fiirface of the 
water, be it of filver, or gold. In the year be- 
fore the ruin of the Palmyrenians, their prelerits 
funk to the bottom ; but the year following they 
all fwam on the top. 

* LuciniuSi having a defign to renew the war 
with Conftantiney confulted the Oracle of Jlpolh 
Didymaeus, and had for anfwer two verfes of 
Homer y of which this is the fenfe: ' Poor old 

* man ! It is not for thee to fight againfl young 

. L 2 
• Zozimtts. t Sozom, 
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' tnon ; thou bafl not iirepgrh enough^ for old 
* age pulls thee down/ 

* A God, of no note, named Be/a, delivered 
Oracles in aniwer to letters, at Abydos, a town 
on the confines of Thebais, under the empire of 
Conftantiui. For there were (ent to this empe- 
ror certain letters, which had been left in the 
temple olBefin upon which, he commenced a 
very rigorous pro(ecution, impri(bned or baniHi- 
ed a great number of perHms, and (bme be cauf* 
ed to be cruelly tormented : for, by theft letters, 
the god was coniulted as to the &te of the em- 
pire, or the duration of the reign of Canftantius, 
or as to the (ucceis of (bme deltgn on fbot^gainft 
him. 

In fine, Macrobius, who lived under Arcadius 
and HoftoriuSf ions otTheodofius, ifcdk^ of the 
god of Heliopolis in Syria, and of his Oracle, and 
of the lots of Antium, in terms which pofitively 
prove, that they were all remaining in bis time. 

But here we muA obierve, that it is of no con- 
lequence to our defign, that all thefe hiftories 
fliould be true, or that thefe Oracles did really 
deliver the anfwers which are attributed to them ; 
for falfe anfwers could only be afcribed to the 
Oracles that were known to be ftill fubfifting ; 
and the ftories, which fo many authors have re- 
lated of them, prove, at leaft, that they did nat 
believe they were cealed. 



OF ORACLES. 115 



CHAP. IV. 

That the Oracles in general ceafed mith Pa* 
ganijm. 

f\ RAGLES in general ceafed only with Pa- 
ganifm, which was not immediately at the 
coming of Jefus Chrift. For Conftantine demo- 
lifhed but a few temples ; and be was &in to make 
the crimes that were there committed his plea 
for it. 

On this pretext, he pnlled down the temple 
of * Venus AphactttSj and that of f JEJculapius 
at ^gaea in Cilicia, m both of which there were 
Oracles. Bot yet he § prohibited (acrifices to 
the Heathen gods, and by that edi6l began to 
make their temples of no uie. 

The edifts otConftantius, and of Julian (then 
emperor) are extant, whereby all kinds of divi- 
nation were prohibited on point of death, not 
only that of the aftrologers, interpreters of dreams, 
and nilagicians, but alio that .of the Augurs and 
Sooth(ayers ; which gave a great (hock to the re* 
Cgion of the Romans. And indeed the emperors 
iiad a particular interefl in prohibiting alt kinds 
of divination, becaufe one or other was always 
Inquiring about their deftiny, and efpecially who 
-were to be their fucceflbrs : and fach fucceflbr 
1-3 
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iruflSng to the flattery erf* the diviner, ufedi to re- 
volt, and (et up a claim to the emph-e. 

As there were many Oracles remaining while 
Julian was emperor, (b he applied himfelf, as 
fnuch as he could, to the refloration of thole that 
had been demolilhed; that for inffeiQce, in the 
fub.urbs of Daphne, which had been deftroyed 
by Adrian^ • who while he was but a private man, 
having dipt a leaf in the Caftalian ipring, (for 
there was one of this name at Daphne, as well as 
at Delphos,) found, when he took it out of the 
\v«\ter, a narrative of what was to befal him, and 
advice to think of obtaining the empire* And 
therefore, when he was afterwards made empe- 
ror, for fear the lame Oracle (hould give the like 
counfel to fbrae body elfe, he eaufed the ficred 
fprlng to be choaked up^ by throwing a.g^eat 
quantity of ftones into it^ There was monflrous 
Ingratitude in this procedure ;. but Julian f caut 
cd the fpring to be opened again, the dead bo- 
dies, which were buried near it, to be removed, 
and purified the place in the lame manner as the 
Athenians had heretofore pui'ged the Ifland of 
}>dos. 

Nay, Julian went farther, and would needs be 
himfelf the prophet of the Didynaaean Oracle • 
for this he thought would be a means of retriev- 
ing the credit of prophecy, which then hy under 
much contempt. As he was emperor, he was 
(Pontifex Maximus, or) Chief Prieft ; and though 
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die emperors had no^ been acdiOoinfid to makef 
uty great ofe of this ftcer^otal dignity, yet he 
thoaght it a macli moreierioQsa&ir : andtbere^ 
fore wc iee in one of his letters, that in tbeqita-* 
Hty of Pond(^K Maximiis, he fuipends a Fagait 
fricft for three momha from any fkerdotal fmi* 
iHeo. The letter he wrote to ArfoceSy PontiflT 
of Galatia, acfipiaints ns with the methodhe tool^ 
to make Pa^nifin flourifli again : he congram^* 
liues hi^aicif in the jKrft pkice, that bti seal had 
prodocedi iuch gr^at tSt£k% in £>. (hort a time;, 
and thea he declares his judgment to be, that 
the bed expedkot £}r the re-eftifaJUhment of 
Heatbenifin would be, to tranfplaat the virtues 
of Ghrtftianity. into it, fucfa as ebai^ towards 
Grangers, the dec^t intermenLt of the dead, and 
that S^xEb^ of life which the Chrtilians, he Ays^ 
fo well counterfeit. He therefore reccMnmenda 
it to that Pontifto pbfige the Pricfts of Galaiia^ 
either by ar^ments or threats, to live regularly^ 
to abftain from the poblic Acws, and. tipHtig 
houfes; to quit all mean, or infamous imploy/- 
ments, to addift themfeivcs, with all their femi- 
ly, only to the fervice of the gods,, and to hav^ 
a watchful eye upon the Galileans, in order to 
fiipprefi their impieties and profinations. He 
obicbrves, that it Is a great {hame, that whilftthe 
Jews and Galileans maintained noc onlythehr 
fiwn poor, but thoie of the Heathens too, the Par 
gans (hould let their poor ftarve, and not remem[- 
ber, that hofpitality and liberality are virtues (b 
pecotisT and proper to them, thatiTtfrner brings 
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in Sumaeus ipeftking thus : * My gueft, !f a man 
' of a degree much inferior to thine had come 
* hither, I could not refule to have entertained 
€ him ; for all men both ftrangert and poor come 
' as if fent from Jupiter i and the little I have to 
^ g^ve, I give with pleafure.* Laft of all, he lets 
down what diftributions he appoints to be made 
yearly to the poor of Galatia, and he bids the 
Pontiff take care> that there be flofpitals built in 
every town fbr the reception of other men as well 
as Pagans. He thinks it beneath the dignity of 
the Pontiff to make frequent vifits to the gover* 
nors at their houfes, and that he fhould only write 
to them; nor will he have the priefts go to meet 
them, when they enter any town, but only when 
diey come to the temples ; .and that tliere they 
go to receive them no ^-ther than the porch. He 
alio forbids the governors on fuch an occafion to 
have guards marching before them,, becaufethey 
are then no more than private perfbns; but he 
gives the ibldiers leave to follow them, if tliey 
will. 

With this care, and this imitation of chriftia* 
nity, it is probable, that if Julian had lived, he 
would have retarded the ruin of his religion; but 
God cut him off before he had reigned two years. 

Joviafty who fucceedcd him, fet out zealoufly 
for the deftruftion of Paganifmj but in the fevea 
months of his reign, he could make no great 
j;»rogre(s« 

ValenSf who had the Eaftcrn Empire/ gave K- 
"-•rty to ail men to worlhip what gods they pleaC 
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ed, afi^d was hjddielf more inclined to fiippore 
Ariamlm fhaa Chriflianhy; * So that dating' 
his reign (aciificcs were pobBcly made, smd men- 
as publicly eat the flcfti of the viftims. They, 
who were initiated into the BacchanaBan myftc- 
ries, celA)rated them witboat fear ; they ran up- 
and down with their bucklert^ tore dogs m pie* 
cesy and committed all the extncvagances whick 
that devotion required. 

Valentinian, his brother, who had the Weffcm 
Empire, was more zealous for thelionour of Chri- 
ftianity; yet his conduft was not (b fteady as it. 
fliould have been. He had made a law to for- 
bid all nofhirnal ceremonies; whereupon Prae* 
Uxtatujj the proconfiil of Greece, reprefented to 
him, that the depriving the Greeks c^thofe cere- 
motues, of which they were Co fond, rendered 
their lives quite uneafy. Falentiman was mov« 
ed \(^th this, and confented, thatnotwithftanding 
his law, they might keep to the old cuftoms. It 
is true, that we have this accountfi-om Zajifmts, 
a Pagan hiflorian, and fome n>ay iay, that be in- 
vented it to induce a belief that the Paganswere ftitt 
in fome credit with the emperors ; bmitmayb^ 
anfwered, that Zofimus, coniidertng the thea 
Hate of his religion, was more likely to have beeii 
in a humour of complaining of mifohtef thai waa 
not done to it, than to pleaie himself wj[thth^ 
thoi^hts of a &vour that was not foewn to it. 

This is certain however^ that there are iniorip- 

• TJfttd. lib. g. . ,, 
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lions at Rome, and in other dries of Italy, by 
which it is maixireft, that under the reign ofya- 
kntmia», perfbns of great note celebrated the 
ikcrifices called Taurobolia and Criobolia, that is 
to fey, * The (prinkling of Bulls blood, or Rams 
*tiood/ Nay, by the great number of thofe in- 
Icriptions, one would be apt to think, that this 
ceremony was moft in fafliion during the time 
of this Valentinlany and the two other emperors 
of the fame name. 

As it is one of the oddeft and moft Angular of 
all the Heathen rites, I fancy, that a delcription 
of it will not be unacceptable. Prudent iusy who 
perhaps bad ften it, gives it to us at length. 

There was a deep pit dug, into which the per* 
Ion, for whom the ceremony was to be perform- 
ed, defended with a (acred bandage about his 
head, a crown upon it, and in firie, with an e- 
quipage quite myfterious. Over the pit was 
placed a cover of wood, pierced through with a 
great many holes: to this cover they brought a 
Bull, crowned with a garfand of flowers, and lit- 
tle plates of gold hanging upon his horns and 
forehead; Theli his throat was cut with a confe- 
crated Icnife, and his blood ran through the holes 
that were in the cover into the pit, which the 
perfon that ftood there received with much de- 
motion, catching it on his forehead, his cheeks, 
Jbis arms, his flioulders, and all the parts of his 
body, and took what care he could that not one 
drop Ihould fall befide him. At laft out he came> 
" frightfiil Ipcftade, all dawbcd wi& ,l4o<Jd? 



.OF O R A C L E S. 121 

whkh ftill trickled down from his hair, beard, 
and clothes; but his comfort was, that now he 
was purified from ail his crimes and regenerated 
to all eternity; for, it appears pofitively by the 
infcriptionsy this (acriiice was, to tho(e who cele- 
brated it, a rayftical and eternal r^eneration. 

. But unleis it were renewed once in twenty 
years, it would lofe it& power of everlafiing du^ 
ration* Women, as well as men, received this 
regeneration; they made all partakers of it who 
defired it ; and what is moft remarkable of all, 
whole cities received it by deputation. This la« 
crifice was now and then performed for the em- 
perors health : and the provinces made their court 
to them, by fending fbme perfbn in their name 
to befmear himfelf with the Bull's blood, for the 
obtaining of a long and happy life for the empe« 
rors. All this is clear from the infcriptioQS. 

But now we come to the total ruin of Pag^* 
ifm under Theodojius and his fbns. 

Theodofius began firfl in Egypt, where he cauC' 
ed all the Temples to be (hut up, and demoli(h« 
ed that of Serapis, the mofl famous of them.all. 

As Strabo informs us, there was nothing finer 
in the whole Pagan religion than the pilgrima* 
ges which were made to Seraph. * When the 
' time, fays he, of certain feflivals was near at 

* hand, fuch a multimde of people come down 

* the canal from Alexandria to Ganopu?, where 
c this temple flands, as is incredible. Day and 
€ night there is nothing to be leen, but boats full 
f of men imd women, fmging and dancing with 
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' all the freedom tmagnwhle> At Gaaopus tbeit 

< is a vftft number of inas on the banks of the 

< caadiy for the refbcflimenit of thoie travelkr9| 
^ and for accommodismg them m their diveiii- 
^ ons.' And therefore the fophift Eutu^us, who 
was a PagaQf foems to have had a mighty con- 
cern for the temple of Serapis, and with gall e* 
ttough he deicribes its unhappy end. IMen^ (ays 
Jie^ that had never heard the noiie of war, were 
mighty valiant againft the ftones of this temple, 
but efpedally againft the rich ofFerhigs, which it 
was foil of; and in thofe holy places, &ys he, 
Aey pat infamous and ufelefs monks> who, be* 
cac^ they wore a black and flovenly habit, arro- 
.gated to themiclves a tyrannical authority over 
fhe minds of the people; and inftead of thdfe 
gods which the light of our natural rcafons dif* 
cbHrers to us, they let up, for objcfts of our ado- 
rafiOfii the heads ofmakfaAors executed for tfadr 
crimes^ and pkkled to preferve them from cor- 
ruption. Thus does this impious wretch treat 
monks and relics. Surely the licentiou/hefi of 
iftofe times was very grcat^ when fuch^nvcaives 
were written againft the religion of the emperors. 
'Xuffinus informs us, that the temple of Serafts 
was foutid to be full of fecret paflages, and ma- 
chines contrived for the impoftures of the priefts. 
He teBs us,.amongft other things, that on the 
eaft fidte of the temple, there was a little window^ 
through which, at a certain time Of the day, a 
ray of the lun fell juft upon the mouth of Seraph: 
tt the iame time, an image of the fori madt'ot* 

. iron 



Iran^srfts bro«ghtlfi| vlfiobi beteg .^tfra^ by a 
loadftone fixed in the cieling, aicended i:^ to thft 
image iy£Scrapis. Then they ciied out^ iblkt the 
iim filiated tfadr god : nay, v:lienitfae iron imagp 
ftUibacky and ^ie £in-'be«m .nvenc offfrom S€§^ 
fis*B mouthy tbey fiid» that thetfiw bftd paidfa^ 
duecom^inient tolitttyttnd waa retired jabMlCiM^ 
o»n aiSdrs* 

After Tih^o/SWx had defeated the f^l Sugin^ 
Sus^AoR v»nt :io &ome^ \irbere ibe y^Me ienatp 
fiilladheted ^o ftigatttfin* Tb^ i^bkf .ca^ 
iiraa^ becasife, tfor twelre bundml years, K^^ne 
had beeti.on good lerina wilhifa Sods, and xo^ 
sDsmdall kind of TavcNirs fiom them* Theem^ 
peror^nadea fpeedito tbeleoair^exbortingthefil 
io embrace tfie Ghriffian religion ; buttbeyre^ 
plitiy thait by cuRbm ;aiid ^xperienee, tiasy had 
tSwiftd Pagaidfinjto bp a geod rel^ian : asid if 
they (hooid change it ^for tiiot of the Ghriftianjb 
they knew not .'what might be tl» event.. 'This 
^29 then the theology of the Roman Senate 
'When The^dojius faw themlb ftiiF, he told them, 
that the public treafiicy ymt too much incumbep- 
td vn\ki * the- expcftices Mvecefl^ry for the iacciiice% 
land that be' wanted the moneyto.pby his arhiiesi 
^hey repGed) that ffaeii* (acd&zes would not be 
valid, unlefi they were made at the charge of the 
public. But that inoonvcntence was no argu* 
ment with him: coniequently the iacrifices and 
old ceremonies ceaied. And Zozimus does not 
fiul to obferve^ ^that from that time forwards 
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misfortunes of all (brts happened to the RomaA 

Umpire. 

• The firae author tells us, that when Tbeodo* 
^us made that voyage to Rome, Serena^ the wife 
^ SttRcon, entered into the temple of the mclr 
'ther of ^he gods, to infiilther, and that (he made 
%old to convert a fine nedc^lac^,. which the godf 
defs wore, to her own ufe : an old Veftal virgin 
reproved lier veiy iharply for this impiety', and 
Ibilowed lier out of the temple, with a thoiiiaad 
curfes. After which,fay$ ZozimuSj poor SerertawnB 
often frighted (both fleeping and waking) with 
a certain viCon, that threa«ened her with- death. 

• The laft efforts of Paganifin were tHofe made 
by SytfwtachuSf to obtain of the emperors Falen^ 
iintartj Tkeodofius, and ^rcitifi^, the re-eftablifli* 
jnent of the privileges of the Vcftab, and df the 
altar of Viftory in the capital ; but everybody 
knows with what vigour St* AnArofe oppofedjt* 
Yet it appears, by the very prooefi of that 
dilpute, that Rome ftill retained a very 
Jdrong tinfture of Paganilra. For St. Jnibrofk 
nfks SymmachuSf why the Pagans are not con*- 
^nted with having the public Iquares, porticoes 
and baths filled with their idols, and.if nothing 
vAW ferve thehi unlefi their altar of Viftory be 
fet up in the capitol, the very place of the whole 
dty to which raoft Chriftiaas r^Iprt ; * that the 
f Chriftians, in that cafe (fays he) muft, 
^ whether they will or no, have the fmoak of the 
i fecrifices blown in th^k eye§, ^c w^^ of t$ip 
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f nfikfic in diour e«c>8». the 4(hc^ ia their ihroatsy 
* and the ineeni^ in ffaeir n<ies/r ; 

Nay^ even whisn Rome was befieged by ^^- 
riCf in the reign of Hniorius, it was fiill full o€ 
idols. : Z^SSnms cioeiphins^ that all ibiogs-e^n- 
fgkxmg thejx to the n&t- of that unhappy Qi^y th& 
g6ds were fiot oiily fdi&obed, bui eve^ ftume of: 
tl!io(& that! were of gold or filver melted .do\y]>^ 
of which number was Valour or Fortitude^ which 
from that time forward wholly abandoned the- 
Romans. This pretty conceit, Zozimns did not 
dfittbt^ Would pais for the uue,cau£b.ef the tak- 
ing of R<¥9^e.^ 

. I am .in:foine'fiifpence^ whethci*j tspon the ere-; 
dit of this author, .we may adn^it the following* 
ilory to be true, ./btforjia fbfba4 ^U pcrlbns tha( 
were not of the Ghriflian religion to appear at. 
court with a .fiipuld^r-belt, or to h^v$ ^y mll^ 
tary o^tW^aiid.^ Qemridm^ a Pitgan, and a Bar- 
Itoian too/but a man of great courage, who com**- 
nianded the troops that lay in Dalmatia and Pan*, 
nonia, came no more into the emperor's presence,. 
threw ofFhU (houlder-bclt, and did duty nolong- 
CTi. Honorius aiked hun one day^ why he came 
npt tOr Q^rt in hisjturn, aS) it wa» his duty I fje- 
re{^iedt.th^t'th&?e was a lairV made,, that depriy- 
ed him both of hjis belt a^d hiscommandf The^ 
emperor told him, that law was not for fqch men 
as he was ; but Generidus anlwered, that he could: 
^ot admit of any diitin£)io^ that feparated him 
from all thole who profefled the ^ame worfhip 
with himfelf. In ihort, he would not aft again. 
Ma 



repealed his lav- if thiB^ Abry be vnm, idien ve* 
isiay jodge, that B^mrim comnbiitdl irery Ikdc 
tD the ruin df die Pa|^ reli^a. 

Bat at laft^ aM exerdfe cMF die ?agan rdl** 
^on vns feckMxei^yOtk paiwofdealby^byaciDa* 
^ution of the emperors Val^t^im^m ttie thiid^ 
and AiartioM, Am. Chri0. 451 « and this: -»&& the 
laft blMT gfiven to that &Ue religioo. Aiid yet 
we find^ that tho(e very emperors, idio were £> 
zealous for the advancement of chriAianirj^ cTid, 
for all that, Miain ibtxte rdk^ of Paganifiny and 
luch too as were not inconiiderable.- As for eX- 
ample, theyftUt took updtt tiietb' the tkie dffi)* 
vereign Pondflfk } M^ieb was as much as to ^y, 
Ibvereign Pontiffs oi the atigurs^ the (bet^fiyers^ 
in fhort, of all the collies of Pagan prieAsi and 
the heads of att the antient ftofnifli Idolatry. 
^ Z^zrmus prenends^ ikax even (U^ftiMfme tfte 
great, Valtnkrtiimi and Vaknsj wiUingly accepred 
from the Pagan priefts both the tide and haUl 
of that dignity, whfch, according to coftoniy was 
ptefentcd to them at thek acceffion to the empire; 
but that Graf tan refuted the pontifical cquSpage; 
which being related to the priefts,^ the principal 
amongft them repiTied in st ^^\ hi^atr Si^prhr-- 
tefs Hon vuk appellari Pontifbx, admodutn btivi 
Pontifcac Maximos Jiet, The point of this fay- 
ing lies wholly in the Latin words, and If was 
grounded on the then revolt 6fMaxfmus againft 
6tatiaff, with a defign to ftrip him of the em** 
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But the inlcriptioad AUl remmntng are a more 

Ibat of Zozhnus. There we fee the title otPmr 
tlfex Maximusj or (bverdgo Pontiff, given to tba 
GluiAian ethperors; and even in the ftxth een- 
tary, two hundred years after Chriftiamty had aft 
cended the imp^^nal throaef. The * ^n^<x Ju^ 
ftiny aniongft his odier tides» a(Kime^ .tibat t& 
Pontifex MaximuSy in anJnfertptioh which ;hQ 
had caufed to be made jfbr the city of JuAinipolili 
in lAria^ to which he gave hia name. 

To be one of the gods of a falfe religion isfure* 
ty much worfe riian to be the Pontifex Maxi- 
mus of it. Now the Heathens deified the Roman 
erajperprs: and why not? They had made the 
dty (^Rome a goddefe* The emperorr Theodo^ 
Jius and ArcadiuSy though they were Chriftians, 
permitted Symmachusy that great champion fo» 
the Pagan religion, to give them the title of (r^- 
ftra Divmitasy or) Tour Divinity: which he could 
only exprefi in the lenfe, and acc$Mrding to the 
cuftom of the Pagans. And in (bme infcriptions^ 
in honour of Jrcadius and HenoriuSy arc thcs^ 
words, DcT^tus numiniy majeftatique eorumyU e. 
* Devoted to their divinity, and majefty.' 
. Nay, the diriftian emperors not only receiy^ 
thofe titles frota others, but gave them to them- 
felvesi as appears by the conftitutions (or laws) 
X)f TheodoJiuSy Valcntiniany Honorius, and Anafi^ 
M 3 
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fi»5: wherein rhey fomedmeg caU tb^ ecSfts 

heaTcnly fbtsfes, and diiFbie Oraeles: aad feme- 

times they fey cxprefly, * The maftJ»ppy dccfte 
^ of our diWnity/ eU:. 

It may be laid, thftt fh]« was nothing but the 
^A ftik oTibe court of chancery ; bat it wasccr* 
lainly a bad KM, ridiecrioos under the Heathen 
wti^on kfil^ and btolpkemoua nndcr the Chti- 
ftian. And tlierefbre is it not -very wooderfiil^ 
Aat rodi extrarag^ttit rant flurold become fb &« 
miliar and common in Qieech, tfiat they could not 
forbear it I 

• The troth is, that flattery, which fulgoa» aie 
fe apt to beftow upon then: fimi«igns, and di0 
naiurfcl fondnefs which princes have for pndfe 
kept up the ufc of thtfe expreffions toa long, i 
confefi that this (lattery, arid this fondncfs, are 
t«th of them very extraordinary in its ktnd : and 
they are both unlimited. That a mm feoiild b(- 
In earneft when he gives anoAer man the title of 
a god, J8 bard to coneeii?^} but that this maa 
ihould accept the title, and that with fomucfr 
fcndnefe as to accuftom him to the giving of it t6 
Wrafelf, and ail this while have a right notion of 
what a god Is; this is a thing that I know not 
iow it can be reconciled with a falvo to the ho- 
nour of the human nature. 

There was nothing fo tempting in the ritfe of 
PontifexMaximus, that cotild puffthe vanity of 
the chriftian emperors to keep it up: but perhaps 
they thought that it woul^ tond to prolong their 
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ieff0& from the Pagans that remained* Or^ iff 
fxiay h6f they ipiefifed thcm^vei with the thought 
ef being the heads of the CSiriftian religton> tin- 
der the ambiguity of that tide; for upon certaiiy 
occcfions they were magifteriai enough in their 
n& of it : and ibme authors fay, that the empe^ 
rors renounced tbisfUle,out of refpeft totbe popes; 
-who, probably, were appr ehenilve that they might 
make an ilt ufe of it. 

But it is not ib (urprizing to iee thefe relics of 
Paganifm traniplanted for ibme time into the 
Gbriitian religi<m, as to find what was moft bar» 
batoua, extravagant^ and the moft oppofite to the 
common-(en(^ and intereft of m^nlund^ to be 
the laft that left the field of all the Pagan foper* 
fiitiops; I mean, baman ^crifices. It was a 
ftrangewhimficalreli^on; fbritconfiOedofibme 
things extremely froUckibm> and others very tra^ 
gical. In one fiacc, tb« Ijidies went to the temf 
pk^ in a fit of devotion^ lo ofier their &voiirs t9 
the firft comer: and in another place, the iame 
devotion caufed the thvpat^ of men to.be cu| upr 
cm an altar. Tbeie deteftabk iacrifices were made 
In all nations: the Grecians performed them> as 
well as the Scythians^ though not fo often ; and 
the Romans, though they had obliged the Gar* 
ths^rmtis, in a treaty of peace concluded between 
them, to iacrifice their children no longer, to &»- . 
turn, aecordbg to the cuftom derived from their 
anceftors, the Phaenidans, yet the Aomans thenh> 
lelve^ every year facrificcd a man to JupHer La? 
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thing ftiU praAtied in his days. LaSatUius and 
PrudeHtiuSy the one in the beg^niag, and the o- 
ther at the end of the fourth age^are ^deoces of 
the fikme thtng, each of them for his own time* 
Thcfe ceremonies, that were fo full of horror, 
kfted as long a$ the Oracles, which discovered 
nothing but folly and csedulity* 

C H A P. V. 

That IfPagmiifin had not been (Aoltjhedy yet the 
Oracles would Jmve ceajed. Tie jfir/l p^tkH" 
lor reafo»^of their deeay^ 

THE Oracles could not but be involved in the 
ruin of Paganifm, when it was abolifhed by 
Chriftianity. It is moreover certain* that Chri* 
IKanity, even before it was the prevailing religi- 
bn, did great mifchicf to the Oracles; for the 
ChriAians made it their fitidy to d^bufe mankind, 
by a difcovery of their impoftures. But, inde- 
pendently of the ^hriftian religioB, the Oracles 
for other reaJbns decBned, and at laft muft have 
quite failed. 

. It was obferved that they began to degenerate 
from the very time when they left ofFgiving their 
finfwers in verfe. Plutarch ha» written a trad 
exprefly to inquire into the reafon of this change, 
wherein, according to the maimer of Jihe Greek 
authors, he iets down all that could be laid on this 
^ Seft, either trw? or felfe. ^ ..... 
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TttA he fays, that tfc© gad who in^es tb« 
Pythian prieftcfs adapts himfelf to her capacifyi. 
aod does. n9t anfvrer in ver(c by ker^ as fixe has 
not a natural genius for poetry. The knowlega 
of futurity belongs to Jpclloi hxit the nciannfir of 
atffrefliag it to ^ pricftefi* It ia nQt the fewlt 
of the raaflcian, if becaanoc play a$. well upoo 
a harp as wpoil a ftflte, when he i$ gbligpd to ao- 
tommodate himfelf to the inftrumeat. If the Py* 
Aian Otadc delivered its anfwers ia writings 
fliould we deny that ^^& infpircd thepi, bccaufe 
Aqr were no« written in a vrry 6ne hud ^ ^h^ 
ieod of thePythian^ when nnidog to j^Uo^n Ute 
^iydung Yirg&L gmig'td be married, vAo as yit 
knows nodiing, and has nottheart c£irerfificat»ir 
on. 

But why then did all tbci anient Py^uan priieft-r 
afles anfwf r i& yerie ? Were they not virgjin IbulSr 
URttedeo 4w?Ab^ TotbisP/i^<4rc?i&rQpli^2 firftii 
that tlnot^ plriefteflesidid xh»w land tbeafpeah i% 
proft; but that id the aadent thncs all people 
were hcan poets: fo that as he teUs us, they had 
na fooner drank a little freely, but they fell a^ 
rhyming ; they had no (boner caft their eyes oa 
a pretty wo,nian, but they made verfes without, 
end ; and they uttered jfound^ which were nam-*, 
rally fongs, Confequently, their feafts and their 
courtftiips \ycrc the moft delightful. things in th© 
world. But now this poedc genius has deferted, 
xziankind; and though our amours are as ardent; 
as thoie of our anceftors, and though we are aa 
free in exprcflion, yet love creeps in humble profc* 
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And cren all the feft of Socrates ^ and the Plato- 
nifts, who talked fb miich of love, knew^not how 
to make verfts. The whole of this has too 
much &ncy, and' too Kt tie truth in it, to defenre 
a ferious anfwer. 

• Plutarch gives another reafon,' which hs» 
fenething rtiore of probability, viz. that the an- 
cients wrote' always in verfe, whether they treat* 
ed of Religion, MoraBty, Natural Philofophy, or 
Aftrotiomy. Orpheus^ and Hefiod^ who were 
well known to be poets, were philofophers alfo r 
and Parmemdesy Xenophanes^ Empedoclesy Eudox- \ 
fiSp and Thiksy whom all men own for philofii- | 
phers^ wsfe alfo poets. It-is veiy ftrange mdeed | 
that poetry ihoold be elder brother to profe^ and 
that men did not at firft write in the raoft natu*. 
ral language I But it is highly probable, that fince ' 
all theif writings then Were precepts, they were* 
formed inito merre, that they might be the more 
^fily remeWiberedr and therefore att tJieir laws 
and their moral maxims were in verfe. Takmg 
this for granted, poetry had a much raoreferious' 
original than is uftally imagined, and the mafey 
are quite deviated ffoni tlieir Orfginal gravity,* 
Who wodd imagine tliat the Code ftiould nhtu-' 
rally havebeeri written m metre, and Fonfatne*s^ 
Talcs in profe? there was a neceffity therefore, 
(ays Platarchy that the ancient Oi-acfes fhould be 
delivered in verfes, fince all matters of impor- 
tance were for Apollo too was in this willing tor 
follow the mode of thole times ; and when proI& 
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tSLtmo to be m ufe^ he w^ fyr beitig ftfU in^ &« 
£ifliion. : • 

'^ I am of opinion my(etf^.that the Oractes at firft 
gave anlwers in verfe, both that they might be 
inoreeftfdyremcrtibered, and to comply with the 
cuftom which had condemned profe-to^be ii(ed 
only in rommoB di&our(e« ^t hi(lory and fhi- 
Jolbphy began to (hake offthoTe oieleis chains toi> 
awards the rdgn of Cyrus. For Thalesy who lived 
tit that cime, was one of the laft poetic philoib" 
l^rs^ and Apollo only left ofFipeakkigtn verfe 
7t litdebefore Pyrrhus^s days, as Cicero informs 
^8y' which was about two hundred and thirty 
^ears after Cyrus* It apj^eafs from hence that 
|>oetry bdng found iuitable to the dignity of the 
Oracles, it was retained in ufe at Delphos^ as 
tongas it was poflible; till at laft they were re* 
duoed to humble profe. 

Plutarch could hardly be In earneft, when he 
feid, that the Oracles were pronounced in profe, 
becaofepeopiei-equired clearer anfwers, and would 
te no longer deluded with the myfterious bom- 
baft of verfes. For whether It were the gods, or 
t>nly die priefts that (poke, I would fain know if 
it w^s ppffible to oblige either to (peak more 
clearly* - '^^ 

But he has more probability on his fide, when 
he pretends, that prophetic verfification fell into 
contempt, by being in u(e amongft thole pretend- 
ed fortune-tellers, who ftroUed about the coun* 
try, and were often.con&lted by the rabble in the 
erofs-ws^s. : Kow thp prlelb of the temples fGOfO^ 
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«d ta lift «fiy GuAoixiiv^<Na(iiiMi ii^dHthem; ^ 
they were quacks of more dignity and. Ampoif 
laDces vrUdi ia that profeffioa 8»akes a jaiMghty 
4i£reiice» 

,Boc Ph^MTci reierves IiU treete^on tUl.laftc 
fwhich \%p that in /ormcr timtf ;mei^ HMoiitto Bek 
fh0S to cmiblt Qoly about m^tflcsof thelu^ieft 
coD&queBce ; as Wars, buUdingrof cittesy the in- 
ierefts of kings, and commonwealths; whereaa 
aow*a«di^ lays ibe, private |)en(Qns fp tUihor 
to Aflt the Qrade, if they ibaU marsy ^ if they 
ihall buy a Havsp? If they fiiall thrive by ijajev 
trdb:! And when cities ftnd thither^ it ts/otdy 
to inquiee* whether their lands ihaU be £raitli]l^ 
or their iiocks increafe? Thefe ^aeftiotis deierve 
not the trouble of an anfwer in v»fft ; .and if the 
^ rihould take that pains, he would jbe like tho(e 
ibphiftsi who make a pai^a^ of their kafxung^ 
4i«hjeQ thei^ is no need for it« 
. But now I come to ihat whiiUi eondueed moft 
|)f all 130 the ruin of the Oracles. Th^ Aomalu 
were become maftecsrof all Oceec^, and.of thoft 
kingdoms founded^by JU^andei^s {ucceffi>ts: &n4 
fts&on a^ thfc Grecians.had fubmifited'to die/Ror 
snan yx)ke, from vfMQh. they had no hppeaof ber 
ing ever free, Greece was no longer agitated 
nvith'the (SontSnual'divUL^S' which had hlu^ral&d 
ell thofe petty fiates., wbofe interefts were G> 
migfatiiy embroiled.; for their commoamftAers 
made them all quiet, and peace was- the produd 
of their flavery. I thkJc, the Gredcs had never 
^py days ttllvtfaen; ibr.th^ Hived in a profound 

traa* 
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tranquility, arid in perlba cafe; they paflcd thcfr 
time in their parks of exercife, in their theatres, 
and in their fchoois of philofophy. They hadpublit 
iports, comedies, difputattens, and harangues j 
mnd for men of their genius, what could be dcfir- 
ed more ? But all this afforded little bufinefs for 
the Oracles, and there was very feldom any ne* 
c?effity to importune the Delphian god. There- 
fore k was very natural for the prieftsnottogiv* 
themlelvcs the trouble any longer of answering 
in verfe, when they found their trade not fo gain- 
ful as it had been formerly. 

As the Romans did the Oracles great prejudice 
by the peace which they eftablifhed in Greece, fo 
they did them much more by the flight they put 
upon them; for their tafte did not lie that way; 
they were attached only to the books of the Sy- 
bils, and to the Tufcan Divinations, which were 
performed by the oblervations of the flights, 
fmging, or feeding of birds.. Now as the maxims 
and opinion* of the governor* eafily pafs to the 
governed, it is no wonder, that the Oiacles, be- 
ing a Greek invention, ft)ould follow the fate of 
Greece ; and that as with her they flouriflied, fo 
with her they decayed. 

But for all this, we muft acknowlege, that there 
were Oracles in Italy. Tiberius y as Suetonius fays, 
went to the Oracle of Geryon, at Aponus, now 
Abano, near Padua; where was a certain fpring, 
which if we will believe Claudian^ reftored fpeech 
to the dumb, and healed all forts of difeafes. Sue-^ 
tonius fays further, that Tiberius hadonce a mind 
N 
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to deftroy the Oracles that were near Romt, biK 
was diverted from it by the miracle of the Prae- 
oelline lots, which, when they were brought from 
Praeaefte to Kome, in a box well locked .and 
lealedy were not to be found in it ; but when the 
lame box was carried back to Fraenefte, there 
they were. 

. To thele lots of Praenefte, and <o thole of An- 
llum, we mud add the lots of the * Temple of 
Hercules which was at Tibar. 

Pliny the younger thus defcribes the Oracle of 
Clitumnus, the god of a certain river in Umbria: 
' The temple is ancient, and much revered : in 
^ it ftands Ciitumnus, in a Roman habit, and the 
' lots manifefl the preience, and power of the di< 
' vinity. Round about him are ievertl little cha- 
' pels, in fome of which there are fountains and 
< (prings : for Glltumnus is, as it were, the father 
f of many other rivulets, which join him. There 
^ is a bridge which ieparates the (acred part of his 
' waters firom the prophane. Above this bridge, • 

* people are allowed only to pafs in boats ; but 

* below it, they may bathe themlelves.' I do not 
know of any other rivers that pronounced Ora^ 
cles, for it was not their cuftom. 

Nay, at Rome itfelf there were Oracles. Had 
not JEfculapius one in his temple, which Aood 
in an ifland of the river Tiber ? There lias been 
found at Rome a piece of a marble table, where- 
in the ftories of the three miracles oi JEfculapius 
%x^ engraven in Greek. The moll poniiderabje 

* Sfatius, 
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of thcto is this that follows, tranflated verbatim 
from the infcription. ^ At the fame time^ the 
' Orade made this answer to a blind maft 

* named Caius. He was advifed to go to 

* the lacred altar, there to kneel down and wor- 

* fhip •, then to go from the right fide to the left, 
^ and lay his five fingers fipon the altar, and a& 

* .lerwards' clap his hand upon his eyes* When 
'all this was done, the biind man was reftorec} 
' to his fight, of which the pec^ie were witneft 

* es, and teftified the joy which they received in 

* fc^ng fiich great miracles wrought in the reign 

* of our emperor Arttontnus.* The two other curegr 
9x^ not (b farprizing^ for one was only of a Pleu-^ 
rifyy and the other of a Bloody Flux? j both of them 
defperate diieaies indeed ; but the god prefcribed 
10 his patients ' Pine-apples and honey, with wine 
f sted certain aOies^;' which are things that thofe 
men^ 'v4io are hard of belief^ wUl be apt to thinly 
are not fiire remedies* 

Thefe infcriptions, fer all that they are In Greeft, 
were certainly formed at Rome; for the fhape 
of the letters, and the orthography, do not at all 
leem to be by the hand of a Grecian fculptor. 
BefideSy though k be true, that the Romans made 
their infcriptions generaHy in Latin, yet they 
formed fbme in Greek, efpecially when they had 
a particular reafbn for it. Now rt rs very proba'- 
ble, that no other language but the Greek was 
uled in the tem;ple of Mfculapim^ becaufe he wasf 
a Gi-ecian god,- and fent for to Rome from Greece, 
ki th^t great plague,, of which every one knows 
the hiftory. 

N 2 
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Thus we fte that this Oracle cSMfeulapius 1ff» 
sot of Romaa inflitution ; and I believe, that if 
it were an inquiry worth the wfaiky moft of the 
Italian Oracles would be ftumd to be of Greek 
ori^nal. 

Be this as it wiU, the finallnefi of the nambef 
of the Oracles in Italy, and even at Rome itieM> 
IS but a very tncOnfiderable exception to what we 
have advanced* MJculapius dealt only in phyfic, 
and had no (hare in the government r and though 
be had a rare knack at making the blind to fee, 
yet the lenafie would not have tnifted him with 
the leaft af&ir of Hate. Private perCms amongfl! 
tlie Roxiians might give wdiat credit they would 
te the Oracles*; but die ftate had no faith at all in 
them. TheSxbyls^aaxItheentrailsofammSiswere 
its giudes : and a vaft numbo: of Gods fell into 
eontempr, when the people took nodcei that the 
ma&rs of the world did not voudliafe to €<«« 
fiilt them. 



CHAR VI. 

Thefecond particular catfi cf tie decay rf the 
Qracku 

T MEE T with a difficulty here, that I will not 
• conceal. About the time of Pyrrhusy Apolla 
was reduced to profe, that is to (ay,. the Oracles 
began then to grow into difcredit, and yet the Ra^i 
mans were not mafters of Greece 'till a long timer 
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after Pyrrhus : and from the reign ofPyrrhus to 
the eftablifliment of the empire of the Romans in 
Greece, there were as many wars and commoti- 
ons in that country as ever, and by confequence 
as many important reafbns for confulting the O* 
lacle of Delphos. 

This indeed is true; but we muft al(b ohCerrd 
that about the tirtie of Alexander the great, and 
a little before Pyrrhus*^ days, certain great ieft$ 
of Philofophers were formed in Gceece, viz^ 
Cynics, Peripatetics, and Epicureans, who made 
a jeft of the Oracles. The Epicureans efpecial- 
ly made themfclves merry with the paltry poetry 
*hat came from Delphos, where the priefts blun- 
dered out verfes as weH as they could, and 
often committed feolts agawift the rules of metre. 
Now thoie fatyrical Philolbphers were mightily 
difturbed, that * Apollo^ the God of poetry,' 
ftiould falf infinitely fliort of Homer y who was 
but a meer mortal^ .whom- 4polU himfelf had 
infpired. 

It was to litdie purpofe to tell them> that the 
badhefs of the verfes was an indication that they 
were made by a God, whohad a noble contempt 
of rules, or the * beauty of ftyle; For this would 
not pafs with the philofophers ; who, to ridicule 
riiis anfwer, compared it to the ftory of a painter, 
who being engaged tO'draw thepi^ure ofahorfej. 
rolling on his back on the ground, drew one run- 
ning full Ipeed : and wlien he was told, that this, 
was not fijch a pifture as was befpoke, he turn^ 
td it upfide down^ and then aiked^ ^ If the honie 
' N3 
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* did not naw tumble upon his back? Thus dki 
theie philoibphers banter iuch peribns^ who, by a 
way cMTreaibniag that deftroyed it&lf, inferred^ 
that the veries were made by a God> whether they 
were good or bad. 

At lengthy the prieAs of Delpbos, beiQg quite 
run do\yn by the banter of all tho(e wits^ were 
forced to renounce verCcSf at leaft as to what waa 
pronounced on the Tripos ; for there were other 
-poets in the temple, who deliberately turned in- 
to verfe, what the divine fury had inspired the 
Pythian prieftefi with only in profe. Was it not 
i^idiculous, that men could not be contented with 
the Oracle juft as it came from the mouth of the 
God ? But perhaps, fbcb as had come a great 
way for it, were a(hamed to carry home an Ora-» 
clc in meer profeJ 

The- Gods, being willing to keep up thQ ufe 
of verfes as long as ever they could, did now and 
Iben condefcend to fteal fome put of Homers 
whofe poetry was certainly better than their own* 
Of this there are examples enough; but, both the 
ftollen veries, and the poets kept in pay in thqur 
femples, muft be admitted as proofs that the old 
natural poetry of the Oracles was in very grea? 
dilgrace. 

Thofe great fefts of philofophers, enemies to 
the Oracles, muft needs have done them a more 
eflential prejudice than the reducing them to pro{e« 
For no doubt they opened the eyes of many ra* 
tional perfbnsy and made the populace (ufpeift the 
certainty of what they did not doubt before. It 
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.was bappy for the Oracles that philoibphy did 
not appear in their infancy. 



CHAP. VII. 

The loft particular caufes of the decay of the 
Oracles* 

^HE cheats of the Oracles were fo grofs, that 
•^ at laft they were difcovered by a thouftnd 
different accidents. I foppofe that the Oracles 
were at firft entertained with great fondneft and 
joy, becaufe nothing could be more convenient 
than to have Gods always ready at hand to an* 
Iwer every queftion that might be fuggeftcd by 
tineafincfs, w curiofity x and I fancy that it was 
not without great reluftance, that people parted 
with this conveniency ; arid that the Oracles could 
never have come to an end with Paganifm, if 
they had not been the raoft impertinent thing$ 
in thfe world. But, at laft, people, after fo much 
experimental knowkge, could not help being 
undeceived. ^ 

The priefts contributed to it not a little, by 
their moft impudent abule of their falfe miniftryj 
for they thought they had brought matters to fuch 
ia point, that there was no need for them to ufe 
any decorum* 
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I fay nothing of the humorous anfwerff fome*^ 
times delivered by thefe Oracles, For example^ 
» To a man that came to afk of the deity, * What 
< he (hould do to be rich?' He anfwered, very 
pleaCintly, * That he need do no more than get 
i all the land between Sicyone and* Corinth.' And 
Ibmjetimes the confultcr would make free with 
the Oracles. Polemon, fkeping in the temple of 
JEfculapiuSy to learn of him how he (hould be 
cured of the gout, the God appeared to him, and 
told him, ' That he muft abftainfrom colddrinfc/ 
Polemon replied, ' What would you advife, my 
' good friend, if you were to cure an ox?' But 
thefe were only the merry conceits of the prieft, 
who would Ibmetimes both give and take a 

joke- 

• It was ftill more remarkable, that the gods wer« 
fure to be enamoured with the fair ladies ; foF 
they were to ftay whole nights in their temples, 
drefled for the purpofe by their own hulbands^ 
and furniflied with prefents to requite the god 
for his pains. It is true,, that the doors of the 
temple were Ihut up in the fight of the fpeftar 
tors ; but the hufbands were not let into the fe- 
cret of the fubterraneous paflages. 

FcM* my part, I do not queftion but fuch in- 
trigues were ffraftifed more than once. Herodo- 
ius writes, that in the eighth and uppermoft fto- 
yy of that fuperb tower belonging to the temple 
oTBelus in Babylon, there was a magnificent bed, 
where a woman, fingled out by the god, lay eVc^ 
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ly-^m^t. The like was done at Thebes in E- 
gypt: and when the prleftefi of the Oracle of 
Patara in Lycia was to propbefy, fliemuft firft 
take a night's lodging in the temple^ whither A^ 
folio came to infpire her. 

All theft thing were praftifed during the dark- 
eft ftatc of Paganifin,and in times .when the Pa- 
gan ceremonies were not liable to be contradi- 
Sed ; but in the view of the very chriftians them- 
fclves, Saturn of Alexandria had fuch women 
brought in the night to his temple, as he thought 
fit to name by the mouth of his prieft Tyr annus. 
Many women had received this honour with great 
refpeft, and none made any complaints oiSa* 
turny though hfe was the oldeft, and the moftun- 
complaifant of all the gods. But at laft there was 
one, who, having lain in the temple, confidered 
with herfelf, that nothing had paffed there, but 
what declared the performance to be quite Hu* 
man; and what Tyrannus was very capable of: 
whereupon (he acquainted her huiband of the 
thing, who commencing a fuit againft Tyrannus ^ 
the wretch confefled all : what a fcandal was this 
to Alexandi ia ! 

Thus the wickednefs of the priefts, their in- 
folence, the feveral accidents that had brought 
their cheats to light, the oblcurity, uncertain- 
ty, and the falfenefs of their anfwers, would at 
Jaft have deftroyed the reputation of the Ora* 
cles, and proved their utter ruin, even if Pa- 
ganifm had not been come to a period. But 
other foreign reafbns are added to it; fuch as 
firft, the jefts made of the Oracles by- th^ 
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great (e£b of the Grecian philofephefs ; then 
the totsd negleft of them by the Romans.; and 
laft of all^ the utter deteftation of them by 
the chriftians, vfho aboliflied them together mtb 
Faganifm. 
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